Greetings  and 
Salutations 
From  Dave  Sowers! 

Warm  greetings  from  all  of  us  here  at 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  deep  in  the 
heart  of  New 
England— and,  as  I 
write  this,  deep  in 
snow,  too!  The  fluffy 
white  stuff  came  a  bit  i 
early  this  year,  in 
December,  spreading  ! 
joy  in  the  hearts  of  ; 
those  who  operate 
the  many  ski  resorts  . 
and  winter  recreation 
facilities  here  in  New  | 
Hampshire.  In  the  meantime.  I’ve  been  cozy 
and  comfy  in  my  warm  office,  punctuated  by 
a  quick  trip  to  Florida  to  conduct  our  Rarities 
Sale  and  to  attend  the  first  part  of  the  F.U.N. 
Convention. 

Although  there  is  no  “slow  season”  in 
numismatics,  the  tail  end  of  2002  and  the 
first  part  of  2003  have  been  action-packed 
i  at  our  office.  Al  Pinkall  and  Melissa  Karstedt, 

:  who  keep  watch  over  our  inventory  and 
answer  your  call  when  you  order,  have  been 
on  the  brink  of  running  out  of  a  lot  of 
popular  coins!  We  have  been  buying 
^  intensely— we  love  to  write  checks!— and, 
somehow,  we  have  been  able  to  maintain 
what  I  believe  to  be  the  nicest  quality 
selection  of  coins  to  be  found  anywhere. 
Buying  is  a  rather  complicated  process  for 
:  us,  as  we  start  by  looking  at  the  grading 
•  number,  and  then  go  further— sometimes 
much  further— to  be  sure  that  the  strike, 
lustre  or  toning,  and  other  characteristics 
are  such  that  within  a  given  grade,  whether 
it  be  VF-20  or  MS-65,  a  given  coin  is  of  “high 
end”  quality,  of  the  kind  we  would  want  to 
own  personally  if  we  were  collecting  the 
series.  Of  course,  this  takes  a  lot  of  time, 
but  it  is  very  enjoyable. 

Look  through  this  issue  carefully,  then 
call  800-222-5993  to  order  the  coins  you  | 
I  would  like  to  have  in  your  collection.  Also,  | 
j  see  our  great  selection  of  books,  all  available  j 
at  discount  prices.  For  books  call  Mary  Toed  ] 
I  at  800-222-5993,  or  just  make  a  single  call,  1 
and  we  can  switch  you  from  one  department  3 
'  to  the  other.  | 

To  you  and  yours,  a  happy,  healthy,  9 
prosperous,  and  thoroughly  enjoyable  2003.  \ 

'  We  look  forward  to  being  “Your  friends  in  i 
f  the  rare  coin  business,”  our  motto  for  many  ■ 
years,  and  one  with  meaning.  Building  a  fine 
)  collection  of  rare  coins  in  combination  with 
a  bookshelf  filled  with  fascinating,  useful  ■ 
volumes  is  a  very  pleasant  pursuit.  Let  us  be  . 
your  partner  as  you  do  this. 

'  Thank  you  for  your  business  and  ' 
friendship. 

Dave  Bowers 

President 
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Thoughts  on  Forming  a  Collection - 


Collecting  is  Stimulating  (or  Can  Be!) 

Collecting  is  mentally  stimulating. 
Collecting  is  challenging.  Collecting  is  pure 
old-fashioned  fun.  And  yet  many  coin  buyers 
overlook  the  advantages  and  pleasures  of 
collecting.  They  simply  buy  coins  without  any 
particular  purpose.  Recently,  1  was  re-reading 
an  article  I  did  a  few  years  ago,  liked  the 
message,  made  a  few  changes  to  update  it,  and 
here  it  is! 

Years  ago  collecting  coins  was  a  simpler 
matter  than  it  is  now.  Albums,  folders,  and 
holders  served  as  road  maps  for  the  trip. 
Anyone  interested  in  Flying  Eagle  and 
Indian  cents  only  had  to  buy  a  Wayte 
Raymond  “National”  set  of  cirdboaid 
album  pages  with  acetate  shdes,  and  there 
in  order  would  be  openings  for  all  the 
pieces  needed:  1856  Flying  Eagle,  1857, 

1858  Large  Letters,  1858  Small  Letters, 

1859  Indian,  and  so  on  to  1909-S  Indian. 

Similarly,  a  set  of  pages  for  types  of 

commemorative  half  dollars  began  in 
chronological  order  with  the  1892-1893 
Columbian  issue,  then  the  1915  Panama- 
Pacific,  then  the  1918  Lincoln-IUinois,  and 
so  on  to  the  end  of  the  series,  the  1951- 
1954  Washington-Carver. 

Putting  together  a  set  of  Indian  cents  or 
commemorative  half  dollars  was  a  fairly  simple 
matter,  not  necessarily  in  the  acquisition  of  the 
pieces,  but  in  planning  and  follow-through. 
Making  a  “want  hst”  really  wasn’t  necessary, 
for  the  empty  album  holes  beckoned,  and  one’s 
needs  were  automatically  indicated  by  blank 
spaces.  “Collect  the  best  grade  you  can  afford” 
was  typical  good  advice  back  then,  and  most 
numismatists  formulated  some  type  of  a  goal, 
perhaps  seeking  to  acquire  Flying  Eagle  and 
Indian  cents  in  nicely  matched  Extremely  Fine 
grade  or  in  Uncirculated  preservation.  In  the 
field  of  commemorative  half  dollars  the  latter 
grade.  Uncirculated,  was  nearly  always  the 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 

objective.  I  don’t  recall  any  of  my  chents  ever 
putting  together  a  set  of  worn  pieces. 

Bitten  by  the  “Coin  Bug” 

Once  bitten  by  the  coin  collecting  bug,  the 
best  way  to  get  deeply  involved  years  ago  was 
to  buy  some  books  on  the  subject  and  to 
subscribe  to  numismatic  periodicals.  Before 
1960  the  leading  coin  publications  were 
Numismatic  News,  The  Numismatic  Scrapbook 


Magazine,  and  The  Numismatist.  In  1960  Coin 
World  came  along,  was  pubhshed  on  a  weekly 
basis,  and  changed  the  way  everyone  did  things. 
Coins  Magazine  and  COINage,  each  pubhshed 
monthly,  were  primarily  sold  on  newsstands, 
it  seemed,  and  were  not  as  much  in  the 
mainstream,  although  they  did  great  service  in 
introducing  the  hobby  to  newcomers. 

By  reading,  one  could  really  get  “turned  on” 
to  a  series.  In  particular.  Early  American  Cents 
by  Dr.  WiUiam  H.  Sheldon,  later  updated  by 
Walter  Breen  and  Dorothy  1.  Paschal  and 
retitled  Penny  Whimsy,  was  seductive.  One  had 
to  but  read  the  introductory  chapters  to  begin 
sahvating  for  glossy  brown  1794  large  cents,  or 


even  a  rare  1799,  a  date  which  was  said  to  be 
often  overgraded. 

Those  who  could  find  copies  might  enjoy 
reading  The  State  Coinages  of  New  England, 
pubhshed  in  1919  and  1920  by  the  American 
Numismatic  Society,  and  since  then  out  of 
print.  In  this  rather  esoteric  book  Henry  C. 
Miller  and  HiUyer  C.  Ryder  described  minute 
die  varieties  of  Connecticut,  Vermont,  and 
Massachusetts  copper  coins.  Interestingly,  few 
dealers  bothered  to  attribute  such  coins  by 
die  variety  sequence,  so  anyone  equipped 
with  a  copy  ofMiUer-Ryder,  as  1  was  at  the 
time,  could  over  a  period  of  time  buy  many 
rarities  for  common  coin  prices.  Of  course, 
a  good  magnifying  glass  and  a  great  deal  of 
dedication  were  required  in  order  to 
determine  where  such  things  as  cinquefoils, 
pheons,  and  fleurons  were  located  around 
the  border  of  the  reverse  of  the  1787 
Connecticut  cent.  In  a  short  time  one 
could  become  quite  technical! 

While  Sheldon  and  Miller-Ryder 
provided  the  passport  for  some  collectors, 
most  used  a  reference  which  is  still  available 
today,  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins. 
It  took  only  a  quick  glance  to  determine 
whether  a  series  such  as  Indian  cents  was 
affordable  in  Uncirculated  condition,  or 
whether  one  should  opt  for  Extremely  Fine  or 
just  Good.  By  flipping  through  a  few  pages  it 
could  be  quickly  determined  that  a  1928 
Hawaiian  commemorative  half  dollar  was 
indeed  quite  expensive,  but  that  a  1936 
Cleveland  was  not.  The  enticingly  low 
mintages  of  certain  commemorative  sets,  such 
as  the  1938  Boone  and  1939  Arkansas, 
beckoned,  and  the  question  was  thus  raised: 
Should  I  collect  commemoratives  by  date  and 
mintmark  varieties  or  just  by  types? 

Today  the  simation  has  changed,  seemingly 
drastically,  but  really  not  as  much  as  one  might 
(continued  on  pagelO) 
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COLONIAL  AND  EARLY 
AMERICAN  COINS 


1722  Rosa  Americana  penny  struck  in  bath  metal 
composition.  VF-30.  Intemiingled  hght  gold  and 
darker  brown .  369 

These  issues  were  made  in  England  and  were  intended  for 
distribution  in  America,  as  per  the  legend,  which  translates  to 
“the  American  rose.”  However,  it  is  likely  that  most  stayed  in 
the  British  Isles,  as  in  the  19th  and  20th  century  that  was  the 
prime  numismatic  source  for  choice  specimens. 

1722  Hibernia  farthing.  Breen-172.  EF-45  (PCGS). 
Sharply  detailed  mahogany  brown  with  splashes 
of  darker  steel  toning .  295 

1760  Voce  Populi.  “VOOE”  spelling.  Breen- 
227,  Nelson-3,  Zelinka  7-E.  VF-35.  A  wonder¬ 
ful  example  with  smooth  Light  brown  sur&ces.  425 
This  variety  is  the  result  of a  die  crack  connecting  the  upper 
and  lower  parts  of  the  letter  C  in  KOCE,  and  was  not  deliber¬ 
ately  made. 

1760  Voce  PopuH.  AU-58  (PCGS) .  1,275 

1788  Massachusetts  cent.  Ryder  10-L.  VG-10. 

Dark  brown  surfaces .  189 

Massachusetts  had  its  own  state  mint,  a  departure  from  the 
procedure  used  by  other  states  in  the  1780s,  which  gave  con¬ 
tracts  to  private  individuals.  An  audit  of  what  was  going  on 
revealed  that  each  Massachusetts  half  cent  and  cent  cost  Iwiceface 
value  to  produce.  End  of  mint! 

1786  New  Jersey.  Wide  Shield.  Maris  21-N. 

EF-40  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  example  for  the 
grade  with  extremely  pleasing  medium  brown 
surfaces .  1,375 

1787  Newjersey.  Maris  32-T.  EF-40.  Very  dark 

brown  surfaces  with  slight  roughness.  Srill  quite 
attractive  and  with  considerable  design  details  re¬ 
maining .  1,095 

1787  Newjersey.  Small  planchet.  Plain  Shield. 
Maris  46-e.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Light  ohve-brown 
with  heavy  clash  marks  on  the  obverse . 495 

1787  Newjersey.  Maris  63-s.  G-4.  Cleaned  long  ago, 
and  burnished  to  remove  corrosion.  Now  with  deep 
steel  surfaces.  Complete  satisfaction  guaranteed,  so 
order  it  and  check  it  for  yourself  .  99 

1787  New  Jersey.  Plain  shield.  EF-45 
(PCGS) .  1,195 

1787  Connecticut.  Homed  Bust.  Miller-4L. 
EF-40.  Avery  nice  example  of  this  popular  vari¬ 
ety,  the  nickname  for  which  is  derived  from  a 
hom-shaped  die  crack  in  front  of  the  bust.  .  599 

1786  Vermont.  Bust  left.  Ryder-10.  F-12.  Faint 
porosity  with  very  dark  brown  surfaces  as  ex¬ 
pected,  hghter  devices,  and  splashes  of  mahogany 
patina .  295 

All  authentic  pieces,  as  this,  are  porous  and  lightly  defined 
at  the  centers.  All  examples  of  Ryder-2  through  Ryder-15, 
excluding  R-l,  R-5,  and  R-12  to  14,  were  struck  within  the 
borders  ofVermont,  at  the  time  not  a  state,  but  an  independent 
republic  (statehood  was  not  achieved  until  1791). 

1788  Vermont.  Ryder-20.  VF-20  (PCGS). 
Struck  at  Machin’s  Mills  on  Orange  Pond, 
Newburgh,  N.Y. ,  which  was  heir  to  the  Vermont 


contract  coinage .  895 

1774  Machin’s  Mills  halfpenny.  Breen-1005.  Vlack 
8-74A.  F-15.  Pleasing  ohve-brown .  349 


Captain  Thomas  Machin’s  curious  “mill,”  a  “private  manu¬ 
factory  ofhardware,”  was  situated  on  the  shore  ofOrange  Pond, 
near  Newburgh,  New  York.  S.S.  Cvoshy'sEarlYCoinsofAmericn 
furnishes  some  delightful  reading  (under  “Vermont”  coinage) 
of  this  curious  venture.  This  minting  facility  has  captivated 
numismatists  ever  since,  and  it  is  probably  safe  to  say  that  if  it  had 
never  existed,  the  cumulative  file  of  The  Colotiial  Newsletter 
would  be  10%  less  voluminous  than  it  is  now! 

1787  Machin’s  Mills  halfpenny.  Breen-995. 
VF-35 . 799 


Circa  1795  Kentucky  token.  Plain  edge.  MS- 

61  BN  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example  of  this 
popular  issue,  designated  as  the  “Kentucky  to¬ 
ken”  by  virtue  of  the  letter  K  appearing  at  the  top 
of  the  triangular  arrangement  of  state  abbrevia¬ 
tions .  975 

1787  Fugio.  STATES  UNITED.  Four  cinque¬ 
foils.  Kessler  Newman  9-P.  Rarity-4.  EF-40 
(PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with  pleasing  olive  and 

darker  brown  surfaces .  1,375 

1787  Fugio.  New  Haven  Restrike.  Copper. 
AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  olive-brown  surfaces  with 
deeper  toning  around  peripheral  devices.  ...  650 
A  curious  “restrike”  made  before  the  Civil  War  using  what 
were  probably  newly-crc'ated  dies,  altliough  wrapped  with  a  ro¬ 
mantic  scenario  involvinga  tecnager(C.  Wyllys  Betts)  discovering 
old  dies  on  the  site  of die  Broome  &  Platt  store  in  New  Haven,  etc., 
etc.  Horatio  N.  Rust,  one  of  nine  honorees  on  Augustus  Sage’s 
“Numismatic  Gallery”  medalet  series  of  1859,  from  dies  cut  by 
Geoige  H.  Lovett,  seems  to  have  mastemiinded  the  caper. 


HALF  CENTS 


Attractive  1793  Half  Cent 
First  Year  of  Issue 
Only  Year  of  Type 

1793  Breen-3,  Cohen-3.  VF-35  (PCGS).  A 

lovely  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  the  half  cent 
denomination,  and  the  only  year  of  the  design 
type  with  Miss  Liberty  facing  to  the  left,  vrith  pole 
and  cap.  Attractive  medium  tan  surfaces,  devoid 
of  extraneous  marks  and  choice  as  such.  Nicely 
struck  with  strong  details  for  the  assigned  grade. 
The  1793  half  cent  has  been  popular  and  desirable 
in  every  numismatic  season,  due  to  its  unique  sta¬ 
tus  as  a  design  type,  its  position  as  the  first  year  in 
the  series,  and  its  overall  scarcity  among  the  sev¬ 
eral  known  die  varieties.  The  present  piece  pro¬ 
vides  an  excellent  opportunity  to  acquire  a  highly 
desirable  specimen  for  your  cabinet . 14,500 

1794  High  Head  Half  Cent 
Glossy  brown  surfaces 

1794  B-1,  C-1.  AU-58  BN  (NGC).  Glossy  me¬ 

dium  brown  surfaces.  Nicely  struck.  A  very  hand¬ 
some  half  cent  that  stands  head  and  shoulders 
above  the  quahty  typically  seen  (which  is  apt  to  be 
on  a  very  dark  and  often  porous  planchet).  The 
obverse  is  in  bold  relief,  the  portrait  ofMiss  Lib¬ 
erty  being  significandy  larger  this  year  than  on  the 
following  years  1795-1797.  The  date  is  boldly 
defined  and  the  word  LIBERTY  is  hkewise. 
Dentilation  is  complete.  On  the  reverse,  which  is 
oriented  at  about  300°  from  the  obverse,  the  let¬ 
tering  is  aU  complete,  weU  defined,  and  the  over¬ 
all  appearance  is  quite  good.  Dentilation  is  also 
complete.  The  rehef  of  the  reverse  is  lower  than 
that  of  the  obverse  due  to  the  way  the  dies  were 
made.  Often  the  quest  for  a  1795  half  cent  is  a 
long  procedure,  not  to  find  a  high  “grading  num¬ 
ber,”  but  to  find  an  example  with  excellent  eye 
appeal.  While  the  present  coin  wiU  dehght  the  half 
cent  specialist,  it  is  also  worth  noting  that  although 
1795  is  not  normally  distinguished  as  a  different 
design  type,  the  vastly  different  size  of  the  portrait 
should  make  it  so.  Thus,  serious  consideration 
should  be  given  to  dividing  this  particular  style 
into  two  categories:  1794  Large  Head  and  1795- 
1797  Small  Head . 11,500 

1804  Crosslet  4,  No  Stems.  B-11,  C-12.  AU-58 
(PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  highly  attractive  with 
dark  brown  surfaces.  Splashes  of  orange  lustre  are 
visible  on  the  reverse.  This  is  an  exceptional  ex¬ 


ample  for  the  grade .  1,395 

1851  EF-45  (PCGS) .  109 


Gem  Proof  1852  Half  Cent 
First  Restrike 

1852  First  Restrike.  B-2.  Proof-65  BN  (NGC). 
Dark  brown  Proof  surfaces  with  hints  of  blue  and 
iridescent  toning.  An  attractive  example  with 
moderately  reflective  fields.  The  1852  is  especially 
important  as  a  Proof-only  date,  as  no  pieces  were 
struck  for  regular  circulation.  The  acquisition  of 
this  coin  makes  it  possible  to  complete  a  date  run 
of  half  cents  of  the  decade  of  the  1850s.  ..  5,950 


LARGE  CENTS 


1797  With  counterstamped  IAS  in  hallmark  style 
punch  (as  used  by  silversmiths  and  other  workers 
in  soft  metal).  G-6.  Although  the  surfaces  are 
porous,  this  appears  to  be  Breen-17,  Sheldon- 


127,  a  scarce  variety .  119 

1802  F-12  (PCGS) .  195 


Pleasing  1804  Large  Cent 
1804  Original.  Breen-1,  Sheldon-266a.  Net 
VG-10,  sharpness  ofVF-25  with  eroded  surfaces. 
Before  shying  away  from  this  example,  please 
consider  the  typical  appearance  of  1804  large 
cents,  coins  that  almost  always  have  problems  of 
one  sort  or  another.  This  is  an  aesthetically  pleas¬ 
ing  example  with  dark  brown  surfaces.  Your  sat¬ 
isfaction  is  guaranteed,  as  always .  1 ,250 

1807/6  B-3,  S-273.  Counterstamped  with  a  crown 

figure  in  incused  oval.  VG .  295 

1812  Large  Date.  B-3,  S-288.  VG-7.  Attractive  brown 
with  lighter  tan.  Very  hghdy  cleaned .  145 

Lovely  1814  Large  Cent 
Crosslet  4  Variety 

1814  Crosslet  4.  B-1,  S-294.  AU-58  BN  (NGC). 
Lustrous  rich  glossy  brown  surfeces.  Well  struck.  All 
told  a  very  outstandir^  example  of  the  last  year  of  the 
Classic  Head  motif — ideal  for  the  type  set  collector 
as  well  as  the  date  and  variety  specialist . 4,500 

Lovely  1814  Plain  4  Cent 
1814  Plain  4.  B-2,  S-295.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Sat¬ 
iny  brown  with  strong  golden  lustre  in  the  pro¬ 
tected  areas.  A  classic  example  of  Classic  Head 
large  cent  coinage.  You  won’t  find  another  that 
looks  so  fine  at  the  assigned  grade  level — you  may 
even  have  difficulty  finding  a  finer  specimen  at  a 
higher  assigned  grade!  .  3,950 

1816  N-2  Cent 

1816  Newcomb-2  MS-63.  From  the  Phillip 
Flarmagan  Collection  Sale,  there  as:  “Lot  2636: 
1816  N-2.  MS-63.  Nearly  fiiU  mint  color,  barely 
faded  in  the  obverse  fields.  The  reverse  is  entirely 
red  and  the  obverse  is  perhaps  80%  mint  color. 
An  outstanding  specimen!  We’ve  seen  many  1816 
cents  in  Mint  State,  but  we  can  never  recall  see¬ 
ing  one  with  this  much  original  mint  color  stiU 
remaining.  The  lustre  is  full  and  the  eye  appeal  is 
exemplary.  A  minor  abrasion  is  noted  in  the  left 
obverse  field  and  there  are  a  couple  of  spots  on  the 
reverse.  An  exquisite  specimen  that  stands  head 
and  shoulders  above  the  crowd.”  Since  that  time 
there  has  been  a  fair  amount  of  “play”  in  the  mar¬ 
ket  for  cents  of  this  era,  what  with  some  interest¬ 
ing  reports  of  sales  and  resales  from  the  Robinson 
S.  Brown,  Jr.  offerings  (Superior)  and  other 
sales — showing  that  more  than  just  a  few  nice 
pieces  have  posted  handsome  increases.  .  $2,200 
Roland  Park  Collection.  Tony  Terranova;  earlier  from  our 
sale  of  the  Phillip  Flannagan  Collection,  Lot  2636,  quoted 
above. 

Extensively  Pedigreed  1816  N-4  Cent 
1816  N-4  MS-60  BN.  A  lovely  specimen,  rich  lus¬ 
trous  brown  surfeces.  Sharply  struck  portrait,  typi¬ 
cal  strike  on  stars  although  in  all  instances  reveahng 
the  six  rhomboids  that  comprise  each.  Sharp 
wreath.  Dentils  weak  in  areas.  An  impressive  coin 
that  has  successively  satisfied  some  of  the  most 
prominent  names  in  the  large  cent  field. ..  $1,480 
Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova;  Tom 
Reynolds;J.R.  Frankenfield,  Herman  Halpern,  Stack’s,  March 
16, 1988,  Lot  291 ;  Robinson  Brown,  Jr.,  Superior,  September 
30, 1986,  Lot  442;  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries,  November  10, 
1972,  Lot  771;  Julian  Leidman. 

Lovely  1816  N-9  Cent 

1816  N-9  AU-58.  Deep  and  richly  lustrous  surfrees. 

Sharply  struck  on  the  portrait  and  wreath,  usual 
strike  on  stars,  dentils  vary  from  sharp  to  soft,  all  in 
accordance  with  expectations  for  N-9 . $2,340 

Roland  Park  Collection. 

Lustrous  1817  N-2  Cent 

1817  N-2  AU-55.  Small  dig  near  star  13.  Lustrous 
surfrees.  Lighdy  stmek  at  lower  right  of  the  obverse 
and  corresponding  part  of  the  reverse,  as  the  die 
faces  were  not  parallel  in  the  press  (the  same  situa¬ 
tion  recurs  many  times  elsewhere  in  numismatics; 
e.g.,  1817  N-16cent,  1794  silver  dollar).  $1,900 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova;  Chris 
Victor-McCawlcy;  October  2000  Pre-Long  Beach  Sale,  Supe¬ 
rior,  Lot  1235. 

Attractive  1817  N-5  Cent 
1817  N-5  MS-60  BN.  Above  average  strike  at 


portrait,  wreath,  stars,  and  letters.  Dentils  vary  as 
typical  for  N-5.  Rich  lustrous  brown  surfaces.  A 
few  contact  marks  (popularly,  kegmarks)  in  the 
obverse  field.  An  attractive  addition  to  any  high 

quahty  cabinet  of  middle  date  cents . $1,640 

Roland  Park  Collection. 

1817  N-8  Mouse  Variety  AU-55.  A  lovely  coin  from 
our  Flannagan  Collection  Sale,  Lot  2641,  there  as: 
“1817  N-8.  13  Stars,  Mouse  variety.  AU-55.  Su¬ 
perb  lustrous  chocolate  brown  and  mahogany.  Ex¬ 
cellent  eye  appeal  and  the  fields  are  immaculate.  A 
planchet  depression,  as  stmek,  is  noted  near  star  5. 
Late  die  state  with  heavy  radial  erosion  lines  and  the 
peeking  mouse  die  break  atop  Liberty’s  head.  A  few 
slide  marks  may  be  noted  on  Liberty’s  hair  with  a 
glass.  An  impressively  attractive  specimen  of  this 

popular  Mouse  variety.” . $1,060 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova;  our 
Flarmagan  Collection  Sale,  Lot  2641 . 

1817  N-9  Mouse  Variety  Cent 

1817  N-9  Mouse  Variety  MS-63  BN.  Deep  richly 
lustrous  surfaces.  Mouse  prominent  on  top  ofMiss 
Liberty’s  head.  One  of  the  nicest  seen. ...  $1,890 
Roland  Park  Collection. 

1817  N-9.  Mouseless.  MS-60  BN.  Rich  lustrous 
brown  surfaces.  Nice  strike.  Strong  dentils  on 

both  sides,  especially  bold  on  reverse .  $948 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova;  Midwest¬ 
ern  dealer;  Early  American  Coppers  Sale,  April  8,  2000,  Cape 
Canaveral,  FL,  Lot  290 

1817  13  Stars.  Newcomb-9.  MS-63  BN  (NGC). 
Very  sharply  stmek  with  lustrous  dark  brown  sur¬ 
faces  and  hints  of  oHve .  750 

Attractive  1817  N-10  Cent 

1817  N-10  AU-58.  Rich  lustrous  leather-brown 
surfaces.  Well  stmek  with  extremely  bold  dentils. 
John  D.  Wright:  “Common  in  aU grades.”  Coun¬ 
terpoint  by  WiUiamC.  Noyes;  “Supposedly ‘com¬ 
mon’  in  Mint  State — ^where  are  they?”  ...  $  1 ,560 
Roland  Park  Collection. 

1817  N-11  MS-60  BN.  Lustrous  brown  surfaces.  A 
very  attractive  specimen.  Sharp  at  portrait,  wreath, 
and  letters.  Stars  hght,  and  with  dentils  mosdy 
blended  into  border,  as  usual  for  N-11.  ...  $1,140 
Roland  Park  Collection. 

1817  N-13.  Lazy  3  AU-58.  A  lovely  coin  from  our 
Flannagan  Collection  Sale,  there  as  Lot  2643: 
“1817  N-13. 13  Stars.  AU-58.  Radiant  cartwheel 
lustre  on  surfaces  rich  with  faded  mint  color,  hght 
brown  and  gold.  A  few  scattered  contact  marks  and 
a  spot  between  stars  1  and  2  are  noted,  but  the  eye 
appeal  of  this  coin  is  quite  impressive.  While  fairly 
frequently  found  in  high  grades,  the  N-13  is  many 
multiples  rarer  than  N- 1 4  in  this  grade  and  presents 
a  much  more  attractive  appearance,  with  full  den¬ 
tils  and  a  strong  strike  as  opposed  to  the  frequently 
mushy  N-14.  ‘This  piece  is  just  as  nice  as  could  be 
for  the  grade,  and  it  comes  with  a  fine  pedigree. 
From  Superior  Galleries’  sale  of  the  Robert 
Matthews  Collection,  May  1989,  Lot  553  (as  MS- 
60);  earher  in  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Herman  Halpern 
Collection,  March  1988,  Lot  346;  earher  still  from 
Stack’s  sale  of  the  Alto  Collection,  December 
1970,  Lot  557,  thence  to  C.  Douglas  Smith,  thence 
to  Denis  Loring.” . $1,160 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova;  our 
Flannagan  Collection  Sale,  Lot  2643. 

1817  N-15  EF-45.  Another  Flannagan  Collection 

Sale  item  via  Tony  Terranova,  there  described  as: 
“Lot  2644. 1817  N-15.  Rarity-4. 13  Stars.  EF-45, 
five  points  sharper  but  recolored.  Even  medium 
brown  with  oHve  halos  around  design  elements. 
Tiny  rim  nicks  at  star  1 3  and  over  C  in  AMERICA 
noted,  as  is  a  faint  scratch  near  D  of  UNITED  on 
the  reverse.  StiU  fuU  of  eye  appeal  and  desirable  in 
appearance.  This  is  a  scarce  variety  in  any  grade, 
prohibitively  so  in  grades  higher  than  the  present 
specimen.  When  this  was  offered  in  1992  in  the 
fine  John  Nicholas  large  cent  coUection,  it  was 
described  as  tied  for  seventh  best  with  a  few  other 
examples.  Certainly  one  of  the  finest  available  and 
worthy  of  strong  bidder  support.  From  Superior’s 
sale  of  the  John  Nicholas  CoUection,  February 
1992,  Lot  501  (there  certified  PCGS  55).  Earher 
owned  by  RE.  ‘Ted’  Naft^er.” . $685 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Ted  Naftzger,  et  al.,  as 
noted  above. 

1817N-16  lSStarsAU-50. 15  stars;  the  only  such  star 
count  in  the  series.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  Typical 
strike  for  N-16.  One  of  the  aU-time  great  classics 
in  the  middle  date  cent  series,  although  hardly  a 
rarity.  This  particular  variety  was  absent  from  the 
RandaU  Hoard,  and  because  of  this  high-grade 
pieces  are  very  elusive.  The  present  ranks  in  the  top 
10%  we  have  ever  seen  or  handled.  The  variety  is 
a  great  anomaly,  as  the  engraver  missed  the  correct 
count  by  two  stars  (in  contrast  to,  for  example,  the 
1 2-star  half  cent  of 1 828  and  the  1 2-star  $5  of 1 832 , 
erroneous  by  one  star).  Moreover,  it  is  the  only 
wrong  star  count  coin  in  the  entire  copper  cent 
series.  In  A  Description  of  Ancient  and  Modem  Coins 
in  the  Cabinet  Collection  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States, 
1860,  Mint  Director  James  Ross  Snowden  offered 
this  bit  of  knowledge  (p.  114):  “In  the  foUowing 
year,  1817,  a  cent  of  this  pattern  [motif]  made  its 
appearance,  bearing Ji/feen  stars,  but  was  soon  dis¬ 
continued.”  Seemingly,  Snowden  thought  it  was 
an  intended  design  change!  . $1,325 

Roland  Park  Collection. 

1818  N-1  MS-64  BN.  Deep,  richly  lustrous  brown 
surfaces  that  are  as  nice  as  we  have  ever  seen  on  any 
cent  of  this  era.  Typical  strike  for  N- 1 ,  sharper  at  the 


NUMISMATICS  OF  YESTERDAY 

•  So  many  coins!  In  1873  a  full  Proof  set  of  basic  types  would  have  included  all  of  these 
coins:  Indian  Head  cent,  nickel  three-cent  piece,  silver  three<ent  piece,  Shield  nickel,  half 
dime,  dime  without  arrows  at  date,  dime  with  arrows  at  date,  quarter  dollar  without  arrows 
at  date,  quarter  dollar  with  arrows  at  date,  half  dollar  without  arrows  at  date,  half  dollar 
with  arrows  at  date.  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollar,  trade  dollar,  gold  dollar,  $2.50,  $3,  $5,  $10, 
and  $20. 

•  In  1906  Henry  Chapman  left  the  coin-dealing  partnership  he  had  enjoyed  (presumably) 
with  his  brother,  S.  Hudson  Chapman,  since  1878,  and  struck  out  on  his  own,  at  first  styling 
himself  as  Henry  Chapman,  Jr,  but  quickly  dropping  the  “Jr.”  Soon,  he  developed  a  wide 
mail-order  clientele  as  he  was  a  letter-writer  and  attention-payer  to  his  clients,  who 
appreciated  the  personal  attention.  Success  attended  his  efforts,  and  he  prospered  into  the 
1930s. 

•  Mints  that  never  were:  Over  a  long  period  of  time,  federal  coinage  mints  have  been 
proposed  for  various  locations,  but  they  never  saw  fruition,  such  localities  including  Columbus, 
Ohio;  St.  Louis,  Missouri;  New  York  City;  and  The  Dalles,  Oregon.  Interesting,  the  mint  at 
The  Dalles  was  actually  built,  but  it  was  never  put  into  use. 

•  In  the  summer  of  1795  federal  gold  coins  were  struck  for  the  first  time— to  be  minted 
continuously  from  then  until  1933,  except  for  1816  and  1917-1919. 

•  The  Series  of  1886  Silver  Certificate  design  features  five — count  them,  five— Morgan 
silver  dollars  as  the  reverse  design— spread  out  across  the  note.  Such  a  piece  of  currency, 
readily  available  in  the  marketplace,  would  make  a  nice  “go-with”  for  a  Morgan  dollar 
collection. 


center  than  at  the  periphery.  Here  is  a  coin  that  has 
been  lovingly  appreciated  for  a  long  time!  .  $1,140 

From  Tony  Terranova.  Roland  Fark  Collection. 

1818  N-3  MS-62  BN.  Attractive  tight  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Nicely  struck  in  the  context  of  N-3.  Com¬ 
plete  discerning  of  dentils,  more  prominent  on 
the  reverse  than  on  the  obverse.  A  splendid  1818 
cent! .  $695 

Roland  Fark  Collection. 

1818  N-6.  MS-63  BN.  Rich  chestnut  colored  sur¬ 
faces  with  much  gloss.  A  thoroughly  handsome 
example  of  this  issue .  875 

Revene  from  die  state  with  crack  through  ED  ST,  continu¬ 
ing  to  the  highest  wreath  leaf  below  the  second  S  (STATES), 
then  through  F  (OF)  and  AMERIC. 

1818  N-8  EF-40.  A  lovely  coin  from  our  Flannagan 
Collection  Sale,  there  described  as  Lot  2645:  “1818 
N-8.  Rarity-3.  EF-40.  Glossy  and  attractive  mottled 
medium  brown.  Superb  eye  appeal  for  the  assigned 
grade,  just  a  few  scattered  contact  marks  and  two 
spots  at  the  top  of  the  revene.  Planchet  chip  noted 
at  star  5.  A  fine  specimen  of  a  variety  that  is  difficult 
to  locate  much  sharper.” . $1,180 

Roland  Fark  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova;  B&M's 
Fhillip  Flannagan  Collection  Sale,  November  2001;  Superior 
Galleries’  sale  of  the  Robinson  S.  Brown,  Jr.  Collection,  Sep¬ 
tember  1986. 

1818  N-10  MS-64  BN  with  tinges  of  red. 

Sharply  struck  on  the  portrait,  stars,  wreath,  and 
letters.  Dentils  blend  into  rim,  especially  on  the 
reverse .  $840 

Roland  Fark  Collection. 

1819  N-2.  Large  Date  MS-64  BN.  From  the  B&M 

Geneva  Sale,  2001,  there  as  Lot  49;  “1819  N-2. 
Large  Date.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  wonderful 
example,  nearly  of  gem  quality,  with  outstanding 
frosty  brown  lustre  on  both  obverse  and  reverse. 
Sharply  struck.  A  later  die  state  with  the  date  and 
most  stars  connected  by  fine  die  cracks.  Prominent 
die  rust  is  visible  on  the  reverse.” . $1,180 

Roland  Fark  Collection.  Fedigree  as  noted.  Now  out  of 
FCGS  holder  but  with  tag. 

1819  N-3  Cent 

1819  N-3  AU-55.  Pdeh  lustrous  brown.  Well 
struck  portrait,  wreath,  and  letters,  tightly  struck 
stars  (as  expected).  A  very  attractive  example, 
scarce  so  fine . $1,720 

Roland  Fark  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova;  Chris 

Victor-McCawley. 

1819  N-6.  Close  Date  MS-63  BN.  Medium 
brown  lustrous  surfaces.  Well  struck,  most  den¬ 
tils  very  bold,  etc.  A  nice  N-6! . $1,385 

Roland  Fark  Collection. 

1819  N-9.  Small  Date  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  sur¬ 
faces,  mostly  brown  with  tinges  of  red,  a  lovely 
Mint  State  coin  with  some  original  color,  invit¬ 
ing  you  to  grade  it  as  you  wish;  NGC  suggests 
MS-64  RB.  Probably  ex  Randall  Hoard.  .  $975 

Roland  Fark  Collection,  From  the  Superior  sale  of  Sep¬ 
tember  1997,  Lot  934.  With  label  from  NGC  (No.  664252-004) 
as  MS-64  RB. 

Gem  1820/19  N-3  Overdate  Cent 

1820/19  N-3  MS-65  RB.  Double-digit  overdate, 
1819  die  corrected  to  read  1820.  Lustrous  brown 
surfaces  with  much  original  mint  red.  Sharply 
struck  portrait,  wreath,  and  letters.  Typical  stars 
for  N-3.  AJind  so  nice!  . $5,780 

Roland  Fark  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova, 

1820  N-10.  Large  Date  MS-63  RB.  Sharply  struck 

portrait,  wreath,  and  letters.  Typical  stars.  Lus¬ 
trous  brown  with  ample  mint  red.  Dentils  blend 
into  rims . $1,180 

1820  N-12.  Large  Date  MS-61  BN  with  tinges  of 
red.  Lustrous  tight  brown.  Sharp  at  the  portrait, 
wreath,  and  letters.  Typical  stan  for  N-12.  $1 ,295 

Roland  Fark  Collection.  Tony  Terranova;  Chris  Victor- 
McCawley;  Stack's,  U.S.  Gold,  Silver&  CopperCoins,  October 
20-21, 1999,  Lot  154. 

1820  N-13.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  This  is  a  lovely, 
sharply  struck  example  with  nicely  blended  dark 
brown  and  tighter  tan.  FuUy  lustrous  with  hints 
of  pale  blue  toning.  This  is  a  popular  choice  for 
type  collectors  due  to  the  strength  of  design  de¬ 
tails  on  the  original  coinage  dies,  and  imparted  to 
the  coins  struck  from  them .  1,195 

1820  N-15.  Sm(ilfDafcMS-64BN.  Rich  lustrous 

brown  surfaces  with  some  tinges  of  original  mint 
red,  especially  on  the  reverse.  Sharp  at  the  portrait, 
wreath,  and  letters.  Typical  stars  for  N-15.  A 
beautiful  cent!  . $1,350 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova. 

Key  1821  N-lb  Cent 

1821  N-lb  AU-55.  Light  brown  fields  with  tinges 

oftighter  color.  Lustre  remains  in  certain  protected 
areas.  Some  “kegmarks”  on  portrait.  Nicely  struck 
at  centers,  stars  typical.  A  thoroughly  satisfying 
specimen  ofN-1,  second  (and  distantly  so)  only  to 
the  1 823  in  tenns  of  elusive  dates  in  the  later  reach 
of  the  series  1816-1857 . $5,625 

Roland  Fark  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova. 


Memorable  1821  N-2  Cent 
1821  N-2  AU-55.  A  memorable  1821  cent  from 
the  Bowers  and  Merena  Geneva  Sale,  Lot  55, 
there  described:  “1821  N-2.  AU-55  (PCGS). 
Attractively  blended  tight  tan  and  dark  brown 
with  sharp  design  elements.  A  few  very  minor 
abrasions  are  noted,  consistent  with  the  grade. 
Traces  of  lustre  remain  around  the  devices.  A  very 
pleasing  example  and  quite  scarce,  especially  in 
high  grade.  As  a  date,  1821  cents  are  quite  elusive 
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with  high  quality  examples  very  seldom  offered.  ” 
In  the  wide  world  of  numismatics  we  surest  that 
there  are  no  more  than  a  hundred  cents  of  this 
date  at  the  AU  or  higher  level,  a  tiny  figure  in 
comparison  to  the  everlasting  desire  to  form  ba¬ 
sic  collections  of  dates  and  overdates.  Indeed, 
John  D.  Wright,  who  calls  this  issue  “common  in 
all  grades  but  Mint  State”  (please  sell  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  a  fistful  of  common  EF  and  AU 
coins!),  does  go  on  to  say  that  “several”  (which  to 
us  does  not  sound  tike  a  lot)  exist  in  EF  grade,  1 5+ 
in  AU  (as  here,  if  Mr.  Wright  considers  the 
present  coin  to  be  AU),  and  11  to  27  in  Mint 
State.  Our  own  experience  is  that  EF  coins  are 
elusive,  but  in  any  event  are  more  available,  at  least 
in  collections  that  have  passed  through  our  por¬ 
tals,  than  are  Mint  State  issues.  Regarding  Mint 
State  specimens,  CQR  records  just  seven.  One 
thing  about  studying,  collecting,  and  writing 
about  old  coppers  is  that  there  are  a  lot  of  opin¬ 
ions  out  there,  sometimes  diverse,  but  all  inter¬ 
esting  and  all  contributing  to  the  field  we  enjoy 
so  much . $3,520 

Roland  Fark  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova;  B&M 
Geneva  Sale,  Lot  55.  Out  of  holder  and  with  FCGS  ticket. 

1821  N-2.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Pleasing  golden  tan 

with  splashes  of  darker  brown  toning.  A  few  very 
minor  abrasions  and  trivial  scratches  are  present. 
This  is  a  desirable  example  and  considered  one  of 
the  key-dates  to  the  series .  1 ,395 

Mint  State  1822  N-2  Close  Date  Cent 

1822  N-2.  Close  Date  MS-62'BN.  Light  brown  sur- 

6ces.  Well  stmek.  An  object  of  rare  beauty,  as  high 
grade  1822  cents  often  are.  Save  for  the  1822,  coins 
after  the  ILandaU  Hoard  and  prior  to  1825  are  dev¬ 
ilishly  difficult  to  track  down  in  AU  or  better  grades. 
In  his  detailed  study  WiUiam  C.  Noyes  tistedjust  six 
Mint  State  pieces  known  to  him . $1 ,880 

Roland  Fark  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova;  Chris 
Victor-McCawley. 

Mint  State  1822  N-4  Cent 

1822  N-4  MS-62  BN.  Light  brown  surfaces  are 
very  attractive.  Sharp  at  portrait,  wreath,  and  let¬ 
ters.  Stars  typical  for  N-4.  A  coin  with  a  nice  “per¬ 
sonality,”  we  suggest . $2,360 

Roland  Fark  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova,  Chris 
Victor-McCawley,  Gordon  Wrubel,  Neilsen,  Denis  W.  Loring, 
Clark,  in  unknown  order. 

1822  N-6.  AU-58  (NGC) .  875 

1823/2  N-1  Overdate  Cent 

1823/2  N-1  EF-45  (PCGS).  An  attractive  and 
thoroughly  desirable  specimen  of  the  overdate 
version  of  by  far  the  scarcest  year  among  cents  of 
the  1816-1857  span.  Rich  leather-brown  sur¬ 
faces,  typical  strike  for  1823/2,  overdate  feature 
very  boldly  defined.  Some  verdigris  at  right  bor¬ 
der  on  reverse.  It  is  only  once  in  a  long  while  that 
we  have  the  opportunity  to  offer  an  1 823/2  in  EF 
grade,  as  by  &r  the  greater  number  of  extant  speci¬ 
mens  are  very  worn,  typically  Good  to  Fine.  As 
such  this  will  be  a  highlight  in  any  fine  cabinet  of 
Middle  Date  cents . $2,990 

Roland  Fark  Collection. 

Important  AU  1823  N-2  Cent 

1823  N-2  AU-50.  Lightly  brushed  at  one  time. 

Graded  AU-55  many  years  ago.  Medium  brown 
surfaces.  Well  struck  on  the  portrait,  wreath,  and 
letters.  Stars  with  some  usual  tightness.  Highly 
important  as  &r  and  away  the  rarest  date  cent  from 
1816  to  1857,  the  object  of  desire  for  thousands 
of  numismatists.  Of  the  1823  cents  that  do  exist, 
most  are  well  worn.  Even  at  the  Extremely  Fine 
level  the  1 823  is  a  rarity.  The  present  piece  is  quite 
attractive  overall . $4,935 

Roland  Fark  Collection.  From  Chris  Victor  McCawley, 
Earlier  from  Garden’s  Coin  Exchange,  Falm  Beach,  Florida, 
“coin  from  collection  of  John  Dearden,  copy  editor,  Saturday 
Evening  Fost.”  Graded  AU-55  at  that  time. 

1823  N-2.  VF-35.  A  lovely  example  of  the  1823 
N-2,  graded  VF-35,  and  probably  in  the  top  20% 
of  extant  pieces  of  this  date,  quality-wise.  From 
the  Lucien  LaRiviere  Collection  Sale,  and  highly 
admired  at  the  time,  as  now . $  1 ,240 

Roland  Fark  Collection.  Lucien  LaRiviere  Collection  Sale, 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  March  2001,  Lot  2571. 

1823  “Restrike”  Cent 

1823  Restrike  MS-63  BN.  A  handsome  specimen 
of  the  so-called  “restrike,”  actually  a  muting  of 
dies  that  were  not  related  originally.  Rich  lustrous 
brown  surfaces.  Earlier  certified  as  MS-64  BN 
(NGC  585667-001,  ticket  not  present).  Believed 
to  have  been  struck  in  or  near  Philadelphia  circa 
1 860  or  so  to  supply  examples  of  this  rare  date  to 
those  who  could  not  locate  them  elsewhere.  Mark 


Borckardt  of  our  staff  has  written  extensively  con¬ 
cerning  this  highly  interesting  issue . $1,485 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova. 

Hard-to-Find  1824/2  N-1  Overdate  Cent 

1824/2  N-1  Overdate  AU-53.  Medium  lustrous 
brown.  Well  struck  at  the  centers.  Obverse  with 
some  usual  tightness  at  the  stars.  Overdate  feature 
very  bold.  It  has  been  our  observation  that  1824/ 
2  is  one  of  the  very  rarest  overdate  varieties  in  the 
large  cent  series.  Only  infrequently  do  we  have 
one  in  even  EF  grade,  let  alone  AU!  . $3,340 

Roland  Fark  Collection.  From  Chris  Victor-McCawley. 

1824/2  N-1  Overdate,  (duplicate)  EF-40.  A  lovely 
specimen  firem  the  Lucien  LaRiviere  Collection  Sale. 
Scarce  in  any  grade,  rare  in  EF  or  finer . $  1 ,300 

Roland  Fark  Collection. 

1824  N-2  Cent 

1824  N-2  AU-58.  Medium  lustrous  brown.  Nicely 

struck  on  both  sides;  some  normal  tighmess  at  stan. 
As  a  date  the  1824  is  highly  ranked  among  issues 
1816-1857,  being  in  the  top  five  in  our  opinion,  al¬ 
though  the  elusive  character  of  this  issue  is  generally 
overlooked.  On  the  other  hand,  John  D.  Wright 
considen  this  to  be  common  in  Mint  State,  with  a 
population  exceeding  three  dozen.  In  any  event,  a 
lovely  AU  1824  N-2  seems  rare  torn . $2,390 

Roland  Fark  Collection.  From  Chris  Victor-McCawley. 

Glossy  1825  N-3  Close  Date  Cent 

1825  N-3.  Close  Date  AU-55.  Glossy  tight  brown 

surfaces.  Well  stmek  on  the  portrait,  wreath,  and 
letters.  Typical  stars.  A  highly  attractive  specimen 
of  this  issue . $1,590 

Roland  Fark  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova,  Chris 
Victor-McCawley,  et  al.,  including  the  Dennis  Mendelson 
Collection,  Lot  .525. 

1825  N-8  MS-60  BN.  Quite  well  stmek.  Medium 

brown  surfaces.  A  choice  N-8 . $1,070 

Roland  Fark  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova;  Chris 
Victor-McCawley. 

1826/5  Overdate.  N-8.  EF-40  (ICG).  EAC  grade 
slightly  less.  Pleasing  medium  to  dark  brown  with 
only  a  few  very  minor  imperfections.  Traces  of 
lustre  remain  visible.  The  features  of  the  overdate 
are  clearly  visible .  735 

1826  N-9  EF-45.  Medium  brown.  An  ideal  grade 

in  a  way — high  enough  to  reveal  detail  and  be 
very  attractive,  but  low  enough  to  be  inexpensive 
in  the  context  of  quality  cents  of  the  decade.  Fairly 
sharply  stmek;  dentils  delineated  but  not  deep; 
perfect  die .  $540 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tom  Reynolds. 

1827  N-7  MS-62  BN  with  tinges  of  red.  Nicely 

stmek.  A  thoroughly  pleasing  example  of  one  of 
the  scarcer  dates  of  the  era . $  1 ,290 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova;  Chris 
Victor-McCawley 

Notable  1827  N-9  Cent 

1827  N-9  AU-53.  Gorgeous  tight  lustrous  surfaces. 
Exceptional  appearance.  A  notably  high  grade 
example  of  N-9 . $1,985 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tom  Reynolds. 

1827  N-11  AU-58.  Rich  lustrous  brown  fields.  A 
lovely  cent  from  this  somewhat  scarce  year.  $490 

Roland  Fark  Collection. 

1828  N-2.  VF-30 .  139 

Stunning  1828  N-3  Cent 

1828  N-3  MS-63  BN.  Gorgeous  lustrous  tight 
brown  surfaces,  a  coin  deserving  of  a  numismatic 
beauty  prize!  Well  stmek  and  very  appealing  in 
each  and  everyway!  Wiltiam  C.  Noyes  cited  only 
four  specific  Mint  State  specimens . $1,830 

Roland  Fark  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova;  Chris 
Victor-McCawley. 

The  Hines-Sheldon  1828  N-6  Cent 
Noyes  Plate  Coin 

1828  N-6  MS-65  BN.  Sharply  stmek.  Deeply  lus¬ 
trous  tight  brown  surfaces  with  nuances  of  irides¬ 
cence.  A  superb  1828  cent  with  an  illustrious 
pedigree  plus  having  the  status  ofbeing  the  Noyes 
plate  coin . $2,760 

Roland  Fark  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova:  earlier 
Henry  Hines;  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon;  1949  ANA  Sale,  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Gallery  (Abe  Kosoff  and  Abner  Kreisberg),  August 
2.5, 1949,  Lot  1620;  Floyd  Starr  via  Stack’s;  2000  EAC  Conven¬ 
tion  Sale,  March  ,51, 2001,  Lot  ,587;  Chris  Victor-McCawley.  • 
Noyes  plate  coin. 

1828  N-10  Small  Date  MS-60  BN.  Lustrous 
glossy  tight  brown  surface.  Nicely  stmek  on  por¬ 
trait,  wreath,  and  letters.  Typical  tightness  of  some 
stars.  A  very  appealing  specimen.  Not  a  rarity,  but 
difficult  to  locate  for  anyone  seeking  to  quickly 
find  one . $1,235 


Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Bowers  and  Ruddy  (Jaller- 
ies,  W.  Foster  Schreeder  Collection,  B&R,  April  2.5-25, 1979, 
Lot  1053;  j.R.  Grellman  Collection;  other  owners  to  Chris 
Victor-McCawley  and  Tony  Terranova. 

1828  N-1  lb  MS-64  BN.  Light  brown.  Fairly  well 

stmek.  An  illustrious  pedigree  adds  to  the  desir¬ 
ability  of  this  lovely  cent . $  1 ,430 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  the  New  Netherlands  Coin 
Co.  section  of  ANA  Sale,  1952,  Homer  K.  Downing  estate 
collection.  Lot  2171,  in  pencil:  “N-11  State  b.  MS-60'’;  Willard 
C.  Blaisdell  to  R.E.  Naftzger,  Jr.,  July  1976,  then  graded  MS- 
65.  Listed  in  the  Noyes  census  as  MS-60+,  the  highest  grade 
given  any  that  he  specifically  mentions,  except  one. 

Memorable  Quality  1829  N-1  Cent 

1829  N-1  MS-60  BN.  Well  stmek  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous.  Medium  brown  surfaces . $2,340 

Roland  Fark  Collection,  From  Tony  Terranova;  ex  Del 
Bland,  November  1988,  notation  of $3,000  (sale  price?). 

1829  N-2  MS-62  BN.  Lustrous  tight  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Well  stmek  and  very  attractive.  A  rather 
dangerous  cent  from  the  1820s,  as  one  could  be 
spoiled  into  wanting  all  varieties  to  be  this  nice — 
of  course,  an  impossible  dream . $1,240 

Roland  Fark  Collection.  From  Tom  Reynolds. 

1829  N-6  Cent 

1829  N-6  MS-60  BN.  Well  stmek,  lustrous,  tight 
brown  surfaces — and  by  looking  carefully  near  the 
wreath  on  the  reverse  we  even  see  a  few  blushes 
of  original  mint  red.  A  delightful  cent! ...  $2,340 

Roland  Fark  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova;  Chris 
Victor-McCawley. 

Lovely  1829  N-8  Cent 
How  to  describe  it? 

1829  N-8  MS-63  BN.  A  real  cutie-pie  (if,  indeed,  a 

penny  can  be  a  mtie-pie)  ofa  coin!  Sharply  stmek  with 
chestnut  colored  surfrees.  Delicious  (if,  indeed,  a 
cent  can  be  tike  a  Hershey  bar).  Another  “spoiler” 
cent,  inasmuch  as  not  many  other  coppers  of  the 
1820s  are  apt  to  be  found  so  nice . $2,450 

Roland  Fark  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova,  Chris 
Victor-McCawley;  and  Lot  922  in  an  earlier  Superior  sale. 

1830  N-1  MS-62  BN.  Glossy  tight  brown  surfaces. 

Well  stmek.  A  dandy  1830  N-1  cent .  $945 

Roland  Fark  Collection. 

1830  N-1  AU-58.  Satiny  light  brown  surfaces. 
Nicely  stmek.  First  date  of  the  new  decade  or  last 
date  of  the  old  decade,  take  your  pick .  $585 

Roland  Fark  Collection.  From  Tom  Reynolds. 

Mint  State  1830  N-2  Cent 

1830  N-2  MS-63  BN.  Glossy  tight  brown  surfrees. 

Typical  strike  for  N-2,  tight  stars  and  highest  leaf 
details.  In  the  context  of  N-2  this  is  a  winning 
coin,  very  pleasing  to  the  eye . $2,675 

Roland  Fark  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova;  Chris 
Victor-McCawley. 

1831  N-1  MS-64  BN.  Rich  lustrous  brown  fields 

and  devices.  Sharply  stmek  at  portrait,  wreath,  and 
letters,  typical  stars.  Planchet  clip  at  left  does  not 
reach  field.  Only  three  pieces  are  listed  above  MS- 
60  by  Wiltiam  C.  Noyes  (to  be  objective,  we  do 
not  know  if  this  coin  is  included  or  if  he  has  seen 
it  or  if  he  has,  how  he  graded  it).  Nevertheless, 
unquestionably  elusive  in  Mint  State . $1,440 

Roland  Fark  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova;  Chris 
Victor-McCawley. 

1831  N-3.  Small  Letters  MS-60  BN.  Lustrous 
tight  brown.  Sharp  portrait,  wreath,  and  letters, 
tight  stars,  this  being  standard  for  N-3.  A  very  at¬ 
tractive  specimen! .  $695 

Roland  Fark  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova,  backtc'ard 
in  time  to  Tom  Reynolds;  Douglas  Bird,  September  14, 1994, 
No.  675;  T.R.M.,  September  21, 1991, 

1831  N-6  MS-62  BN.  Highly  lustrous,  tight 
brown  satiny  surfaces.  A  nice  example .  $965 

Roland  Fark  Collection. 

1831  N-6  MS-60  BN.  Planchet  depression  at  CE 
(CENT),  possibly  from  grease  in  the  die.  Unusual 
as  a  mint  error.  Lustrous  rich  brown  sur&ces.  $540 

Roland  Fark  Collection.  From  Tom  Reynolds. 

1831  N-7  Cent  ex  Roland  Park 

1831  N-7  MS-60.  A  lovely  specimen  that  traces  its 
provenance  to  the  Flannagan  Collection  Sale, 
there  described  as:  “Lot  2671.  1831  N-7.  MS-60. 
Lustrous  tight  brown  with  motttings  of  olive  and 
rich  mint  color.  Splendid  eye  appeal  with  no  se¬ 
rious  detractions,  just  a  few  faint  contact  marks, 
one  of  which  is  located  across  from  Liberty’s  nose 
near  star  3  but  none  are  serious.  This  piece  has 
been  off  the  market  since  1972  when  it  was  of- 


More  Adventures  with  Rare  Coins 


Fifty  Favorite  Numismatic  Stories  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

•  By  Q.  David  Bowers,  most  award-winning  author  in  numismatics. 

•  460  pages,  large  8-1/2  by  11  page  size,  deluxe  coated  paper. 

•  Profusely  illustrated. 

•  50  chapters. 

•  Exciting,  interesting,  and  informative  reading. 

•  Foreword  by  Kenneth  E.  Bressett. 

•  List  price:  $89.00  (but  you  get  a  discount) 
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fered  as  part  of  the  Slife  Collection,  there  de¬ 
scribed  as  ‘tied  for  second  finest  known.’  Today 
there  are  a  number  ofMint  State  specimens  of  this 
variety  in  existence,  but  this  piece  deserves  con¬ 
sideration  as  a  Condition  Census  representative  of 
this  variety.  A  most  appeahng  piece  and  certainly 
worthy  of  inclusion  in  any  advanced  large  cent 
collection.” . $1,670 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova;  earlier  in 
the  Flannagan  Collection  Sale  as  quoted  above.  Still  earlier  from 
Lester  Merkin's  sale  of  the  Wayne  Slife  Collection,  October 
1972,  Lot  591. 

1 83 1  N-8  MS-64  BN.  Well  struck  with  satiny  fight 

brown  smooth  surfaces.  A  delightful  specimen  of 
N-8 . $1,325 

Roland  Park  Collection. 

1832  N-2.  Small  Letters.  Blundered  Reverse  Die 

MS-62  BN.  A  lovely  old-time  cent,  of  course, 
but  also  with  some  old-time  (sort  of)  pedigree 
connections.  Sharply  struck  save  for  some  typical 
star  centers.  Deep  rich  brown  lustre.  A  very  hand¬ 
some  cent,  a  treat  to  the  eye!  . $1 ,285 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova,  earlier 
from  Dr.  Charles  A.  Cass,  “Empire  Collection,”  Stack's,  No¬ 
vember  1957,  Lot  25.5;  Lester  Merkin,  sold  privately,  May  1979; 
Del  Bland;  David  Therrell;  Dr.  Jack  Adams  Collection,  May  .51  - 
June  2, 1982,  Lot  572;  Henry  Hettger,  March  1995.  With  shp 
from  old  listing,  not  attributed:  “The  ever-present  arc  crack 
through  the  upper  stars  on  the  obverse;  blundered  reverse 
legend:  TED  originally  punched  too  far  left,  then  corrected;  the 
next  word,  from  remaining  traces,  was  punched  in  as  SATTES 
rather  than  STATES,  then  mostly  ground  off  and  repunched 
correctly.  We  have  seen  no  mention  of  this  blunder.”  PCGS 
MS-62  BN  (1687  62/2552988);  ticket  not  retained. 

1832  N-3_  Large  Legend,  Large  Denomination 

MS-63  BN,  lustrous.  Light  brotvn  color.  The 
1/2  designates  double  profile,  a  striking  variety,  not 
a  die  variety . $1,290 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova;  earlier 
from  the  Lester  Merkin  sale  of  September  20,  1967,  Lot  109. 

Gem  1833  N-1  Cent 

1833  N-1  MS-66  BN.  Rich,  deep,  lustrous  brown, 
a  lively  Mint  State  coin  (pick  your  own  number) 
with  a  really  fine  pedigree.  No  doubt  this  will  be  a 
prized  possession  for  its  next  owner  as  well.  $1,470 

Roland  Park  Collection.  Tony  Terranova;  earher  James  A. 
Ross,  Scranton,  Penna.,  to  his  son,  Adrian  Ross;  Stack’s,  June 
1990,  Lot  1244;  Intermediary  owner;  Bob  Everett;  Early  Ameri¬ 
can  Coppers  Auction  No.  4, January  1992,  Lot  208;  Robinson  S. 
Brown,  Jr.,  Superior,  January  27, 1996,  Lot  584;  Tom  Reynolds. 

1833  N-2  MS-60  BN.  Fairly  well  struck.  Rich, 
smooth,  lustrous  glossy  brown  surfaces,  a  beauti¬ 
ful  coin  to  behold .  $625 

Roland  Park  Collection. 

1833  N-3.  Large  Date,  Small  Stars,  Small  Letters 
MS-62BN.  Lustrous.  Softly  struck,  as  typical  for 
N-3.  Very  attractive .  $680 

Roland  Park  Collection. 

1833  N-5.  Homed  8  MS-64  BN  with  tinges  of  red. 
Well  struck  except  for  several  star  centers.  High 
dentiled  borders.  A  very  beautiful  cent!  .$1,290 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova,  Chris 
Victor-McCawley;  Pre-Long  Beach  Sale,  February  7-8, 2000, 
Superior  Stamp  &  Coin,  Lot  1970. 

1833  N-6a  AU-55  BN.  Very  lustrous  and  with 
much  eye  appeal .  $940 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  the  Abner  Kreisberg  sale  of 
May  25-24, 1958,  Lee  and  Freeman  Collections,  Lot  1247,  pen 
notations  of  “AU-50”  and  “AU-55.”  Stack’s,  August  1976. 

1833  N-6.  AU-55.  Extremely  pleasing  dark  brown 

with  frosty  lustre.  Slight  doubling  of  Liberty’s 
profile  is  noted .  595 

1 834  N-1 .  Small  Date,  Large  Stars,  Small  Letters  AU- 
58.  Pdch  lustrous  brown.  Very  pleasing.  ..  $475 

Roland  Park  Collection. 

1834  N-2.  Small  Date,  Large  Stars,  Small  Letters 
MS-60  BN.  Dies  ahgned  200°.  Rich  lustrous 
brown.  A  handsome  cent!  Someone  at  the  Mint  was 
involved  in  various  font  sizes  this  year;  related  vari¬ 
eties  occur  among  1834  Capped  Bust  halves.  $765 

Roland  Park  Collection. 

1834  N-3.  Large  Date,  Small  Stars,  Small  Letters 
EF-45.  Medium  brown.  Nice  quality,  as  are  all  of 


the  Roland  Park  Collection  cents,  as  they  were 
dehberately  selected  as  such . $1,100 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tom  Reynolds. 

1835  N-7.  Head  of  1836  MS-62.  From  the  B&M 
Geneva  Sale,  there  as  Lot  67:  “1835  N-7.  Head 
of  1836.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  medium 
brown  with  a  few  very  fight  surface  marks  on  the 
obverse.  This  is  a  pleasing  example  from  a  later  die 
state  with  minor  die  rust  visible  on  both  obverse 
and  reverse.”  Typical  strike  for  N-7 .  $365 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova;  Geneva 
Sale  as  cited.  With  NGC  insert. 

Gem  1835  Young  Head  N-14  Cent 

1835  N-14.  Young  Head.  MS-65  BN.  A  splendid 

coin  with  rich,  lustrous,  glossy  surfeces,  light  brown 
with  some  hints  of  iridescence.  Very  fi’osty.  A  de¬ 
lightful  example  of  the  date  and  variety . 1,945 

1836  N-5  AU-53.  Attractive  fight  lustrous  brown 

surfaces.  Bought  as  a  common  N-1  after  having 
passed  through  the  hands  of  at  least  two  leading 
cent  experts  as  such,  but  recently  reattributed  by 
Gordon  Wrubel  as  the  much  scarcer  N-5  (no  vic¬ 
tory  here,  as  over  the  years  anyone  we  know,  in¬ 
cluding  the  writer,  QDB,  has  misattributed  a  coin 
or  two  or  three) .  $420 

Roland  Park  Collection. 

1836  N-6.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Nicely  struck, 

handsome  overall,  and  with  glossy  brown  sur¬ 
faces .  840 

1837  N-1  Plain  Hair  Cords,  Large  Letters  MS-60 

BN.  Medium  lustrous  brown.  Striking  in  areas 
ranges  from  sharp  to  light,  consistent  with  N-3. 
A  very  pleasing  example .  $840 

Roland  Park  Collection. 

1837  N-6.  Plain  Hair  Cords,  Large  Letters  AU-58. 
Lustrous  fight  brown.  Remarkably  sharply  struck 
(and,  as  such,  a  good  candidate  for  someone  seek¬ 
ing  the  basic  date  or  Guide  Book  variety,  and  not 
an  aficionado  of  Newcomb  esoterica) .  $485 

1837  N-7  and  8.  Plain  Hair  Cords,  Large  Letters 
MS-64  BN  with  tinges  of  red.  Nicely  struck  ex¬ 
cept  for  some  usual  stars.  Rich  light  brown  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces  with  blended  nuances  of  original 
mint  red.  A  thoroughly  satisfying  cent .  $980 

Roland  Park  Collection.  Once  slabbed  as  NGC  MS-64 
BN  (574199-004);  ticket  not  retained. 

1837  N-10.  Beaded  Hair  Cords,  Head  of 1838  MS- 

64  BN.  Actually,  better  described  as  olivish, 
greenish,  and  goldish,  and  with  deeply  lustrous 
fields.  Perhaps  recolored  at  one  time  (are  we  allowed 
to  use  this  word?).  Minutely  matte-style  surface 
characteristics,  perhaps  fight  rust  on  the  die — in 
any  event,  creating  a  pleasant  texture  from  a  nu¬ 
mismatic  viewpoint.  Well  struck .  $675 

Roland  Park  CoUecrion.  From  Tony  Terranova. 

1837  Medium  Letters.  N-13.  MS-64  BN 

(PCGS).  Rich  medium  brown  surfaces  with  some 
tinges  of  red  mint  lustre.  Struck  from  well-used 
dies  with  “orange  peel”  characteristics.  Somewhat 
hghtly  struck  on  the  stars  at  the  left  obverse.  Well 
struck  on  the  reverse.  The  dentils  on  both  sides 
are  indistinct  in  places.  A  spot  of  corrosion  is 
noted  in  the  lower  hair  curls.  A  pleasing  piece  that 
will  be  enjoyed  by  its  next  owner .  1,195 

1837  N-13.  Plain  Hair  Cords,  Large  Letters  MS-64 

BN.  Gorgeous  chocolate  brown  surfaces,  lustrous, 
and  everything  else  nice.  Strike  mostly  sharp,  save 
for  a  few  usual  stan.  Quality,  this  is  it! . $870 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova;  Tom 
Reynolds. 

1838  N-1  MS-63  BN  with  tinges  of  red.  In  large 

cent  circles  for  a  few  years  as  “N-3,”  but  later 
identified  as  N-1 .  A  handsome  coin,  more  or  less 
well  struck,  some  stars  being  the  usual  exceptions. 
A  pleasing  example  of  this  popular  (Wright:  “dirt 
common,”  although  we  are  not  sure  we  will  in¬ 
corporate  this  term  into  our  other  sales  presenta¬ 
tions!)  1838  variety .  $625 

Roland  Park  Collection. 

1839  N-3  Head  of 1838  Cent 

1839  N-3  Head  of 1838  MS-64  BN.  Rich  lustrous 


brown  surfaces.  Quite  well  struck  except  for  a  few 
usual  stars.  A  really  dynamic  Mint  State  cent  from 
a  visual  viewpoint — a  real  beauty! . $2,625 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova. 

Choice  1839  Silly  Head  N-4  Cent 

1839  N-4.  SUly  Head.  MS-64  RB.  Pdch  brown 
(mostly)  surfaces  with  some  splashes  of  original 
mint  red,  particularly  on  the  reverse.  Very  bold 
portrait,  star  definition,  and  wreath  details.  Some 
crumbling  of  dentils.  A  handsome  specimen  of  this 
curious  year  among  copper  cent  issues,  when 
Christian  Gobrecht  was  experimenting  with  dif¬ 
ferent  styles  of  portraits .  3,400 

1839  N-5  Booby  Head  Cent 

1839  N-5.  Booby  Head,  no  line  under  CENT.  MS- 

64  BN  (NGC).  Glossy  brown  surfaces.  Well 

struck  in  all  areas.  Tiny  planchet  rift  in  dentils  just 
below  star  2.  Perfect  die.  A  large  copper  cent  of 
compelling  beauty,  a  coin  the  quality  of  which  would 
not  be  easy  to  duplicate.  A  prize  Booby  coin  (sorry, 
we  could  not  help  ourselves!) . $2,230 

Roland  Park  CoUecrion. 

1839  N-5.  Booby  Head,  no  line  under  CENT,  (dupli¬ 
cate)  MS-60  BN.  Lustrous  brown  sur&ces.  $1,340 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova. 

1839  N-11  Booby  Head  Cent 

1839  N-11.  Booby  Head  MS-63  BN.  Medium 
brown  with  hints  of  olive  and  iridescence.  Nicely 
struck.  A  very  high  quality  N-11 . $1,960 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova;  earlier  in 
NGC  holder  as  MS-64  (1270891-002),  tagwirh  coin. 

1839  N-12.  Booby  Head  EF-40,  porosity.  Dark 
surfaces.  Wright;  “Quite  scarce,”  but  popularity 
enhanced  by  a  feud  alluded  to  by  Wright  (have  the 
numismatic  Hatfields  and  McCoys  settled  by 
now?) . $1,100 

Roland  Park  CoUecrion.  From  Tony  Terranova;Joe  Dooley 
Sale  by  McCawley  and  GreUman,  January  11, 1997,  Lot  438. 

1839  N-13.  Booby  Head  MS-62.  Glossy,  satiny  sur¬ 
faces  on  both  sides.  Light  brown  with  nuances  of 
olive.  Well  struck.  Very  attractive .  $1,250 

Roland  Park  CoUecrion.  From  Tony  Terranova;  Stack’s 
65th  Anniversary  Sale,  October  2000,  Lot  86. 

1841  N-4  MS-60  BN.  Sharp  and  attractive.  Scratch 

at  star  1 1  is  blended  with  the  surface;  otherwise  for 
us  this  would  be  an  MS-63 .  $755 

Roland  Park  CoUecrion.  From  Tony  Terranova;  earlier 
from  Bowers  and  Merena  in  1983;  McCawley  -  GreUman  sale, 
January  5,  1991,  Lot  181;  Walter  Dudgeon  Sale,  McCawley - 
GreUman,  July  30, 1994,  Lot  199. 

1842  N-4.  Large  Date  MS-60  BN.  Splendid,  su¬ 

perb,  smooth,  satiny,  sharply  struck,  supremely 
satisfying  surfaces .  $640 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova;  Tom 
Reynolds. 

1842  N-8.  Large  Date  MS-65  BN.  A  lovely,  indeed 
memorable  cent,  ex  Terranova  and  the  Geneva 
Sale,  there  as  Lot  9 1 :  “  1 842  N-8.  Large  Date.  MS- 

65  BN  (NGC).  Dark  olive  and  steel  brown  with 

traces  of  orange  lustre  in  the  protected  areas  around 
devices.  Close  to  the  Condition  Census  for  this 
variety.  Late  die  state  with  all  die  lines  removed 
through  lapping.  A  wavy  line  in  front  of  the  eye¬ 
ball  and  a  tiny  lump  on  the  cheek  are  the  only  vis¬ 
ible  attribution  points.” .  $980 

Roland  Park  CoUecrion.  From  Tony  Terranova,  Geneva 
Sale,  Lot  91,  with  NGC  tag. 

1843  N-3.  Obverse  and  Reverse  of ’42  MS-62  BN. 
Lustrous  light  brown  surfaces.  Stars  fight  for  the 
most  part,  typical  for  N-27.  Very  pleasing  overall. 
One  can  make  a  mini-career  or  numismatic  spe¬ 
cialty  just  collecting  the  varieties  of  1843!  "The 
Newcomb  book  lists  them  in  somewhat  miscella¬ 
neous  order,  contributing  to  the  challenge.  $845 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova. 

1843  N-6.  Obverse  and  Reverse  of ’44  MS-63  BN. 

Sharp  strike.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the  final  de¬ 
sign  and  positional  style  in  the  copper  cent  series, 
a  motif  continued  through  to  1857  (plus  the  1868 
numismatic  delicacy) .  $960 

Roland  Park  CoUecrion.  From  Tony  Terranova;  Tom 
Reynolds. 

1843  N-12.  Obverse  and 
Reverse  of ’42  Cent 

1843  N-12.  Obverse  and  Reverse  of ’42  MS-64  RB. 

A  lovely  coin  with  an  exceptionally  well  blended 
mixture  of  original  mint  red  and  natural  brown. 
Some  marks  on  the  cheek  keep  this  from  any 
higher  grade  that  could  be  assigned,  and  two 
planchet  flakes  (grading  impact  generally  ignored) 
are  in  the  left  obverse  field.  Otherwise,  this  would 
be  a  gem  of  gems.  Sharply  struck  and  of  command¬ 
ing  beauty . $1,625 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova;  earlier 
from  March  28-28,  1969,  Lester  Merkin,  Public  Auction  Sale, 
Lot  683  to  Bidder  162;  Superior’s  sale  of  the  Robinson  S.  Brown, 
Jr.,  Collection,  September  20  and  October  1,  1983,  Lot  969; 
Walter  Dudgeon  Sale,  McCawley -GreUman,  July  30, 1994,  Lot 
219.  J.  GreUman;  “3  known  of  State  b,  63-45-40.” 

1843  N-13  Obverse  of ’42,  Reverse  of ’44  MS-63 
BN.  Medium  to  dark  brown  with  olive  hues. 
Very  lustrous.  In  the  1950s,  when  collecting  by 
Newcomb  varieties  was  not  as  popular  as  it  is  to¬ 
day  (and  not  even  close!),  the  style  offered  here 
was  in  great  demand  as  the  most  elusive  of  the 
three  "Guide  Book  varieties.”  Many  if  not  most 
dealers  at  coin  shows  simply  listed  and  offered  a 
cent  as  “1843,”  and  it  was  fun  to  cherrypick  for 
examples  of  this  particular  style.  Later,  the  Early 
American  Coppers  Club  was  formed,  and  the 


large  cent  landscape  changed  forever .  $985 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova. 

1843  N-15.  Obverse  and  Reverse  of ’42  MS-60  BN. 

Medium  brown  surfaces.  Nicely  struck.  ..  $785 


Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova.  Ac¬ 
companied  by  PCGS  ticket  1844  62/4076794, 
MS-62. 

1843  N-16  Obverse  and 
Reverse  of ’44  Cent 

1843  N-16.  Obverse  and  Reverse  of ’44  MS-63  BN. 

Beautiful  medium  brown  and  olive  surfaces.  Sharply 
struck  at  the  center  of  the  obverse,  stars  fight  at  cen¬ 
ters  (as  expected).  Reverse  sharp.  Broad,  beveled 
and  somewhat  granular  features  beyond  dentils  to 
rim,  giving  a  “wide  fimie”  appearance  to  the  ob¬ 
verse  in  particular.  A  splendid  example  of  this  popu¬ 
lar  style,  the  entry  coin  to  the  basic  configuration  of 
the  head  of  Miss  Liberty  vis-a-vis  the  date  position 
as  carried  onward  to  1857 . $1,680 

Roland  Park  CoUecrion.  From  Tony  Terranova. 

1844  N-5  AU-55.  Lustrous  brown.  Mostly  sharply 

struck  save  for  a  few  star  centers .  $390 

Roland  Park  CoUecrion.  From  Chris  Victor-McCawley. 

1845  N-8  Cent 

1845  N-8  MS-64  RB,  prooflike.  Well  struck  and 

with  lovely  surfaces.  About  as  close  as  a  coin  can 
come  to  Proof  without  actually  being  one!  A  prize 
coin . $1,980 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  the  R.E.  Naftzger  Collec¬ 
tion.  The  pedigree  also  includes  Ben  Levin;  Denis  W.  Loring; 
Herman  Halpern  CoUecrion,  Stack’s,  March  1988,  Lot  571. 

1846  N-1.  Small  Date  MS-64  BN.  Rich  leather 

brown  color  on  obverse,  lustrous  brown  mingled 
with  traces  of  original  mint  red  on  reverse.  Sharply 
stmek.  A  beautiful  coin! .  $485 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova. 

1847  N-2.  Regular  7  over  small  7.  AU-55.  Well 

struck  and  with  glossy  medium  brown  surfaces.  An 
especially  choice  example  of  this,  one  of  the  most 
fascinating  varieties  of  the  era .  $990 

Roland  Park  CoUecrion. 

1855  N-1  Upright  5’s.  MS-64  BN.  Rich  leather- 

brown,  lustrous  surfaces  with  a  generous  measure 
of  old-fashioned  eye  appeal.  A  few  hints  of  origi¬ 
nal  mint  orange  can  be  discerned  here  and  there. 
Sharp  portrait  and  central  obverse  details,  typical 
hghtness  on  stars,  sharp  reverse.  Excellent  planchet 
quality .  $585 

Roland  Park  Collection. 

1856  Slanted.  5.  N-1.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Attractive 
with  fight  brown  and  generous  portions  of  red  lustre. 
The  obverse  has  a  few  splashes  of  steel  toning.  .  475 

Amazing  1868  Large  Cent  Rarity 
Gem  Copper  Proof 
Fewer  than  a  Dozen  Known  to  Us 
First  We  Have  Offered  in  Years 

1868  Proof-65  BN  (PCGS).  One  of  the  very  finest 
of  only  a  few  we  have  ever  seen.  Large  copper  cent 
of  the  circa  1843-1857  Braided  Hair  style,  but  dated 
1868.  Struck  after  cents  of  this  format  were  officially 
discontinued,  to  create  a  rarity  for  numismatists,  in 
the  style  of  the  1913  Liberty  Flead  nickel,  1884  and 
1885  trade  dollars,  and  related  items.  We  are  unable 
to  account  for  even  a  dozen  difierent  specimens,  at 
least  one  of  which  is  impounded  in  a  museum 
(American  Numismatic  Society).  The  present  piece 
has  been  consigned  to  us.  In  the  just-published 
book.  More  Adventures  with  Rare  Coins,  Dave  Bow¬ 
ers  has  included  a  chapter  on  this  great  rarity — call¬ 
ing  it  “antipodal  to  the  1804  dollar,”  in  that  just 
about  everyone  knows  about  the  famous,  classic 
1804,  but  relatively  few  are  aware  of  the  1868  large 
cent.  Just  as  a  set  of  Liberty  Head  nickels  cannot  be 
duly  complete  without  an  1913,  a  set  oflarge  cop¬ 
per  cents  cannot  be  duly  complete  without  an  1 868. 
This  is  the  first  specimen  we  have  offered  in  a  long 
time!  .  28,750 


SMALL  CENTS 


Flying  Eagle  Cents 


Gem  1858  Flying  Eagle  Cent 
Small  Letters  Obverse 

1858  Small  Letters.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  sharply 

struck  gem  with  satiny  lustre  and  attractive  golden 
suifrices.  A  wonderful  opportunity  for  the  connois¬ 
seur .  3,350 

Indian  Head  Cents 

1859  Transitional  pattern.  Obverse  of  1859, 
Reverse  of  1860.  Judd-228.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Lustrous  golden  brown  with  a  splash  or  two  of  vi¬ 
brant  rose  iridescence.  Sharp  and  appeahng.  This 
is  one  of  the  great  favorites  among  small  pattern 
cents.  The  obverse  is  identical  to  a  regular  1859 
Indian  cent,  while  the  reverse  is  identical  to  an 
1860  Indian  cent  with  oak  wreath  and  shield.  In 
1957  the  final  edition  of  the  Standard  Catalogue  of 
U.  S.  Coins,  published  in  the  late  1950s  and  edited 
byjohnj.  Ford,  Jr.,  fisted  this  among  regular  issues. 
As  to  whether  it  is  a  regular  issue  or  a  pattern  has 
been  a  subject  of  debate  for  a  long  time — especially 


Trying  to  Help  Your  Editor! 

The  following  is  a  letter  from  Robert  W.  Shippee,  who  has  copy  edited  a  book  or  two 
written  by  QDB: 

Dear  Dave, 

The  difference  in  usage  between  “which”  and  “that,”  which  is  subtle,  eluded  me  for 
years.  In  1974  a  girl  named  Kate  gave  me  an  explanation  that  left  me  totally  confused.  For 
years,  I  knew  there  was  a  difference,  which  was  progress,  I  guess,  but  the  difference, 
which  was  obvious  to  her,  was  not  to  me. 

The  New  York  Times'  Manual  of  Style  and  Usage,  which  resides  on  my  bookshelf,  which 
is  painted  a  glossy  black  that  is  very  attractive,  is  not  as  helpful  as  you  might  think; 

That  is  preferred  in  restrictive  clauses:  The  university  that  he  admires  most  is  Harvard. 
In  nonrestrictive  clauses,  which  is  mandatory:  Harvard,  which  is  not  his  alma  mater,  is 
first  in  his  affections. 

I  have  now  developed  a  rule  of  thumb  that  has  helped  me,  which  is  as  follows:  If  you 
feel  that  there  should  be  a  comma  between  the  first  part  of  the  sentence  and  the  clause 
that  follows,  then  use  “which.”  If  not,  then  use  “that.”  Starr  made  a  suggestion  that  I  like, 
which  is  not  unusual:  if  the  clause  can  be  put  inside  parentheses,  then  use  “which”  (preceded 
by  a  comma).  If  not,  then  use  “that.” 

Whichthatfully  yours. 

Bob 


Hie  Coin  Collector 


January  20,  2003 


Coin  Quiz: 

Writers  and  Readers 

Who  wrote  it? 

We  give  clues  concerning  five  difierent  American  numismatic  writers.  How  many  can 
you  identify?  Get  three  or  more  right,  and  you  are  doing  weE.  Get  four  or  five  right,  and  you 
are  in  the  expert  class  or  close  to  it  and  should  seriously  consider  compihng  a  book,  Who’s 
Who  in  American  Numismatics. 


1.  This  person  went  to  college  in 
Georgetown  and  whEe  there  was  a  frequent 
visitor  to  the  Capitol  and  elsewhere  in 
nearby  Washington,  and  filed  many  stories 
about  numismatics.  Later,  he  served  as 
president  of  the  ANA.  Now,  he  is  mayor  of 
Fair  Lawn,  New  Jersey  (we’ve  not  been 
there,  but  hear  it  is  a  nice  town).  He  is: 

a.  Anthony  C.  Paquet 

b.  David  L.  Ganz 

c.  Justus  P.  Seeburg 

d.  Chris  Cipoletti 

2.  This  person  was  a  “writer”  in  the  sense 
that  he  Eked  to  write  his  signature  on  paper 
money,  with  enough  extra  links  and  ink  use 
to  supply  two  or  three  regular  signatures!  In 
fact,  on  federal  paper  money  there  is  no  other 
signature  that  can  compare  in  the  use  of 
flourishes.  He  is: 

a.  Francis  E.  Spinner 

b.  Don  C.  KeEy 

c.  Peter  Huntoon 

d.  WiUiam  H.  Woodin 

3.  Suppose  that  you  enjoy  Capped  Bust 
half  dollars  of  the  1807-1836  years  and 
suppose  that  you  want  to  have  one  each  of 
the  major  die  variety  texts  pubHshed  for  this 
series  over  the  years.  Three  of  the  four  names 
below  represent  authors  in  the  field  (one  of 
whom  is  not  widely  known  today,  as  his 
name  did  not  appear  on  the  text — but 
someone  else’s  name  did).  Who  was  the 


“someone  else”  who  was  a  numismatic 
hterary  impostor? 

a.  Al  C.  Overton 

b. John  W.  Haseltine 

c.  J.  Colvin  RandaE 

d.  M.L.  Beistle 

4.  In  the  field  of  American  numismatics 
many  ladies  have  distinguished  themselves 
as  authors  and  editors,  with  Margo  RusseE 
(editor  of  Coin  World  1961- 1985,  now  editor 
emeritus)  paving  the  way.  The  lady 
mentioned  below  was,  prior  to  her  passing, 
a  much  admired  long-time  editor  and 
information  gatherer  for  The  Commemorative 
Trail: 

a.  Audrey  Munson 

b.  Gertrude  K.  Lathrop 

c.  Anna  WEless  WiEiams 

d.  Helen  Carmody 

5.  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins, 
first  pubHshed  m  1946  (with  a  1947  cover 
date)  and  issued  annuaEy  since,  has  had  the 
foEowing  editors  over  the  years: 

a.  W.  EEiot  Woodward,  Lyman  H.  Low, 
and  RusseE  Rulau 

b.  R.S.  Yeoman  and  Kenneth  E.  Bressett 

c.  Wayte  Raymond  andjohnj.  Ford,  Jr. 

d.  Geo.  F.  Heath,  Frank  G.  Duffield,  and 
Ed  Rochette 


q-s  ‘p-f  ‘q-c  ‘q-i  ^sudAiSNY 


as  patterns  typicaEy  are  struck  with  Proof  surfaces, 
not  in  lustrous  circulation  strike  format.  However 
you  view  it,  this  certainly  is  a  nice  item  to  add  to 
a  speciaUzed  collection  of  this  series .  1,195 

Pleasing  Proof  1860  Cent 

1860  Rounded  Bust.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely 
Proof  example  with  sharp  design  features.  The 
fields  are  very  Hghtly  reflective  and  lack  the  deeply 
mirrored  appearance  that  would  otherwise  qualify 
this  for  the  gem  category .  2,295 

1860  MS-64  (NGC) . 319 

1863  MS-65  (NGC).  FuUy  briEiant  with  lustrous 
light  gold  toning .  879 

1863  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  golden  tan 

surfaces .  375 

1864  Bronze.  MS-65  RB  (NGC) .  330 

1865  MS-64  BD.  Sharply  struck  with  bright  orange 

lustre.  A  few  tiny  abrasions  and  scattered  spots 
keep  this  from  gem  quality .  425 

1865  Fancy  5.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) .  139 

1866  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  delightful  specimen 

with  sharp  design  elements.  Fully  lustrous  dark 
brown  surfaces  with  subtle  traces  of  orange  lus¬ 
tre.  An  important  opportunity  to  acquire  this 
scarce  date  logotype  variety .  479 

1867  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  Scarce  so  fine! . 875 

1867  EF-45  (NGC).  Attractive  medium  brown.  189 

1868  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Not  easy  to  find  at  this 

level,  especiaEy  with  aU  of  the  demand  for  choice 
Indian  cents .  695 

1869/9.  VG-10.  Glossy  dark  brown  surfaces.  139 

1869  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 475 

Gem  1870  Indian  Cent 

1870  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Although  the  1 870  Irad  not 

received  much  ink  over  the  years  and  has  been  hid¬ 
den  in  the  shadow  of  the  more  fimous  1871 , 1872, 
and,  especially,  1877  cents,  nice  examples  are  not  at 
all  easy  to  find.  And,  this  is  a  nice  one!  . 1 ,650 

1870  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  This  is  an  exceptional 
gem  example  with  light  blue  toning  over  dark 
brown  surfaces.  Considerable  orange  lustre  re¬ 
mains  on  both  obverse  and  reverse.  This  example 
is  very  close  to  “red  brown.  ”  Sharply  struck  with 
full  feather  details  on  the  obverse  and  fuU  shield 
details  on  the  reverse .  1,250 

1870  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Quite  a  bit  of  coin  for  the 
money!  Scarce  so  fine,  yet  priced  at  only  ....  475 

1870  VF-25.  Pleasing  dark  brown  with  a  tiny  rim 

nick  at  6:30 .  189 

1871  Proof-64  RB  (NGC).  The  “secret  that  isn’t 
really  a  secret”  is  that  Proof  Indian  cents  in  grades 
from  Proof-63  to  Proof-65,  BN  and  BJ3,  are  su¬ 
per  inexpensive  in  comparison  to  “Proof-65 
PD,”  although,  in  fact,  many  “BJD”  coins  are  of 
less  aesthetic  appeal  than  are  nicely  toned  ones!  Of 


such  stuff  an  opportunity  is  bom!  At  least,  tliis  is 
our  opinion .  645 

1871  Proof-63  RB  (PCGS) .  295 

1871  MS-63  RB.  An  attractive  example  with  con¬ 
siderable  orange  lustre,  especiaEy  on  the  obverse. 
Splashes  of  darker  brown  toning  may  be  seen  on 
either  side.  An  attractive  example  of  this  very 
scarce  issue.  My  gosh,  it  costs  only  .  595 

1871  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  A  nice  mixture  of  red 
and  brown  in  the  “woodgrain”  effect  so  desired 
by  speciahsts  (an  artifact  of  the  planchet  strip  roE- 
ing  process,  which  distended  the  various  metal- 
Ec  elements).  Scarce  so  nice!  . 525 

1871  VF-35.  Glossy  dark  brown  surfaces . 299 

Gem  Mint  State  1872  Cent 

1872  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Although  somewhat 

subdued,  this  lovely  cent  very  nearly  meets  the 
requirements  of  “fuE  red.”  The  surfaces  have  .sat¬ 
iny  lustre  and  are  just  beginning  to  develop  a  Eght 
brown  toning  on  the  high  points  of  the  reverse. 
A  smaE  abrasion  is  noted  at  upper  obverse,  above 
the  second  feather .  4,200 

1872  F-12  (ANACS).  Pleasing  Eght  brown  with  a 

few  very  minor  abrasions  as  expected  for  the 

grade .  295 

1873  Doubled  Die  Cent 

1873  Doubled  Die.  Snow-1.  AU-53  (PCGS).  A 

lovely  specimen  of  the  first  die  of  this  issue,  with 
aE  of  the  letters  in  LIBERTY  sharply  doubled.  By 
the  way,  this  dramatic  error  was  first  pubHshed  by 
us  years  ago — in  the  1950s.  Over  the  years  since 
then  it  has  become  firmly  set  as  a  classic  rarity  in 
the  series .  3,750 

1873  Close  3.  Proof-63  RD  (PCGS).  All  Proof 
1873  cents  are  of  the  Close  (better  terminology 
than  Closed)  3  format,  from  dies  made  early  in  the 
year  before  the  Open  3  was  devised .  500 

1873  Open  3.  MS-64  BJB  (PCGS).  Much  value  at 
this  grade,  in  our  view .  375 

1873  Open  3.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) .  300 

1874  Proof-63  RB  (PCGS) .  400 

1874  MS-64  RB  (NGC) .  335 

1875  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Nicely  blended  red 

and  brown  surfaces  (as  opposed  to  being  stained). 
A  dandy  specimen  of  the  date  and  indicated  grade. 
It  is  often  the  case  in  today’s  market  that  a  Proof 
described  as  “RB”  can  actuaEy  exceed  in  visual 
appeal  some  that  are  described  as  “RD,”  as  many 
of  the  latter  have  spots  and  flecks  that  are  show¬ 
cased  against  a  red  (actuaEy  orange  is  a  more  appro¬ 
priate  term)  surface .  1,215 

1876  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Centennial  cent.  ..  350 

Gem  1877  Indian  Cent 

1877  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  This  is  a  truly  lovely 


example  of  the  issue,  popular  among  coEectors 
over  many  decades.  In  fact,  this  example  has  been 
recognized  as  a  rarity  almost  since  the  time  of  is¬ 
sue.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  lustrous  me¬ 
dium  brown  surfaces  with  noticeable  orange 
lustre  and  traces  ofhlac  toning .  6,950 

1877  F-15.  A  lovely  example  with  glossy  olive- 

brown  obverse.  The  reverse  is  intermingled  Eght 
tan  and  darker  steel.  Long  considered  the  single 
most  important  date  in  the  Indian  cent  series  and 
always  in  demand .  1 ,095 

1878  Proof-63  RB  (PCGS) .  400 

1879  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Avery  nice  example  with 

great  eye  appeal — fully  equal  to  some  we  have 
seen  graded  MS-65  RD.  Quick,  buy  it  before 
someone  else  does!  .  600 

1880  Proof-63  BN  (PCGS) .  250 

1883  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  FuEy  lustrous  with  virtu- 

aEy  complete  red  and  a  trace  of  lilac  toning.  ..  225 
1885  Proof-62  ILB  (PCGS).  How  inexpensive  can 
a  coin  be?  To  our  eye  this  Proof  example,  quite 
attractive  within  the  indicated  numerical  grade,  is 
incredibly  cheap— considering  that  1885  is  the 

key  date  of  the  decade  of  the  1880s .  179 

1885  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 775 

1885  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 375 

1886  Type  1.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 975 

1891  MS-64  RD  (NGC) .  395 

1894  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 329 

1899  MS-65  RB  (NGC) .  195 

1900  MS-64  RD  (NGC) .  195 

1901  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Among  Proof  Indian 

cents  those  dated  durir^  the  early  20th  century  are 
considerably  scarcer  than  those  of  two  decades  ear- 
Her.  Market  prices  are  very  quiet  at  present,  mainly 
because  investors  wouldn’t  touch  an  “RB”  coin 
with  a  ten  foot  pole,  preferring  “RD”  (never  mind 
visual  appeal),  leaving  the  vast  field  of  red  and 
brown  Proofs,  such  as  this,  to  purely  numismatic 
demand.  Check  the  mintages,  contemplate  how 
many  can  exist  in  the  world,  check  the  price,  and 
ifinspired,  place  your  order! .  229 

1902  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS) .  239 

1903  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS) .  239 

1904  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS) .  229 

1904  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) .  195 

1906  Proof-64  BN  (PCGS) .  145 

1906  Proof-66  RB  (NGC) .  595 

1908  MS-65  PB.  Highly  lustrous  with  dark  brown 

toning  and  subdued  lustre . 99 

1908-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Lovely  golden  or¬ 
ange  lustre,  typical  of  the  first  San  Francisco 
Mint  cents.  A  popular  issue  representing  the  very 
first  one-cent  coin  struck  at  San  Francisco.  Prior 
to  1908,  this  Mint  had  only  produced  gold  and 

silver  coins .  975 

1908-S  MS-64  RB  (NGC) .  425 

1908- S  MS-64  BN  (NGC) .  350 

1909  Indian.  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS) .  379 

1909  Indian.  Proof-64  BN  (PCGS) .  179 

1909  Indian.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  BriEiant  orange 

lustre .  385 

1909  Indian.  MS-65  RB  (NGC) .  195 

1909  Indian.  MS-64  PD.  Higlily  lustrous  with  brE- 
Hant  pale  orange  surfaces .  165 

1909- S  Indian.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) .  1,395 

Lincoln  Cents 

Brilliant  Gem  1909-S  V.D.B.  Cent 
1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  lustrous, 
briEiant,  and  thoroughly  desirable  specimen  of  the 
rarity  in  the  Lincoln  cent  series — from  the  stand¬ 
point  of  combined  popular  appeal  and  elusive 
quahty.  To  be  sure,  many  other  Lincoln  cents  are 
more  difiicult  to  find  in  the  grade  offered  here,  but 
the  others  have  the  situation  that  pieces  in  lower 
grades  can  be  easily  enough  acquired.  In  contrast, 
the  1909-S  V.D.B.  has  Sl  foundational  rarity  and  is 
desirable  in  any  and  aE  grades,  from  worn  nearly 
smooth  up  to  gem,  as  here.  For  many  years  this 
variety  has  been  the  Holy  Grail  for  American 
numismatists.  Although  in  an  absolute  sense  they 
are  not  rare — thousands  exists — the  demand  is  so 
widespread  that  at  any  given  time  we  are  apt  to 
have  but  a  handful  in  stock.  A  dealer’s  dream 
would  be  to  find  an  original  bank-wrapped  roE  of 
50  (which  in  quite  a  few  years  of  coin  dealing  we 
have  never  done!)  This  present  coin  wiE  fiE  the 

biEat .  4,950 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  highly  important  variety,  priced  in 
this  grade  at  half  of  what  a  sirrular  piece  would  seE 
for  just  one  point  higher.  Considering  that  grade 
was,  is  presently,  and  always  wiE  be  a  matter  of 
opinion,  and  considering  that  money  is  precious, 
to  our  mind  the  MS-64  offers  an  especiaEy  worth- 

whEe  vEue.  Consider  the  possibihty . 2,375 

1909-S  V.D.B  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  dark 
brown  surfaces  with  traces  of  orange  lustre  in  the 
protected  areas.  A  desirable  example  of  this  popu¬ 
lar  key-date  issue .  1,135 

Gem  Matte  Proof  19  J4  Cent 
Set  Registry^”  Quality 
1914  Matte  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  This  is  an  ab¬ 
solutely  superb  gem  that  is  sure  to  please  the  con¬ 
noisseur.  Extremely  sharply  struck  with  bright 
orange  lustre  and  rings  of  deep  orange  and  irides¬ 
cent  toiEng.  Just  eight  finer  examples  have  been 

certified  by  PCGS .  2,975 

1914-D  EF-40  (NGC).  A  splendid  example  of  the 
second  most  important  key  date  in  the  Lincoln  se¬ 
ries,  after  1909-S  V.D.B.  ActuaEy,  in  EF  and  higher 


grades  the  1914-D  is  the  scarcer  of  the  tvs'o,  but 
enough  lower  grade  coins  exist  (G-4  to,  say,  VF-20) 
that  much  of  the  market  demand  is  removed,  en¬ 
abling  this  EF-40  piece  to  be  offered  for  just  .  495 
1914-D  VF-25  (PCGS).  Pleasing  tan  surfaces.  339 
1922  Plain.  VF-35  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example  of 
this  important  variety  with  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces  and  considerable  eye  appeE .  975 

This  is  one  of  the  more  curious  varieties  in  American 
coinage,  at  least  from  a  philosophical  viewpoint.  This  and 
related  pieces  were  made  from  dies  intended  for  the  Denver 
Mint,  1922-D,  and  sent  there,  but  which  eventually  had  the  D 
mintmark  blocked  with  debris,  plus  e.xtensive  wear,  removing 
the  mintmark,  and  thus  giving  the  pieces  the  appearance  of 
Philadelphia  issues.  As  no  1922  cents  were  ever  struck  at  Phila¬ 
delphia,  collectors  desiringan  extra  variety  have  opted  to  acquire 
a  piece  such  as  this. 

1925-D  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 70 

Set  Registry'’"'^  Quality 

1934  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  FuEy  brEHant  with  frosty 
lustre.  This  is  one  of  the  very  finest  certified.  So 
far  PCGS  has  only  graded  two  finer  MS-68  PD 

examples  of  this  issue .  225 

1937  Reeded  edge.  MS-63  PB.  VirtuaEy  fuE  red, 
however,  with  numerous  spots  on  obverse  and 
reverse.  A  genuine  Lincoln  cent  with  edge  reed¬ 
ing  added  at  a  later  date .  250 

At  the  1941  ANA  Convention  Ira  Reed  displayed  and  sold 
as  mivlties  some  1937  cents  and  nickels  for  which  he  had  the 
edges  reeded  by  a  Philadelphia  machine  shop.  However,  these 
were  later  taken  seriously  by  some  collectors  and,  in  fact,  were 
even  listed  for  a  time  in  A  Guide  Book  ofU.S.  Cains. 

1941  MS-65  PD  (NGC).  A  lovely  gem  Proof  ex¬ 
ample  with  bright  orange  surfaces . 75 

1941-D  MS-66  PD  (PCGS).  BriEiant  orange  lus¬ 
tre .  39 

1943-D  MS-68  (PCGS).  BrEliant  and  fully 

struck . 795 

1943-D  MS-67  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  gray.  ..  65 
1943-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriEiant  Eght  gray. ...  39 
1943-S  Steel.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  Eght  gray 

surfaces .  39 

1944  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  Eght  orange 

lustre . 32 

1947-S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 29 

Set  Registry Quality 
1950  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  ex¬ 
ample  for  the  connoisseur.  Sharply  struck  as  it  should 
be,  with  reflective  Eght  orange  Prooflustre.  This  is 
the  highest  numericE  grade  assigned  to  any  Proof 
1950  Lincoln  cent,  with  just  six  finer  examples  des¬ 
ignated  Cameo  or  Deep  Cameo.  An  extremely 

important  opportunity  for  the  speciaEst .  750 

1950  Proof-66  PD  (NGC).  An  opportuiEty  for  one 
of  the  legions  of  buyers  who  are  endeavoring  to 
acquire  modem  era  coins  in  “ultra”  grades.  ..  89 

1951-S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 29 

1953  Proof-66  PD  (PCGS).  Deeply  reflective.  59 
1953-S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 29 

1955  Doubled  Die  Cent 
1955  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS-62  BN  (NGC). 
Highly  lustrous  with  medium  brown  surfaces. 
Traces  of  original  orange  lustre  is  noted  ..  1,695 
1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-61  BN  (NGC).  A  lus¬ 
trous  and  thorouglEy  attractive  example  of  this 
key  issue,  nicely  struck  (as  Eways)  with  sharp  defi¬ 
nition  of  the  Doubled  Die  feature.  If  you  have 
been  seeking  an  attractive  piece,  this  may  weE  fiE 

thebEl .  1,400 

1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  high-grade 
circulated  example  of  this  famous  variety. ..  1 ,075 

1966  Special  Mint  Set  specimen.  MS-67  RD 

(PCGS) .  49 

1967  SpeciEMint  Set  specimen.  MS-67  PD  (PCGS). 

FuEy  briEiant  with  satiny  orange  lustre .  49 

1972  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS-64  PD  (PCGS).  360 

1995  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS-67  PD  (PCGS).  160 

1996  Mint  error.  Capped  die.  MS-64  RD 

(PCGS) . 279 

1996  Mint  error.  Counter  brockage.  MS-65  PD. 
On  splayed  planchet,  etc.,  greatly  increasing  its 
diameter.  Interesting! . 99 


TWO-CENT  PIECES 

1864  Small  Motto.  AU-55  (NGC).  A  fairly  high 
grade  example  of  this  key  issue.  It  has  been  our 
experience  that  the  1864  SmaE  Motto  is  several 
dozen  rimes  rarer  than  the  Large  Motto,  Ethough 
the  market  differential  is  not  that  great.  A  nice 
coin  at  a  reasonable  price .  540 

Gem  1864  Two-Cent  Piece 
Large  Motto 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  A 
sharply  struck  and  very  attractive  example  of  the 
first  year  of  issue  of  this  denomination.  Bright 
iiEnt  red  (orange  is  Eways  a  more  accurate  temr) 
surfaces  with  exceEent  lustre.  A  splendid  candi¬ 
date  for  a  very  high  grade  set  of  United  States 
coins  by  design  types .  2,475 

With  regard  tode^ign  types,  forminga  collection  ofUnited 
States  coins  by  major  designs  from  1793  to  date  is  a  fascinating 
pursuit.  Clreat  strides  can  be  made  ine.xpensively  for  virtually  all 
issues  of  the  past  halfcentury,  afterwhich  the  challenge  mounts, 
becoming  increasingly  interesting  as  the  years  go  back.  We 
invite  you  to  u  se  this  issue  of  the  Riire  Coin  Review  to  begin  or 
add  to  a  type  set,  or  check  our  Collection  I’ortfolio  Program — 


6 


The  Coin  Collec:tor 


January  20,  2003 


a  dynamicand  very  intcrcstingwaytoautomatically  receive  coins 
from  us  on  a  monllily  basis,  all  tailored  to  suit  your  needs. 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  An  excep¬ 
tional  e.xample  with  nearly  full  “red”  lustre. 

Doubled  18  in  date .  495 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  ...  595 
1864  Large  Motto.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  A  lovely 
example  with  pale  orange  lustre  and  medium 

brown  toning .  269 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
deep  orange  with  light  brown  on  the  high  points 
of  the  obverse.  The  reverse  is  virtually  full  red  with 

just  a  trace  of  hght  brown  toning .  195 

1866  MS-66  RB  (PCGS).  This  is  a  spectacular  ex¬ 
ample  with  considerable  deep  orange  lustre 
blended  with  attractive  brown  toning.  The  sur¬ 
faces  are  exceptional .  1 ,295 

1869  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Lightly  reflective  with 
pale  orange  Proof  lustre  and  attractive  iridescent 
toning .  845 

1869  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Dark  brown  with  hints 

of  lilac  and  splashes  of  orange  lustre.  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  with  satiny  sur&ces .  269 

1870  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  Bright  orange  surfaces 

with  slight  mottling  of  magenta.  Sharply  struck 
and  nicely  defined.  A  thoroughly  worthwhile  ex¬ 
ample  at  this  level,  a  grade  that  offers  much  value 
as,  first  of  all,  investors  often  shy  away  from  cop¬ 
per  coins  altogether  (leaving  the  field  wide  open 
for  numismatists)  and,  second,  when  investors  do 
buy  copper  coins,  they  tend  to  want  them  MS-65 
RD  (usually  buying  the  holder,  not  the  coin,  never 
mind  that  a  coin  may  be  spotted  or  not  attractive). 
In  any  event,  the  present  1 870  is  quite  nice  and  will 
make  a  fine  addition  to  a  specialized  cabinet  of  the 
denomination .  950 

Under  magnification  some  very  interesting  die  finish  lines 
can  be  seen  within  the  vertical  stripes  of  the  shield,  most  such 
finish  lines  being  oriented  in  a  horizontal  plane.  A  prominent  die 
finish  line  connects  the  top  of  the  first  digit  of  the  date  with  the 
ball  at  the  bottom  of  the  shield. 


NICKEL  THREE-CENT 
PIECES 


1865  MS-65  (NGC).  First  year  of  issue  and,  accord¬ 
ingly,  in  great  demand .  675 

1 865  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  attrac¬ 
tive  hght  iridescent  toning .  220 

1866  Proof-64  CAM  (PCGS).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing  over  mirror  surfaces.  A  few  flecks  here  and 
there.  Excellent  strike.  Reverse  die  highly  polished 
and  shghtly  relapped;  denomination  elements  es¬ 


pecially  bold.  The  1866  nickel  three-cent  piece  is 
quite  scarce  in  Proof  format,  considerably  more 
elusive  than  any  of  the  issues  of  the  1880s  (save  for 
1887) .  650 

Gem  Proof  1870  Three-Cent  Nickel 

1870  Proof-65  (PCGS).  An  extremely  important 

opportunity  for  the  connoisseur.  Bright  and  re¬ 
flective  nickel  gray  surfaces  with  hints  of  cameo 
contrast.  Only  a  handful  of  similar  or  finer  qual¬ 
ity  examples  have  been  certified .  2,250 

1871  Proof-65  (NGC).  Reflective  light  gray  with 

shght  lustre  on  the  devices.  A  scarce  early  Proof 
example .  1,295 

1871  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  pristine  gem  quahty  ex¬ 
ample  with  brifliant  hght  gray  lustre.  The  surfaces 
are  exceptionally  nice  without  spots  or  other  im¬ 
perfections.  Light  clash  marks  are  visible  on  both 
sides.  Just  1 1  finer  examples  have  been  certified 
by  PCGS .  995 

1871  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  gray  lustre  with  a 
hint  of  very  hght  gold  toning .  225 

1875  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly  attractive  with 
hints  of  light  gold  toning  over  frosty  lustre.  A 
scarce  issue  from  a  mintage  of  just  228,000 
examples . 375 

Superb  Gem  1879  Three-Cent  Piece 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1879  MS-67  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem  quahty 

example  with  briUiant  hght  gray  lustre.  This  ex¬ 
ample  is  very  sharply  struck,  especially  for  a  Mint 
State  example.  The  obverse  is  satiny  while  the  re¬ 
verse  has  very  shghtly  prooflike  surface.  Tied  for 
finest  certified  by  PCGS.  An  opportunity  for  the 
fan  of  the  Set  Registry  competition .  3,895 

1880  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  important  opportunity  for 

the  speciahst.  Very  sharply  struck  with  frosty  li^t  gray 
lustre.  This  date  is  elusive  in  Mint  State  preservation. 
Most  high  quahty  survivors  are  Proof  examples. 
PCGS  has  certified  just  one  Mint  State  example  for 
every  10  submissions  of  this  date . 850 

1881  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  This  is  a  wonder¬ 

ful  cameo  Proof  with  hght  nickel  gray  surfaces. 
Tied  with  five  others  with  one  finer  Cameo  ex¬ 
ample  certified  by  PCGS .  690 

1881  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  hght  gray  Proof 
with  moderately  mirrored  fields .  690 

1881  Proof-66  (NGC).  Among  the  very  finest  ex¬ 
amples  of  this  date  we  have  seen.  Light  gray  Proof 
surfaces  with  considerable  cameo  contrast. .  995 

1881  MS-65  (NGC).  An  exceptional  example, 
shghtly  prooflike,  with  hght  cameo  contrast.  680 

1882  Proof-66  (PCGS).  This  gem  Proof  has  satiny 
gray  lustre  with  pale  champagne  toning.  Light  cameo 
contrast  is  noted,  especially  on  the  obvene. . . .  690 

1883  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  Proof  ex¬ 

ample  with  reflective  fields  and  hght  cameo  con¬ 
trast .  1,260 


This  &  That 


FISH  STORY  WITH  A  NUMISMATIC  TWIST;  We  re  all  aware  of  R.E.  (“Ted”)  Naftzger’s 
contributions  to  numismatics  and  his  fantastic  collection  of  large  copper  cents,  but  now 
comes  a  clipping  from  a  reader,  from  Outdoor  Florida  magazine,  noting  that  Naftzger,  born  in 
1925,  “is  believed  to  have  caught  more  swordfish  than  any  other  person  in  the  world  and  he 
was  famed  for  his  daytime  surface  baiting  for  swordfish.”  He  is  being  inducted  into  the  IGFA 
Hall  of  Fame  at  the  IGFA  Fishing  Halt  Museum  in  Dania  Beach,  Florida.  Ted  Naftzger  and 
other  luminaries  are  expected  to  be  on  hand. 


AN  EARLY-DAY  ZAGAT-STYLE  SURVEY:  A  recent  article  by  Ron  Menchine  in  The 
Postcard  Collector  {700  E.  State  Street,  lola,  Wl  54990),  furnished  a  list  compiled  in  1946  of 
“America’s  Most  Popular  Restaurants”  of  the  time.  In  the  order  as  listed:  Old  Original 
Bookbinder’s,  Philadelphia  •  Antoine’s  Restaurant,  New  Orleans  •  Miller  Brothers,  Baltimore, 
MD  •  Arnaud’s  Restaurant,  New  Orleans  •  Locke-Ober  Cafe,  Boston,  Mass.  •  Keen’s  English 
Chop  House,  New  York  City  *  Barney’s  Market  Grill,  Chicago  •  Charlie’s  Caf6  Exceptional, 
Minneapolis  •  Durgin  Park,  Boston,  Mass.  •  Mader’s  Famous  Restaurant,  Milwaukee  •  The 
Krebs,  Skaneateles,  NY  •  Ambassador  East  Hotel,  Pump  Room,  Chicago  •  Occidental 
Restaurant,  Washington,  DC. 


SPEAKING  OF  RESTAURANTS,  from  the  above  list  a  number  are  still  in  existence  and 
are  still  famous,  although  whether  they  would  make  a  current  “top  ten”  list  is  not  known. 
Keen’s  English  Chop  House,  New  York  City,  has  a  rich  numismatic  tradition  and  for  years 
was  the  meeting  place  for  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club.  It  is  still  going  strong.  Your 
editor  has  dined  there  often,  including  with  the  late  Ambassador  R.  Henry  Norweb  and 
DeWitt  Stern,  to  mention  just  two  numismatic  residents  of  the  city  who  numbered  Keen’s 
among  their  favorites. 


B.  MAX  MEHL  wrote  this  in  1936:  “While  I  do  not  usually  suggest  that  collectors  buy 
coins  for  investment,  1  cannot  resist  calling  your  attention  to  a  matter  to  which  I  am  sure  you 
will  agree:  In  1929  a  share  of  stock  of  the  American  Telephone  Co,  would  have  cost  you 
$310.  In  1935  you  could  have  bought  it  for  less  than  $100.  A  share  of  U.S,  Steel  would  have 
cost  you  in  1929  $261,  in  1935  about  $50.  BUT— in  1928  if  you  bought  a  Hawaiian  half  dollar 
at  its  issue  price  of  $2,  you  would  now  have  a  profit  of  about  500%.  The  Grant  half  dollar  with 
star  you  could  have  bought  at  one  time  for  $1,  and  today  it’s  selling  for  $20!— more  than 
2,000%  increase  in  value!  The  Panama-Pacific  half  dollar  originally  sold  for  $1,  and  today  it 
retails  for  up  to  $15.  AND,  getting  down  to  recent  history,  the  10,000  Hudson  half  dollars 
were  issued  about  six  months  ago,  selling  for  $1  each.  Now,  just  a  few  months  later,  they 
bring  up  to  $8.50  each!  Just  three  or  four  months  ago  El  Paso,  Texas  issued  a  half  dollar 
commemorating  the  Old  Spanish  Trail.  10,000  coins  were  minted  and  sold  for  $2  each. 
Today  they  are  quoted  at  $6  each  and  will  soon  advance  to  about  $10  or  more.” 


A  “Neat  and  Tasty”  Three-Cent  Coin! 

Reader  Richard  Winslow  III  sent  this  in,  from  the  Portsmouth  Journal,  April  5,  1851: 

The  New  Coin  —  The  die  for  the  three  cent  piece  ordered  to  be  coined  by  the  last  Congress, 
has  been  finished  and  the  coinage  would  be  proceeded  with  at  once  at  our  mint,  but  for  a  defect 
in  the  law,  which  makes  no  provision  for  procuring  the  silver  and  copper  to  commence  with.  In 
consequence  the  coinage  will  be  delayed  until  the  proper  steps  are  taken  by  the  authorities  at 
Washington  to  remedy  the  deficiency.— 

The  new  coin  is  decidedly  neat  and  tasty,  and  will  be  in  a  measure  a  convenient  substitute  for 
copper.  It  is  one-fourth  copper  and  three-fourths  silver,  so  that  the  baser  metal  affects  the  color 
but  slightly.  In  size  it  is  between  the  gold  dollar  and  the  five  cent  piece,  but  it  is  so  much  thinner 
than  either  that  a  blind  man  can  easily  distinguish  them  apart  by  the  touch.  The  face  of  the  coin 
has  a  capital  C.  with  3  in  numerals  indicating  the  value  of  the  coin  embraced  within  it— Around 
the  edge  are  the  thirteen  stars  for  the  original  States. 

On  the  reverse  is  a  star  having  in  its  centre  an  American  shield,  and  around  the  edge.  “The 
United  States  of  America.  185']’’— Philadelphia  Ledger. 


Condition  Rarity  1886  Three  Cents 
Set  Registry’'**  Quality 
Proof-Only  Date 

1886  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 
e.xample  and  an  extremely  important  opportunity 
for  the  specialist.  This  is  the  ONLY  Cameo  Proof 
of  any  grade  certified  by  PCGS,  according  to  the 
April  2002  Population  Report.  If  you  are  working 
on  a  set  of  these  coins  in  Cameo  Proof  grades,  you 

need  this  coin!  The  first  call  gets  it . 900 

Caveat:  Over  a  period  of  time,  Population  Report  figures 
never  decrease,  and  they  often  increase.  So,  if  this  is  your  first 
catalogue  from  us,  and  if  you  would  like  to  buy  this  dandy  coin, 
do  so  because  it  is  choice,  rare,  and  beautiful.  Which  it  is,  indeed! 
Don’t  buy  it  for  a  Population  Report  number,  as  others  may  be 
certified,  resubmitted,  etc.,  etc. 

1886  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  hght  gray  with 
hints  of  iridescent  toning.  This  is  a  Proof-only 
issue  although  the  present  example  looks  very 
much  hke  a  satiny  circulation  strike.  Probably  very 
inexpensive.  What  do  you  think? .  690 

1887/6  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Generally  considered  to 
be  a  Proof-only  issue,  but  at  least  a  few  were  made 
for  circulation  (examples  of  which  are  hardly  ever 
seen  today).  We  estimate  about  2,000  Proofs  were 
struck .  475 

1888  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  delightful  Proof  with 
lovely  pale  gold  toning .  525 

1888  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  highly 

lustrous  with  fight  golden  toning .  695 

1889  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  light  gray  Proof 

for  your  date  or  type  collection .  525 

1889  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  very 
lightly  reflective  surfaces .  395 

1889  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  of  this  fi¬ 
nal  three-cent  nickel  denomination.  FuUy  lus¬ 
trous  with  soft  frosty  surfaces  and  very  faint 
champagne  toning  over  fight  gray .  595 


_ PIECES _ 

1853  MS-65  (NGC).  Hints  offight  golden  and  iri¬ 
descent  toning  over  highly  lustrous  and  very  at¬ 
tractive  surfaces.  Slightly  above  average  in  strike, 
sharp  in  most  areas,  but  with  some  lightness  in 
detail  on  a  few  of  the  reverse  stars  and  on  the  de¬ 
nomination-features  that  are  not  unusual  in  the 
series  but  which  few  people  take  time  to  mention. 
Overall  a  very  nice  example  of  the  date .  890 

Proof  1857  Silver  Three-Cent  Piece 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
1857  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen  with 
champagne  toning  over  mirror  surfaces.  Well 
struck  and  very  attractive.  One  of  the  nicest  1857 
Proof  silver  three-cent  pieces  we  have  seen  in  re¬ 
cent  times.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur  who  may 
have  reviewed  several  such  pieces  without  achiev¬ 
ing  satisfaction .  5,700 

PCGS  Population:  15;  8  finer  (Proof-66  finest). 

Obvene  from  highly  polished  die  retaining  many  of  the 
polish  marks  from  the  process,  in  the  form  of  raised  striae.  The 
lowest  left  pair  of  frame  elements  and  its  connecting  pair  of 
elements  continuing  to  below  N  (UNITED)  are  partially 
missing,  having  been  ground  away  during  the  die  polishing 
process.  Presumably,  this  is  common  to  all  Proofs  of  this  issue. 
The  date  is  very  deeply  impressed  into  the  die  and  all  other 
features  are  bold.  On  the  reverse  the  two  lowest  stars  show 
prominent  outlines  or  artifacts  around  them,  as  do  the  stars  in 
the  1 :00, 2:00,  and  3:00  (these  being  appro.ximate)  positions, 
cause  unknown,  but  not  unusual  among  silver  coins  of  this  era 
(particularly  half  dimes) ;  a  couple  of  lint  marks  are  seen  on  the 
denomination  elements.  On  the  reverse  the  die  polish  lines 
have  been  largely  removed. 

Mint  State  1857 
Silver  Three-Cent  Piece 
1857  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant  (very)  and  lustrous 
(very) ,  and  very  interesting  from  a  technical  view¬ 
point  as  weU.  A  coin  with  a  great  deal  of  old  fash¬ 
ioned  eye  appeal,  one  of  the  nicer  examples 
encountered  among  high  grade  circulation  strikes 
of  this  particular  date.  There  are  weaknesses  in  the 
striking  here  and  there,  and  also  clash  marks — the 
weakness  being  normal  and  specificaUy  the  reason 
why  the  design  was  changed  in  1 859  to  permit  the 
elements  to  strike  up  better .  1,850 

On  the  obverse  the  frame  lines  below  UN  (UNITED)  are 
mostly  lapped  away,  not  unusual.  The  date  is  punched  boldly 
into  the  die. 


Mint  State  1868 
Silver  Three-Cent  Piece 
1868  MS-63  (PCGS).  Slightly  prooflike  with  very 
fight  champagne  toning  over  briUiant  sUver  surfeces. 
A  scarce  date  in  Mint  State  preservation . 1,695 

Gem  Proof  1873 
Silver  Three-Cent  Piece 
Proof-Only  Date 
Total  Mintage  600  Just  Pieces 
1873  Proof-66  (NGC).  Gunmetal-blue  and  irides¬ 
cent  surfaces  over  deep  mirror  fields — aU  in  a  very 
attractive  blending  of  toning,  creating  a  piece  with 
tremendous  eye  appeal.  Beyond  that,  the  1873 
date  is  remarkable  as  being  the  sole  Proof-only 
issue  in  the  sUver  three-cent  series.  Just  600  Proofs 
were  minted,  with  no  related  pieces  for  general 
circulation .  2,150 


Shield  Nickels 

1874  Proof-65  (PCGS).  This  lovely  example  has 
fightly  reflective  fields  with  considerable  eye  appeal. 
Very  fight  gold  toning  is  noted  on  each  side.  .  900 

1880  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  Lovely  fight  gray 

surfaces  with  reflective  fields . ; . 945 

1881  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  Light  gray  with 

hints  of  gold  toning  and  delightful  cameo  contrast 
between  devices  and  fields .  580 

Superb  Proof  1882  Shield  Nickel 
Set  Registry’**  Quality 

1882  Proof-67  (PCGS).  This  is  a  gorgeous  Proof 

example  with  reflective  fight  gray  fields  and  lovely 
iridescent  toning.  Slight  cameo  contrast  is  present, 
although  not  deep  enough  to  receive  the  Cameo 
designation.  This  is  one  of  the  very  best  certified 
by  PCGS  with  only  a  single  submission  graded 
Proof-68.  An  extremely  important  opportunity 
for  the  specialist  and  connoisseur .  2,300 

1882  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  A  lovely  Proof 
example  with  reflective  fields  and  lustrous  devices. 
Very  fight  champagne  toning  over  nickel  gray 
surfaces .  945 

1882  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Reflective  fight  gray.  380 

Condition  Rarity  1882  Shield  Nickel 
Set  Registry’**  Quality 

1882  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  pristine  gem  has  frosty 

fight  gray  lustre  with  hints  of  champagne  toning. 
This  is  one  of  the  finest  examples  on  the  market 
today.  In  fact,  PCGS  has  only  graded  three  finer 
MS-67  coins .  1,290 

1883  Shield.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  sensational  gem 

example  with  briUiant  fight  gray  lustre .  650 

1883  Shield.  MS-64  (PCGS).  FuUy  lustrous  with 
briUiant  fight  gray  surfaces . 295 

1883  Shield.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  sharply 
struck  with  fight  gold  toning .  295 

Liberty  Head  Nickels 

1883  No  CENTS.  Proof-65  Cameo  (NGC). 
This  is  a  gorgeous  gem  with  dark  gray  mirrored 

fields  and  brightly  lustrous  devices .  1,000 

The  Proof  mintage  of  this  issue  is  quite  generous,  due  to  the 
tremendous  public  interest  in  this  “design  error”  (discussed  as  a 
special  chapter  in  Dave  Bowers’  new  book,  More  Admitiires  udth 
Rare  Coins).  This  is  a  good  thing,  as  pieces  without  CENTS  were 
struck  only  during  part  of  the  year  1883  and  at  no  other  tinre, 
making  an  example  an  absolute  necessity  for  inclusion  in  a  type  set. 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck 
with  briUiant  fight  gray  lustre.  A  most  attractive 
gem  example .  735 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-66  (NGC).  FuUy  briUiant 

with  satiny  fight  gray  lustre . 735 

1884  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Reflective  fight  gray  with 

moderate  cameo  contrast .  525 

Gem  Mint  State  1884  Nickel 

1884  MS-65  (NGC).  A  fuUy  briUiant  gem  example 
with  very  sharp  design  features  and  delightful 
nickel-gray  surfaces.  A  couple  small  marks  are 
noted  on  Liberty’s  cheek .  1,800 
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1884  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  radiant 
cartwheel  lustre  and  a  nuance  of  pale  rose  toning. 
Sharp  and  appealing  in  all  respects,  and  easily 
worthy  of  the  gem  designation.  Examples  are 
fairly  elusive  in  gem  Mint  State  in  relation  to  the 

demand  for  them .  1,650 

1887  Proof-65  (NGC).  FuUy  brilliant  with  light  gray 
Proof  surfaces  and  a  trace  of  Hlac  toning .  550 

Gem  Mint  State  1887  Nickel 
Set  Registry’’'^  Quality 
1887  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  gray  with  sat¬ 
iny  surfaces  and  very  sharp  design  elements. 
Nearly  the  finest  available  quality  with  one  soh- 

tary  MS-66  certified  by  PCGS .  1 ,695 

1891  MS-64  (NGC).  Bright  and  lustrous  with  some 
rich  golden  iridescence  at  the  rims.  Sharply  stmck, 
definitely  a  coin  that  approaches  the  gem  quahty 

level . 265 

1903  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  intense  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre  and  equally  strong  eye  appeal.  Essen¬ 
tially  as  “nice  as  they  come”  for  the  grade . 595 

1903  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  brilhant 
satiny  gray  lustre .  595 

1905  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  briUiant  with  light 

champagne  toning .  550 

1906  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  equally 

lovely,  an  impressive  gem  with  pale  golden  ton¬ 
ing  hiighlights.  Coins  of  this  quahty  seldom  last 
long  in  our  inventory,  so  call  quickly! . 575 

1906  MS-63  (PCGS).  Some  toning  flecks  and  a  few 
contact  marks  keep  this  from  consideration  by  the 
connoisseur,  but  it  is  in  the  mainstream  so  far  as 
typical,  or  shghtly  above  typical  quahty  is  con¬ 
cerned — satisfying  to  80%  to  90%  of  potential 


buyers .  100 

1906  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilhant  and  sharply  struck 

with  a  trace  of  pale  gold  toning .  100 

1907  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  totting.  ..  125 
1911  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilhant  with  satiny 

lustre  and  very  faint  gold  totting .  139 


Buffalo  Nickels 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  H.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light 
golden  totting  over  lustrous  surfaces.  Consider¬ 
ably  scarcer  than  the  Type  I  variety .  595 

1913-D  Bufelo.  Type  11.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  sil¬ 
ver  gray  with  strong  lustre  and  a  nearly  full  strike. 
Second  only  to  the  Type  II 1 9 1 3-S  issue  for  rarity  and 
desitabihty  among  Buffido  nickels  of  the  date. . .  275 
1915  MS-65  (NGC).  Fuhy  lustrous  with  firosty  gray 

surfaces  and  pale  golden  totting .  300 

1915  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  attrac¬ 
tive  grayish  gold  surfaces.  Tiny  spots  are  present 

on  either  side .  300 

1915-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  hght  gold.  289 

1915- D  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  gray  sur¬ 

faces  with  some  prooflike  reflectivity  in  the  fields. 
Nicely  struck  for  the  date.  Splashes  of  deep  vio¬ 
let  noted  on  the  revene . 212 

1916- D  MS-63.  FuUy  lustrous  with  attractive  hght 

gold  toning . 270 

1916- D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lovely  gold  and  iridescent 

toning .  199 

1917  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilhant  lustre  with  hght 
champagne  totting.  Shghtly  weak  central  obverse 

and  reverse .  195 

1917  MS-64  (NGC).  FuUy  brilhant  with  bright  gray 
lustre.  Somewhat  softly  struck  at  the  centers  of 
obverse  and  reverse .  110 

Highly  Important 
1917-D  Buffalo  Nickel 
Gem  Mint  State 

1917- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  high  degree  of  lustre 

graces  satiny  pale  champagne  surfaces.  Nicely 
struck,  nearly  fuUy  so,  which  heightens  the  desir¬ 
ability  of  the  issue.  The  1917-D  Buffalo  nickel  is 
available  easily  enough  in  lower  grades,  and  even 
m  MS-60  to  MS-63  they  are  encountered  with 
some  frequency.  However,  at  the  gem  MS-65 
level,  as  here,  the  1917-D  is  a  rarity  in  proportion 
to  demand  for  it.  The  present  coin  is  a  true  find 
for  the  advanced  specialist .  4,150 

Desirable  1918/7-D  Buffalo  Nickel 
Sharp  and  Attractive 
1918/7-D  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  with  some  mint  lustre  still  in  remaining 
areas.  Sharply  defined  overdate  feature — ^no  doubt 
about  it!  A  high  grade  example  of  this  overdate, 
probably  the  most  famous  rarity  among  Buffalo 
nickels.  From  the  viewpoint  ofaU  that  exist  in  aU 
grades,  a  piece  at  the  EF-40  level  is  definitely  in 
the  top  5%  to  10%.  A  lovely  coin  that  wtil  answer 
the  need  for  anyone  desiring  a  quahty  Extremely 

Fine  example .  7,300 

1920  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  briUiant  gem  with  lovely 

gold  and  iridescent  toning .  650 

1920  Broadstruck  mint  error.  MS-64  (NGC). 
Lustrous  with  tight  toning.  Struck  out  of  the  collar, 
and  thus  of  wider  diameter  than  usual  and  with  a 
difierent  treatment  of  the  rim.  An  interesting  ntint 
error  in  a  high  grade  not  often  encountered.  .  995 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  de¬ 
lightful  tight  gray  surfaces .  590 

1924  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant  with  delicate  golden 

toning  and  splashes  of  iridescence — a  lovely  coin, 
artistic  in  its  beauty,  as  even  a  quick  glance  wiU 
verify.  Moreover,  the  piece  is  above  average  in 
striking  detail.  AU  told  this  is  the  answer  for  any¬ 
one  desiring  a  gem  1924 .  875 

1924  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over 
lustrous  surfaces.  A  coin  nice  enough  to  fiU  the 


“MS-65  requirement”  for  someone  who  wants  a 
high-end  MS-64  equal  to  some  pieces  graded 
MS-65.  We  see  beauty  and  a  lot  of  value  com¬ 


bined .  390 

1924-S  VF-20  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example  with 
natural  nickel  gray  surfaces .  485 


1925-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  The  1925-D  is  quite  dif¬ 
ficult  to  find  in  Mint  State,  save  for  pieces  from 
the  Connecticut  State  Museum  distribution,  that 
by  now  are  fairly  widely  dispersed.  The  present 
coin  is  perhaps  from  that  source,  bought  in  1925 
and  squirreled  away,  but  this  is  just  a  guess. 


Choice  and  desirable .  1,325 

1926-DVF-30 . 99 


1926- S  VF-25  (NGC).  Light  silver  gray  surfaces. 

One  of  the  most  difiicult  Buffalo  nickels  to  find 
in  circulated  grades  such  as  VF  and  EF — so  few 
exist  in  relation  to  so  many  collectors  desiring 
them .  490 

1927- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over 

surfaces  that  are  a  combination  of  matte  and  lus¬ 
trous .  305 

1928  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  sparkling,  brilliant  gem 
with  a  hint  of  pale  rose  on  the  reverse.  Nicely 
struck  and  decidedly  choice  for  the  grade. ..  290 

1930  MS-65  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous .  150 

1930  MS-64  (NGC).  A  frosty  delight.  Strong  lus¬ 
tre  and  a  nuance  of  pale  rose  add  immeasurably  to 
the  overall  appeal  of  this  choice  Mint  State  Buf¬ 
falo  nickel .  105 

1930- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  hint  of 

golden  and  iridescent  toning.  About  typical  strike 
for  1930-S .  540 

In  Mint  State  the  1 930-S  is  several  times  rarer  than  the  1 931  - 
S,  for  several  reasons:  First,  the  1930-S  did  not  have  an  enticin^y 
low  mintage,  and  not  much  attention  was  paid  to  it.  Second,  the 
country  was  entering  the  Depression,  and  people  were  cautious 
in  buying.  Third,  in  contrast  the  1931-S  nickel  came  at  an  even 
deeper  time  in  the  Depression,  but  when  coin  collecting  was  just 
beginning  a  dynamic  growth  in  interest.  The  Depression  saw  a 
great  proliferation  of  hobbies,  and,  interestingly,  beginning  in 
1931,  numismatics  became  as  dynamic  as  just  about  any  hobby 
(such  as  jigsaw  puzzles  and  miniature  golf,  to  mention  just  two), 
a  momentum  that  was  soon  helped  by  Wayte  Raymond’s 
(iard  Catalogue  qfU.S.  Coitis,  popular  holders  available  to  mount 
and  display  a  collection,  and  then,  several  years  later,  the  great 
commemorative  boom  of  1934-1935.  This  text  is  perhaps  a  bit 
lengthy  fora  solo  example  ofa  1930-S  Buffalo  nickel  in  stock,  but 
it  does  serve  to  illustrate  why  such  pieces  were  ignored  in  their 
own  time  and  today  are  fairly  hard  to  find. 

1931- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  example 

ofa  popular  semi-key  date.  A  high  degree  of  lus¬ 
tre  and  a  sharp  strike  combine  in  a  nearly  irresist¬ 
ible  manner.  Toss  in  a  strong  strike  and  the 
present  coin  becomes  nearly  unbeatable  where 
quality  and  value  are  concerned .  950 

1935-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  pale 
rose  highlights . 70 

Gem  Proof  1936  Buffalo  Nickel 
Satin  Finish 

1936  Type  1.  Proof-66  Satin  (NGC).  Very 
tightly  toned,  beautifully  so,  over  satiny  surfaces. 
A  superb  specimen  that  has  never  been  cleaned, 
dipped,  or  otherwise  improved.  Of  course,  the 
quality  was  there  to  begin  with — such  pieces 
were  specifically  made  for  collectors — ^but,  in  the 
more  than  half  century  since  the  piece  was 
struck,  it  has  been  carefully  conserved,  also  an 
important  aspect . 2,900 

Sensational  1936  Proof  Buffalo  Nickel 

1936  Type  II.  Proof-68  Brilliant  (NGC).  An 
absolutely  spectacular  gem  quality  Proof with  bril¬ 
liant  mirrored  fields  (as  opposed  to  satiny  fields). 
This  superb  example  has  tight  blue  and  lilac  ton¬ 
ing  and  possesses  exceptional  aesthetic  appeal.  If 
you  appreciate  the  very  finest  quality,  you  must 


have  this  nickel! . 11,000 

1936-D/D  MS-66  (PCGS) .  339 


1936- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Some  typical  tight  striking  at  the  centers.  As 
we’ve  noted  many  times  before,  99%  of  people 
selling  certified  coins  don’t  bother  mentioning 
the  striking  at  all,  so  perhaps  we  should  not  ei¬ 
ther — but  we  do .  110 

1937- D  3-Legs.  AU-55  (NGC).  Lovely  lustrous 

surfaces  with  delicate  natural  toning.  All-impor¬ 
tant  3  leg  feature  is  very  bold .  1 , 1 00 

Set  Registry^'^  Quality 

1938- D  Buffalo.  MS-67  (PCGS).  An  exceptional 

gem  quality  example  with  very  tight  gold  toning. 
Higltiy  lustrous  and  most  attractive.  PCGS  has 
only  graded  two  coins  at  the  higher  MS-68  grade 
level .  235 

1938- D/D  Buffalo.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous 

with  faint  gold  toning . 99 

Jefferson  Nickels 

1939- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Key  issue  in  the  series  (in 

terms  of  tradition) .  130 

1939- D  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Really  nifty 

grade  for  this  scarce  date  and  mint!  .  795 

1940- D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning 

over  deeply  lustrous  surfaces .  99 

1940- D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Sharplystmckwithbril- 
liant,  firosty  lustre  and  attractive  gold  toning.  ...  89 

1941  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  very 

nearly  qualifying  as  Full  Steps .  59 

1941  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality  with 
sharp  design  features  and  brilliant  lustre .  69 

1941  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  example  with  tight 
gold  toning .  36 

1941- D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 

highly  lustrous  with  superb  gold  toning .  129 


1941- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  with  pleas¬ 
ant  gold  toning .  59 

1942- D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  example 

with  brilliant  lustre  and  tight  gold  toning .  109 

A  much  scarcer  issue  than  conventional  modern  wisdom 
would  surest. 

1942-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with 

lovely  gold  toning . 79 

1942-P  Type  11.  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  .  210 

1942-P  Type  11.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous .  59 

1942-P  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  FuUy  brilliant.  ..  39 

1942-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bnlliant . 59 

1942-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  frosty 
with  attractive  silver  lustre.  This  was  produced  in 
the  silver  wartime  composition . 49 

The  wartime  composition  was  an  unusual  mixture  of56% 
copper,  35%  silver,  and  9%  manganese. 

1942- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant  silver  lustre. .  39 

1943- P  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 59 

1943-P  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example  with 

satiny  stiver  lustre . 49 

1943-P  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant  with  stiver  sur¬ 
faces .  39 

1943-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 59 

1943-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 39 

1943-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example  with 

briUiant  lustre . 45 

1943-S  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Bnlliant . 79 

1943- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  FuUy  briUiant . 39 

1944- P  MS-67  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning.  279 

1944-P  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  A  briUiant  gem  with 

sharp  design  features .  295 

1944-P  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant  with  wisps  of  gold 

toning . 99 

1944-P  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  BriUiant  and  lus¬ 
trous .  149 

1944-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  lustre . 59 

1944-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 49 

1944-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  FuUy  briUiant . 52 

1944- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1945- P  MS-66  (PCGS).  FuUy  briUiant  with  frosty 

lustre .  55 

1945-P  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 59 

1945-D  MS-66  ^CGS).  Brilliant  with  hints  oflight 

gold  toning . 45 

1945-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 39 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1945-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  example 

with  fuUy  briUiant  lustre . 99 

1945-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  attractive  example  has 

frosty  stiver  lustre .  59 

1945-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 39 

1954  Proof-68  (PCGS).  An  outstanding,  superb 
gem  example  with  deeply  mirrored  fields  and 

considerable  aesthetic  appeal .  129 

1958-D  MS-65  FS  (PCGS) . 59 

1959  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  A  reflective  gem 

Proof .  89 

1964  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality.  .  49 
1994-P  S.M.S.  MS-69  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive .  195 


HALF  DIMES 


Lovely  1795  Half  Dime 
LM-10,  V-4 
First  year  of  issue 
Second  date  of  the  series 
1795  Logan  McCloskey-10,  Valentine-4.  AU- 
58  (NGC).  Light  golden  and  magenta  toning 
with  splashes  ofblue.  Very  sharply  struck  in  nearly 
aU  areas,  remarkably  so,  the  hair  being  virtually 
definitive  for  the  design.  On  the  obverse  at  left 
among  the  stars  are  seen  some  Mint  caused 
planchet  adjustment  marks,  not  unusual  for  this 

or  any  other  silver  coin  of  the  era .  6,800 

The  reverse  of  this  piece  is  oriented  270°  from  the  obverse, 
instead  of  the  normal  180°.  This  represents  tire  /ifst  year  that  half 
dimes  were  struck  at  the  I'hiladclphia  Mint,  those  bearing  the 
1794  also  being  struck  in  1795. 

Superb  1834  Half  Dime 
The  Connoisseur’s  Choice 
1834  LM-2,  V-1.  MS-67  (NGC).  BriUiant  and 
highly  lustrous.  WeU  struck  except  for  some  very 
trivial  tightness  at  the  upper  left  of  the  shield, 
scarcely  worth  mentioning  (hardly  anyone  else 
would  say  a  peep!).  A  coin  with  a  lot  of  “life,” 
probably  appearing  today  just  as  nice  as  it  did 
when  it  was  first  minted  so  long  ago!  A  lovely  coin 
that  wiU  satisfy  the  half  dime  specialist  as  weU  as 
anyone  seeking  a  nice  piece  for  “type.”  ...  7,900 

1836  Small  5C.  LM-5,  V-6.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Obverse  with  an  attractive  blend  oflight  gray  ton¬ 
ing  and  gunmetal-blue.  Reverse  silver  and  tight 
gold.  Extremely  weU  struck  on  both  sides,  an  ex¬ 
ceptional  coin  in  this  regard  and  as  such  a  finer 
example  than  usuaUy  seen.  A find  for  the  half  dime 
specialist .  1,250 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars.  MS-61  (NGC). 
First  year  of  the  Liberty  Seated  design  in  the  half 
dime  series,  and  one  of  just  two  varieties  (the 
other  being  the  scarcer  1838-0)  without  stars  on 
the  obverse.  In  perennial  demand  for  inclusion  in 
type  sets  and,  beyond  that,  nice  to  have  even  on 


a  casual  basis .  675 

1845  AU-53 .  129 


Focus  on  Shield 
Nickels! 

A  letter  from  Howard  Spindel: 

Dear  Mr.  Bowers, 

I  am  writing  to  tell  you  that  I  enjoyed 
your  article  on  the  PCGS  web  site 
entitled  “Nickel  Reflections”  very  much. 

I  collect  Shield  nickel  varieties 
extensively.  I  wish  that  I  had  been 
collecting  them  during  the  time  that  you 
mention  that  1883/2  was  not  a 
recognized  variety,  because  the  1883/2 
Shield  nickels  are  a  special  interest  of 
mine.  One  of  my  Shield  nickel  sub- 
projects  is  to  put  together  sets  of  Fivaz  - 
Stanton-013.1  and  FS-013.2  that  show 
progressions  of  the  die  crack.  I  am  sure 
this  will  be  a  lifelong  project! 

If  you  are  interested,  I  invite  you  to 
visit  my  website  devoted  to  1883/2 
Shield  nickels  at: 

www.pacifier.com/~howards/ 

1883_2/1883_2.html 

I  was  also  especially  struck  by  your 
descriptions  of  the  1903  Proof  Liberty 
nickel  with  the  rotated  reverse. 

I  have  a  coin  in  my  collection  that  I 
think  is  pretty  special.  It  is  an  1872  Proof 
Shield  nickel  with  a  nearly  180°  rotated 
reverse,  AND,  it  is  a  doubled  die  obverse. 
It’s  my  experience  that  significant 
rotations  are  uncommon  for  Shield 
nickels. 

I  find  the  Shield  nickel  series 
fascinating  because  of  all  the  discoveries 
still  to  be  made  there. 

Thank  you  for  publishing  your  nickel 
article! 

Best  regards,  Howard  Spindel 

P.S.  The  number  one  coin  on  my 
“want  list”  is  an  1883/2  FS-0013.3.  If  you 
come  across  one  will  you  think  of  me 
please?  I  would  prefer  a  nice  AU  coin,  but 
will  consider  EF-45  or  a  low  end  MS  coin. 


Beautiful  1850-0  Half  Dime 
1850-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  beautiful  specimen, 
sharply  struck,  with  rich  lustre  overlaid  with  deli¬ 
cate  golden  toning  and  splashes  ofblue.  A  treat  to 
the  eye,  a  piece  that  wtil  satisfy  the  most  particu¬ 
lar  old-timer  among  our  clientele,  a  coin  of  clas¬ 
sic  quahty  decades  ago  and  also  today.  New 
Orleans  Mint  half  dimes  are  seldom  seen  in  this 
combination  of  high  numerical  grade  plus  the 
ever  important  aspects  of  sharp  striking  and  eye 
appeal.  A  splendid  coin!  .  3,300 

Gem  1853  With  Arrows  Half  Dime 
1853  Arrows.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne 
toning.  Half  dimes  of  this  style  were  made  be- 
girming  in  spring  1853  following  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Act  ofFebruary  21, 1853,  lowering 
the  authorized  weight  of  the  denomination.  Pre¬ 
viously,  such  pieces  had  not  been  seen  in  circu¬ 
lation  since  circa  1 850,  as  their  melt-down  value 
was  greater  than  their  face  value.  The  arrows 
were  utilized  from  1853  through  1855  for  the 
new  coinage,  after  which  they  were  dropped,  al¬ 
though  the  reduced  weight  remained  the  same. 
Today,  the  demand  for  a  specimen  such  as  this 
is  primarily  for  type  set  purposes.  This  is  cer¬ 
tainly  a  nice  one! .  1,975 

1856  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  frosty  Mint  State  example 

with  ivory  lustre .  635 

1859  Proof-61  (PCGS).  Beautiful  rainbow  toning 
on  obverse  with  peripheral  toning  on  reverse. 

#Ib  Jfasiliioneb 
^erbice 

When  you  buy  from  us:  We  are  here 
to  help  you  build  a  numismatic  collection 
that  will  contain  attractive  rare  coins, 
priced  to  be  excellent  values,  a  collection 
you  can  be  very  proud  to  own  and  display. 
We  invite  you  to  order  from  our 
catalogues,  or  sondusyour  personal  want 
list  for  our  prompt  attention. 

When  you  s^  to  us:  We  offer  direct 
purchases  of  collections  as  well  as  the 
showcasing  of  your  important  coins  or 
collection  in  our  award-winning  auctions. 

(An  auction  brochure  is  yours  on  request.) 

In  all  transactions;  We  endeavor  to 
treat  you  as  we  ourselves  would  like  to  be 
treated. 
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Modified  style  this  year  only  (with  shghtly  shm- 

mer  arms  to  Miss  Liberty,  etc.) .  800 

1863  MS-66  (PCGS).  Delicate  champagne  toning 
over  lustrous  surfaces.  18,000  minted .  2,250 


Superb  Mint  State  1863  Half  Dime 
1866  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  hght  gray  surfaces. 
A  dehghtful  example  of  this  elusive  date.  1 ,095 


Early  Dimes 

1814  John  Reich-3.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (NGC). 
Mostly  lustrous  with  hght  silver  surfaces  and  at¬ 
tractive  gray  toning.  Splashes  of  amber  at  left  ob¬ 
verse .  975 

Choice  1830  Dime 

John  Reich-3 

1830  Medium  IOC.  JR-3.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Lightly  toned  obverse  with  a  few  minor  surface 
marks.  The  surfaces  exhibit  satiny  lustre.  The  re¬ 
verse  of  this  example  is  fuUy  brilhant  and  pristine 
■with  shghdy  prooflike  fields.  Graded  separately, 
we  would  call  the  reverse  at  least  MS-66!  2,695 

As  a  point  of  clarification,  this  variety  is  described  by  PCGS 
as  a  “Medium  IOC”  variety,  which  is  equivalent  to  the  “Large 
IOC”  variety  described  in  the  Guide  Book. 

1831  JR-3.  AU-55  (PCGS) .  375 

Gem  Mint  State  1833  Dime 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
1833  JR-6.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  firosty  white  gem 
with  exceptional  aesthetic  appeal.  All  design  ele¬ 
ments  are  very  sharply  defined.  This  die  marriage 
is  considered  common,  except  that  there  are  no 
common  1 833  dimes  in  gem  condition.  This  is  an 
extremely  important  oppormnity  not  only  for  the 
die  variety  speciahst,  but  for  date  and  type  collec¬ 
tors  as  well.  PCGS  has  graded  just  14  MS-65  ex¬ 
amples  of  this  date  and  only  three  finer.  ..  6,500 

Lustrous  1835  JR-5  Dime 
1835JR-5.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  sur- 
6ces,  some  contact  marks  typical  for  the  grade,  sharply 
stmck,  and  a  coin 'with  a  great  deal  of  “Hfc.”  An  ideal 

representative  of  the  MS-63  category . 1,525 

1836  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Delicate 
golden  and  gray  toning  over  lustrous  surfaces.  The 
reverse  is  a  gorgeous  hlac  with  whispers  of  blue. 
A  lovely  example  of  this  date  and  variety,  ideal  for 
the  half  dime  speciahst  as  well  as  for  anyone  look¬ 
ing  for  a  nice  coin  for  a  type  set .  469 

1836  JR-3.  Rarity-3.  AU-58  (ANACS) .  525 

Liberty  Seated  Dimes 


Gem  1853  No  Arrows  Dime 
1853  No  Arrows.  MS-65  (NGC).  An  amazing  gem 
quality  example  of  this  tare  date  ■with  fuUy  brilhant 
and  highly  lustrous  surfaces.  Very  sharply  stmck. 
This  is  a  very  low  mintage  issue  ■with  just  95,000 
coins  produced.  NGC  has  only  certified  15  ex¬ 
amples  at  this  grade  level  ■with  12  finer . 3,195 

Choice  1855  Dime 
Arrows  at  Date 

1855  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC) .  Lustrous,  well 

stmck,  and  quite  attractive,  this  example  -wiU  fit 
nicely  in  a  type  set  to  illustrate  the  1853-1855 
motif  ■with  arrows  at  date .  1,740 


1874  Arrows.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  A  fully  briUiant 
Proof  example  with  considerable  eye  appeal.  An 
outstanding  example  that  is  sure  to  please.  . .  1 ,095 

Barber  Dimes 

The  Barber  dime  series,  commenced  in  1892  and  contin¬ 
ued  through  most  of  the  year  1916,  is  eminently 
collectible — except  for  the  rare  1894-S.  All  of  the  others  range 
from  readily  available  to  scarce  or  even  rare,  but  they  do  come  to 
market  with  regularity.  In  the  listing  below  we  offer  a  selection 
of  interesting  pieces. 

Cameo  Proof  1892  Dime 

1892  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  exception¬ 
ally  attractive  cameo  with  brilliant  silver  de¬ 
vices  and  deeply  mirrored  fields.  Just  a  trace  of 
toning  is  noted.  If  you  have  been  searching  for 
just  the  right  Barber  dime  for  your  type  col¬ 
lection,  we  recommend  a  quick  phone  call  to 
get  this  example  on  its  journey  to  your  mail¬ 
box .  1,650 

1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  ■with  satiny 
lustre .  279 

1892  MS-64  (NGC).  FuUy  briUiant  and  extremely 
sharply  stmck.  A  lovely  coin  for  the  date  or  type 
coUector .  279 

1892-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Silver  surfaces  ■with  some 
hints  of  gold,  scarce  in  this  grade.  Important  as  the 
first  year  of  issue .  245 

1894  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply  stmck  and  fuUy  lus¬ 

trous  ■with  very  faint  champagne  toning  over  brU- 
Uant  surfaces.  A  scarce  issue .  729 

1894- 0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Much  lustre  stiU  remains. 

A  lovely  specimen,  sharply  stmck,  'with  sUver  sur¬ 
faces  mixed  ■with  hints  of  gold.  The  1894-0  can 
be  caUed  rare  at  any  AU  or  finer  level,  in  fact  it  can 
be  caUed  the  same  in  VF  or  EF.  There  reaUy  are 
not  many  specimens  around  except  those  that  are 
weUwom .  735 

Mint  State  1895  Barber  Dime 

1895  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant  with  a  few  hints  of 

hght  bro'wn  toning.  Sharply  stmck  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous.  The  1895  Barber  dime  is  the  rarest  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  circulation  strike  issue  of  this  design. 
Only  occasionaUy  do  we  have  a  Mint  State  piece 
to  offer,  and  even  less  frequently  do  we  have  one 
at  this  high  MS-64  level.  A  major  opportunity  for 
the  speciahst .  1,775 

Pedigreed  to  the  Law  Collection,  per  the  PCGS  holder.  No 
further  information  is  available  regarding  this  collection. 

Mint  State  1895-S  Dime  Rarity 

1895- S  MS-64  (NGC).  This  is  an  extremely  pleas¬ 

ing  example  with  briUiant  sUver  lustre  and  sub- 
hminal  toning.  A  scarce  and  popular  issue.  This 
example  ranks  very  high  among  knovra  examples 
of  the  issue.  It  is  a  “look  at  it  and  you  ■wiU  want  to 
own  it”  type  of  coin,  it  is  that  nice! .  2,700 

1895- S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Much  lustre  stiU  remains. 

A  “high  end”  EF-45 .  195 

1896- 0  EF-45  (PCGS).  Light  gray  surfaces  ■with 

some  lustre  in  protected  areas.  A  few  splashes  of 
gold  toning  around  the  borders.  A  key  date  in  the 
Barber  series .  495 

1897- S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Lustre  stiU  remains  in  pro¬ 

tected  areas.  A  very  nice  EF-45!  Scarce  so  fine, 
and  to  our  way  of  thinking,  unbelievably  inexpen¬ 
sive .  150 

1898- 0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Some  lustre  stiU  re¬ 
mains .  195 

1899- 0  EF-45  (ANACS).  Light  gray  ■with  irides¬ 
cent  peripheral  toning .  199 

1899-S  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant  and  somewhat 
prooflike,  especiaUy  on  the  obverse.  Sharply 
stmck.  Delicate  champagne  toning  overaU.  A 
simply  gorgeous  piece . 495 


Cameo  Proof  1901  Dime 
1901  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  exceptional 
gem  Proof  ■with  desirable  cameo  contrast.  FuUy 

briUiant  with  amazing  cameo  contrast .  1 ,650 

1901  Proof-65  (NGC).  An  impressive  cameo 
Proof  with  ivory  lustre  at  central  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse,  highhghted  by  peripheral  iridescence.  950 

Choice  1901-0  Barber  Dime 
1901-0  MS-64  (NGC).  An  outstanding  example, 
sharply  stmck  and  ■with  satiny  white  lustre.  Al¬ 
though  from  a  relatively  high  mintage  in  excess  of 
five  miUion  coins,  very  few  survivors  remain  in 

MS-60  or  finer  quahty .  1,950 

1903-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces  with 
hght  brown  and  gold  toning  accented  by  a  few 
splashes  of  blue.  Fairly  scarce .  365 

Although  the  casual  reader  might  be  skeptical  that  a  $365 
coin  minted  in  the  20th  century  can  be  called  scarce  or  rare,  the 
fact  is  that  pieces  at  this  level  ate  few  and  far  between  in 
comparison  to  the  demand  for  them.  If  with  an  unlimited 
budget  someone  sought  to  purchase  every  MS-62  and  MS-63 
1903-0  dime  coming  on  the  market  within  a  given  year, 
probably  the  total  obtained,  in  certified  holders,  could  be 
comfortable  held  in  one  hand. 

1907- S  MS-63  (NGC).  A  lovely  example  ■with  brU- 

hant  lustre  and  sharp  design  features.  Mint  State 
examples  of  this  issue  are  quite  elusive .  659 

1908  MS-65  (NGC).  Bright  sUver  lustre  with  frosty 
de'vices  and  satiny  fields.  Slight  cameo  contrast 
adds  to  the  aesthetic  appeal  of  this  gem .  625 

1908- D  MS-64  (NGC).  A  scarce  Denver  Mint 

issue  with  frosty  lustre  and  very  light  gold  ton¬ 
ing .  620 

1909- D  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  specimen  with 

much  lustre  remaining .  195 

Gem  1910-S  Barber  Dime 

1910- S  MS-65  (NGC).  An  extraordinarUy  beau¬ 

tiful  gem  ■with  sharp  design  features  and  fuUy  bril- 
Uant  sUver  lustre.  A  trace  of  amber  toning  is  noted 
along  the  borders.  A  scarce  date,  seldom  encoun¬ 
tered  in  gem  quality .  2,100 

1910-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Nearly  aU  lustre  remains. 

Light  gray  toning  over  basicaUy  bright  sUver  sur¬ 
faces .  315 

1911  MS-61  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  on  obverse. 

Dark  gray  toning  on  reverse  from  4:00  —  8:00. .  115 
1912-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  the  fields 
being  somewhat  satiny.  Needle-sharp  strike.  A  delight¬ 
ful  example  of  the  1912-S  dime,  a  coin  combining 
superb  eye  appeal  with  relatively  h^  numerical  grade 
and  very  reasonable  current  market  price . 490 

Mercury  Dimes 


Superb  Gem  1916  Mercury  Dime 
Remarkable  MS-68  FB 

1916  Mercury.  MS-68  FB  (NGC).  FuUy  briUiant, 
one  of  the  nicest  we  have  seen.  Not  at  aU  a  rare 
date,  but  certairUy  elusive  at  this  incredibly  high 
NGC  certification  level .  3,950 

1916  Mercury.  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  BriUiant.  310 

1916  Mercury.  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  Lustrous  with 

very  hght  toning .  89 

1917  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  BriUiant  ■with  satiny  lus¬ 
tre .  105 

1917- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  480 

1918- S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  briUiant  gem  with  frosty 

white  lustre .  629 

1919- S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lovely  example  with 

briUiant  stiver  lustre .  695 

1920  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  ton¬ 
ing .  145 

Sharp  1920-S  Mercury  Dime 
Full  Bands 

1920- S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Very  briUiant  and  very 

lustrous,  no  doubt  as  it  appeared  on  the  day  it  was 
struck.  Some  tightness  of  impression  around  the 
reverse  rim  and  at  the  base  of  the  mintmark.  This 
is  not  an  item  for  the  cormoisseur,  but  someone 
“bu'ying  the  holder”  might  weU  tike  it.  That  said, 
this  piece  is  equal  to  many  of  its  brethren  classi¬ 
fied  as  MS-64  fuU  bands .  2,100 

1923  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  ■with  frosty 
lustre  and  lovely  peripheral  totting .  240 

1924-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Outstanding  quahty  ■with 
briUiant  white  lustre .  595 

1924-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Splashes  oftight  golden 
toning  over  lustrous  surfaces.  Fairly  decent 
strike,  about  as  weU  struck  as  one  can  get  with¬ 
out  entering  the  Full  Split  Bands  designation. 


Nice!  . 460 

1927  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 775 

1928-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,750 

1928-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 365 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  FuUy  lustrous  ■with  hght 

gold  toning . 329 


1929-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant  ■with  a  whisper 
of  champagne  tonirrg.  An  absolutely  splendid  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  issue  from  the  late  1920s.  Not  rare  as  a 
date,  but  this  combination  of  high  numerical  grade 


and  superb  eye  appeal  is  not  easy  to  find .  595 

193 1-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 610 


Gem  1931-S  Dime 
FuU  Bands 

1931-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  A  brilhant,  lustrous, 
nicely  struck  in  all  areas,  and  thoroughly  desirable. 
Popular  low  mintage  variety .  2,275 

Impressive  1934  Mercury  Dime 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
1934  MS-68  FB  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  with  an  at¬ 


tractive  matte  characteristic.  A  few  whispers  of 
golden  totting.  Among  the  highest  certified  grades 

of  this  date .  3,900 

PCGS  Popularion:  13;  none  finer. 

1934- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  195 

1935  MS-67  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  ..  125 

Superb  1935-S  Mercury  Dime 
Set  Registry™  QuaUty 

1935- S  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant  and  lustrous 
with  hght  golden  totting.  Among  the  highest  cer¬ 


tified  at  this  date  and  ntint .  1,650 

PCGS  Popularion:  33;  none  finer. 

An  early  impression  from  the  die  pair,  with  some  interest¬ 
ing  raised  die  finish  lines  visible  under  magnification. 

1935-S  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 270 

Gem  Proof  1936  Dime 


1936  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  totting  over  mirror 
surfaces.  Scarcest  of  the  Proof  Mercury  dimes 
minted  1936-1942,  an  interesting  set  to  put  to¬ 
gether .  2,400 

Lovely  Proof  1936  Dime 

1936  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Medium  golden  toning 
over  mirror  surfaces.  A  high  quahty  example  of 
the  scarcest  of  the  Proof  Mercury  dimes.  Just  right 
for  a  choice  set .  1,550 

1936-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 
fuUy  lustrous .  379 

1936-S  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  BriUiant .  150 

1936- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Light  golden  totting  on 

the  periphery .  85 

1937- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  A  briUiant  gem  ex¬ 
ample  ■with  hght  iridescent  totting .  130 

1938- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  BnUiant  white  lustre.  50 

1939  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  405 

1939- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilhant  and  lustrous. 

A  very  nice  example .  725 

1940  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1941  Proof-67  (PCGS).  BrUhant  and  beautifiti.  880 
PCGS  Population;  219;  9  finer  (all  Proof-68). 

1942/1  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  example  ■with 
hght  stivety  gray  surfaces  and  faint  gold  toning. 

875 

1942/1  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  gray  surfaces  with 
considerable  lustre .  799 

1942/1  VF-35  (PCGS).  Natural  deep  gray  sur¬ 
faces .  435 

1942  Proof-67  (NGC).  Light  hlac  surfaces  with 
splashes  of  gold  around  the  borders  and  with  hght 
mottled  gray  and  gold  on  the  reverse.  A  pristine 
coin  that  has  never  been  dipped  or  improved. 

795 

1942  Proof-66  (PCGS) . , .  405 

1942  Proof-66  (NGC).  BriUiant  and  beautiful. 

405 

Roosevelt  Dimes 


1946-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  BnUiant .  119 

1951-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Vibrant  gold  and  iridescent 

totting .  79 

1953-D  MS-67  (PCGS) . 205 

1953-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  BnUiant . 99 

1953- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  briUiant  gem  ■with  a 

touch  of  very  hght  champagne  toning . 29 

1954- S  MS-67  (PCGS) .  175 

1954-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 39 

1956-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Very  shghtly  prooflike 

with  btiUiant  lustre . 39 

1959  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS) .  129 

1959- D  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  with  bril¬ 
hant  lustre .  129 

1960- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 39 

1962  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 39 

1964-D  MS-67  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  199 


TWENTY-CENT  PIECES 


Mint  State  1875  Twenty  Cent  Piece 
Scarce  Philadelphia  Mint  Issue 
1875  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  ivory  surfaces  ■with 
peripheral  rose  toning.  The  first  issue  of  this  very 
short-hved  series,  ■with  circulation  strike  coinage 
only  minted  for  two  years.  Among  aU  date  and 
mintmark  varieties,  only  the  1875  San  Francisco 
Mint  coin  can  be  considered  common.  This 
Philadelphia  Mint  issue  is  seldom  seen  in  choice 

or  gem  Mint  State  quahty .  1,950 

1875  VF-30.  Pleasing  medium  gray  surfaces.  139 

Gem  1875-S  Twenty  Cent  Piece 
1875-S  Breen-3875.  “$”  Variety.  MS-65 

(NGC) .  A  lovely  gem  with  frosty  white  lustre  and 
sharp  design  features.  This  example  has  a  recut 
mintmark,  the  smaU  S  first  tUted  to  the  left,  then 
punched  in  the  proper  upright  position.  A  very 


popular  variety .  4,500 

1875-S  EF-40.  Natural  medium  gray .  189 


One  of  these  days  we  will  have  to  recount  the  story  of 
Louise  and  the  curious  twenty-cent  pieces  brought  to  her  by  a 
local  lady — and  which  were  almost  turned  into  a  bank  for  face 


value ! 

1875-S  VF-25.  Light  gray  surfaces .  129 

1875-S  VF-20.  Light  silvery  gray  sur&ces .  109 


Russell  /  Bloomberg  Wisdom 

Better  late  than  never,  they  say.  This  item  has  been  in  our  files  since  June  2001.  How 
grateful  we  are  that  there  is  enough  “stuff  on  hand  to  do  a  dozen  or  more  future  Rare  Coin 
Review  and  Coin  Collector  issues,  and  even  then  we  would  have  things  on  hand.  Funny  how 
this  particular  item  from  Richard  Russell  is  Just  as  relevant  today  as  it  was  well  over  a  year 
ago.  In  fact,  perhaps  it  is  more  relevant!  In  his  Dow  Theory  Letters,  Russell  commented: 

Bloomberg’s  magazine.  Personal  Finance,  I  find,  is  one  of  the  best  all-around  magazines 
for  ideas,  concepts  and  generally  useful  information. 

The  cover  article  in  the  current  issue  is  “Ten  Lessons  Poker  Teaches  Great  Investors.” 
Included  in  the  “ten  lessons”  are  titles  including  “When  you  have  the  best  of  it,  make  the 
most  of  it,”  and  “It  often  pays  to  pass,”  and  “Examine  your  motivations  for  playing.” 

The  last  one,  “Motivations,”  is  one  that  all  subscribers  should  ponder.  Here  are  a  few 
quotes;  “The  main  reason  for  investing  or  playing  poker  is  to  make  money,  period.  If 
poker  is  your  way  of  socializing,  you  need  to  decide  how  much  you  are  willing  to  lose  and 
stick  to  that  limit.  If  what  you’re  after  is  a  thrill,  you  need  to  get  help.  In  the  market,  too, 
some  people  play  so  they  can  brag  about  wheeling  and  dealing  with  the  big  guys,  while 
others  just  crave  the  excitement  of  trading.  Investing  is  for  a  secure  future.  These  people 
should  find  less  risky  hobbies  like  skydiving. 

“Playing  the  market,  of  course,  is  not  the  same  as  playing  cards.  But  in  both  fields, 
you  can  be  more  of  a  gambler  or  more  of  an  investor.” 

And  from  the  paragraph  entitled  “Patience:  Warren  Buffett  has  said  that  money  flows 
from  the  impatient  to  the  patient.  That  goes  for  poker  as  well  as  investing.  In  both  you’ll 
suffer  dry  spells.  But  if  you  stick  with  a  strategy  you  know  is  sound,  eventually  you’ll 
carry  the  day.” 

Subscribers  know  that  in  these  reports  I  am  not  a  gambler,  I  am  in  investor  both  in 
what  I  write  and  in  the  way  I  handle  my  own  money  and  my  family’s  money.  My  approach 
requires  a  lot  of  patience  and  a  lot  of  passing.  If  the  values  aren’t  there,  if  the  dividends 
aren’t  there,  I  will  usually  pass. 
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1875-S  VG-10.  A  pleasing  example . 89 

1876  Net  VP-35.  Sharpness  slightly  finer,  however, 

lightly  cleaned .  239 

1876  VF-30.  Light  gray  with  hints  of  toning.  219 

Proof  1878  Twenty-Cent  Piece 
1878  Proof-61  (NGC).  A  brilliant  Proof  with 
slight  cameo  contrast  and  outstanding  aesthetic 
appeal .  2,280 


QUARTER  DOLLARS 


Early  Quarters 


Choice  Mint  State  1838  Quarter 
1838  Capped  Bust.  B-1.  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant 
surfaces  with  satiny  white  lustre.  This  sharply 
struck  example  is  a  fine  representative  of  the  fi¬ 


nal  Capped  Bust  quarter  dollar  issue .  2,495 

Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

1858  AU-50  (PCGS).  Attractive  dark  gray  ton¬ 
ing .  165 


Mint  State  1859  Quarter  Dollar 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
1859  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  is  an  extremely  pleas¬ 
ing  example,  sharply  struck,  and  with  attractive 
satin  lustre.  Faint  traces  of  champagne  toning  are 
noted  on  each  side.  PCGS  has  only  graded  14 
examples  at  this  numeric  level,  along  with  six  finer 
coins  ranging  up  to  MS-67 .  2,100 

Lovely  Proof  1862  Quarter  Dollar 
1862  Proof-63  (PCGS).  BnUiant  and  beautiful.  A 
lovely  specimen  of  this  Civil  War  issue.  Quahty 
coins  such  as  this  offer  a  great  deal  of  value.  .  1 ,425 

Mint  State  1870  Quarter  Dollar 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
1870  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  frosty 
white  surfaces  and  sharp  design  features.  This  is  a 
scarce  issue  from  a  mintage  ofjust  86,400  circu¬ 
lation  strikes.  The  present  example  is  tied  with 
one  other  for  the  grade,  and  with  only  six  finer  ex¬ 
amples  certified  by  PCGS .  3,100 

Marvelous  Gem  1874-S  Quarter 
Arrows  at  Date 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
1874-S  Arrows.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck, 
brilliant,  lustrous,  and  a  treat  to  the  eye.  Indeed,  what 
mote  could  be  asked?  This  delightful,  sparkling  little 
gem  is  probably  from  a  small  group  of  coins  that 
came  to  light  a  number  of  decades  ago,  discussed  at 
some  length  in  Dave  Bowen’  American  Coin  Trea¬ 
sures  and  Hoards  (a  copy  of  which  is  youn  gratis  if  you 
order  this  coin.  If  not  you  might  want  to  acquire  it 
from  our  Publications  Department).  Such  pieces, 
never  common  to  begin  with,  are  not  very  widely 
dispened,  and  only  occasionally  do  we  have  the  plea¬ 
sure  of  having  one  for  sale.  The  present  coin  fully 
answen  the  demand  for  superb  quality  while  at  the 
same  time  fits  nicely  into  a  type  set  of  United  States 
coins,  illustrating  the  1873-1874  style  with  arrows 
at  date  and  motto  on  reverse . 4,500 

Gem  Cameo  Proof  1875  Quarter 
1875  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC).  This  is  one  of  the 
very  finest  Proof  Liberty  Seated  quarters  we  have 
handled.  This  is  a  fully  briUiant  gem  with  excep¬ 
tional  cameo  contrast .  3,240 

Brilliant  Gem  1877  Quarter 

1877  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre. 

A  splendid  example  of  this  issue,  certainly  one  of 
the  finest  we  have  seen .  2,900 

Under  magnification  some  very  delicate  die  cracks  can  be 
seen  around  part  of  the  obverse  and  part  of  the  reverse  borders. 

Gem  1878  Quarter 

1878  MS-65  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  golden  toning  on 

the  periphery  fiames  lustrous  surfeces . 2,600 

Lovely  Gem  1890  Quarter  Dollar 
1890  MS-66  (NGC).  This  is  a  sensational  gem  ex¬ 
ample  with  sharp  design  elements  and  fiilly  brilliant 
lustre.  This  gem  is  truly  a  coin  for  the  connoisseur 
and  is  certain  to  please  any  collector . 3,250 

Barber  Quarters 

1893  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  brilliant 

satin  lustre .  740 

1896  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  example  at 
this  grade  level  with  extraordinarily  sharp  design 
features.  FuUy  brilliant  obverse  with  bright  silver 
lustre.  The  reverse  lustre  is  subdued  by  golden 
brown  toning .  695 

Amazing  1896-0  Quarter  Dollar 
The  Single  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
1896-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen  over¬ 
all,  the  finest  graded  by  PCGS,  which  in  itself  says 
a  lot.  A  few  scattered  marks  are  seen  on  the  jaw  of 
Miss  Liberty,  and  there  is  some  hghtness  of  strike 
on  the  obverse  stars,  the  last  not  unusual  for  1896- 
O.  A  coin  that  will  be  just  right  for  anyone  putting 


together  a  very  high  grade  set  of  this  series.  For 
many  years  the  1896-0  has  been  recognized  as  a 
key  issue  in  high  grades,  not  as  famous  as  the  rarer 
1 896-S,  but  stiU  very  important  in  its  own  right.  As 
noted,  this  is  the  finest  seen  by  PCGS . 1 1,500 

PCGS  Popularion:  1 ;  none  finer. 

Mint  State  1896-0  Quarter 
1896-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  sharply  struck  with 
exceptional  satiny  lustre.  This  is  an  elusive  issue 
in  Mint  State  quality.  Certain  to  please  the  spe¬ 
cialist.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that,  in  all  Mint 
State  grades,  this  issue  has  exactly  the  same  PCGS 
population  as  its  more  expensive  cousin,  the 
1 896-S  issue .  1,875 

Standing  Liberty  Quarters 


Brilliant  Gem  1917  Type  I  Quarter 

1917  Type  I.  MS-66  FH  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  frosty 

lustre.  A  superb  specimen  of  this  issue.  Not  a  rar¬ 
ity  by  any  means,  but  certainly  delightful  to  own 
and  beautiful  to  contemplate .  1,950 

1918  MS-65  (NGC).  L^t  golden  tonir^  over  deeply 

lustrous  sur&ces.  The  head,  while  not  jiitt,  is  quite  well 
struck  and  closely  challenges  the  FH  designation.  A 
splendid  specimen  at  the  assigned  grade . 625 

1918-D  AU-58.  A  briUiant  example  with  nearly 
complete  lustre .  175 

Superb  1923  Quarter  Dollar 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
1923  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  condition  rarity  of  the  date, 
lustrous  and  attractive,  although  not  with  the  full 

/lead  designation .  1,750 

PCGS  Population:  11;  2  finer  (both  MS-67  FH). 

1926  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  Deeply  lustrous  and  fixisty. 
Head  details  very  sharp,  although  not  quite  full.  A 
very  attractive  example  of  this  later  date .  575 

Important  1927-S  Quarter  Dollar 

1927- S  AU-55  (NGC).  Lustrous  silvery  gray  with  a 
blush  of  champagne  toning.  This  is  a  pleasir^  example 
of  the  issue,  considered  a  key-date  amor^  Standing 
Liberty  quarter  dollars.  Often,  when  offerir^  coins  of 
this  nature,  we  receive  calls  finm  people  wishing  to 
purchase  the  coin,  and  when  told  it  has  already  been 
sold,  reply  that  they  “should  have  called  yesterday.” 
If  you  have  been  looking  for  an  example  of  this  issue, 
please  don’t  wait  until  tomorrow  to  call  us.  ..3,100 

1928- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  a  sensational  gem 

example  with  fully  brilliant  silver  lustre  and 
splashes  of  lovely  iridescent  toning  along  the 
borders,  especially  on  the  reverse.  Quite  sharply 
struck  with  two-thirds  head  detail  visible.  A  few 
shield  rivets  are  poorly  defined  as  usual . 939 

1928- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 

briUiant  ivory  lustre  and  very  light  peripheral  iri¬ 
descence.  Sharply  struck  and  very  nearly  quaUfy- 
ing  as  fiiU  head .  695 

Pristine  1929  Quarter  Dollar 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
1929  MS-67  FH  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive. 
Dehcate  golden  toning.  Fairly  weU  struck,  head 
detaUs  sharply  defined  except  for  the  very  highest 
points,  and  with  a  couple  Ught  areas  on  the  shield 
rivets  (not  taken  into  consideration  by  the  grading 
service).  AU  told  an  exceptional  example.  ..  7,200 
PCGS  Population:  4;  none  finer. 

1929- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  example 

with  fuUy  briUiant  and  namral  Ught  sUver  lustre 
accented  by  splashes  of  iridescent  toning  about  the 
peripheries.  Typical  strike  with  approximately 
half  of  the  head  details  visible.  A  few  shield  rivets 
are  lacking  detaU .  839 

Washington  Quarters 

1932  MS-65  (PCGS).  First  year  of  issue . 459 

1932  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  a  whisper  of 

Ulac  toning . 85 

1932-D  EF-45  (ICG).  Natural  light  gray  sur¬ 
faces . .269 

Choice  Mint  State  1932-S  Quarter 

1932-S  MS-64  (PCGS) .  1,495 

1932-S  AU-58  (ICG).  BriUiant  and  sharply  struck 

with  virtually  fiiU  lustre .  329 

1934  Doubled  Die  obverse.  VF-35  (PCGS).  .  130 

1934  Doubled  Die  obverse.  F-15  (PCGS) . 85 

1934  Doubled  Die  obverse.  F-12  (PCGS) . 70 

1934-D  MS-64  (NGC).  BrUUant  and  lustrous  with 
mottled  golden  toning  on  the  obverse,  blended 
golden  and  brown  toning  on  the  reverse.  A  very 
attractive  example  of  an  early  Denver  Mint  quar¬ 
ter  doUar  that  is  somewhat  more  elusive  than  gen- 

eraUy  appreciated .  495 

1934-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly  attractive  with 

bright  sUver  lustre.  A  scarce  issue . 495 

1936-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant  and  lustrous.  A 
few  scattered  marks  are  seen,  consistent  with  the 
MS-65  grade.  A  very  attractive  example  of  this 

key  issue,  a  condition  rarity .  1 ,300 

In  19.46  the  attention  of  numismatists  was  focused  upon 
commemorative  half  dollars  which  were  undergoing  a  boom. 
Not  much  notice  was  paid  to  other  things  going  on,  including 
tile  advent  ofProof sets  (the  first  since  1916)  and  the  production 
of  current  coinage  for  circubtion.  The  mint  reports  indicated  a 
high  production  for  the  19.46-D  quarter,  and  thus  few  bothered 
to  save  them.  Later,  it  was  realized  that  in  Mint  State  the 
19.46-0  was  a  rarity,  although  circulated  specimens  could  be 
found  in  abundance. 

1936-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces . 279 


1936-S  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant .  199 

1941- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Deeply  lustrous  and  frosty. 

A  whisper  of  attractive  toning  is  seen . 69 

1942  ProoT66  (NGC) .  Bright  silver  surfices  with  mir¬ 
rored  fields  and  just  a  trace  of  cameo  contrast.  . .  206 

1942- D  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  VP-30.  Light  sUver 

surfaces .  399 

1942- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Dehcate  toning  over  sat¬ 
iny  lustrous  surfaces .  130 

1943- S  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

FuUy  briUiant  with  frosty  stiver  lustre.  Doubting 
is  most  readily  seen  on  the  motto .  1,195 

1943-S  Doubled  Die  obverse.  AU-58  (PCGS). 
Bright  silver  lustre .  319 

1946- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant  and  lustrous.  49 

1947- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Outstanding  tight  gold 

toning .  59 

1950  Proof-67  (PCGS) .  150 

1950  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant  and  lustrous.  ...  99 
1950-D/D  Doubled  Die  reverse.  FS-020.  MS-63 

(AN ACS).  BriUiant.  A  minor  reverse  doubled  die 
most  noticeable  among  the  lower  details,  espe- 

ciaUy  the  eagle’s  claws . 79 

1950-S  MS-65  (PCGS) . 49 

1950-S/D  AU-55.  Lustrous  stiver  with  a  splash  of 
heather  toning  on  the  reverse . 375 

1951  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  fuUy 

briUiant .  39 

1953-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant  with  subtle  ton¬ 


ing .  99 

1954  Proof-68  (PCGS).  BriUiant  with  a  touch  of 

pale  gold  at  the  rims .  119 

1954  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  attractive  ex¬ 
ample .  269 

1960  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 39 

1961-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 39 


Washington  Quarter  Mint  Errors 


“State  Reverse”  Coins 

1999-P  Connecticut.  10%  Double  clip.  MS-63. 189 

1999-D  Connecticut.  4%  Double  clip.  MS-60.  149 

1999-D  Cormecticut.  Broadstruck.  MS-63.  ...  35 

1999-D  Delaware.  4%  Clip  with  strong  partial  col¬ 
lar.  MS-63 .  189 

1999-P  Georgia.  9%  Double  clip.  MS-60 .  149 

1999-P  New  Jersey.  12%  Off-center.  MS-64 

(PCGS) .  250 

1999-P  New  Jersey.  10%  Off-center.  MS-64 
(PCGS) .  215 

1999- P  New  Jersey.  5%  Straight  clip  with  partial 

collar.  MS-60 .  279 

2000- P  New  Hampshire.  Struck  20%  off-center  at 

12:00.  MS-63  (NGC).  FuUy  briUiant .  185 

2000-P  New  Hampshire.  Struck  5%  off-center. 
MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  stmek  and  fiiUy  briUiant 

with  lustrous  light  gray  surfaces . 89 

2000-P  New  Hampshire.  Struck  5%  off-center. 
MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  fiiUy  briUiant 

with  lustrous  tight  gray  surfaces . 79 

2000-P  New  Hampshire.  Struck  5%  off-center. 
MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  fuUy  briUiant 
with  lustrous  tight  gray  surfaces .  69 

2000- D  New  Hampshire.  Struck  5%  off-center. 

MS-64.  Sharply  struck  and  fuUy  briUiant  with 
lustrous  tight  gray  surfaces . 49 

2001- P  New  York.  Double  struck.  Second 

strike  50%  off-center.  MS-63 .  695 

2001-P  North  Carolina.  Struck  5%  off-center.  MS- 

65  (PCGS) .  169 

2001-P  North  Carolina.  5%  off-center.  MS-63.  99 

2001- P  Vermont.  5%  off-center.  MS-63 .  159 

2002- P  Ohio.  8%  Double  Clip.  MS-63 .  295 


HALF  DOLLARS 


Early  Half  Dollars 


Popular  1795  Half  Dollar  Variety 
STATES  over  STETES 
1795  A  over  E  in  STATES.  Overton-113.  F- 

15  (PCGS).  Silver  gray  and  lilac  surfaces.  A 
pleasing  representative  of  this  curious  and  highly 
fascinating  die  variety  of  1795,  an  engraving 

wonder .  1,600 

The  engraver  first  cut  STETES  in  the  reverse  die,  realized  hi.s 
error,  and  overpunched  the  egregious  first  E  with  a  correct  A. 

Obverse  from  fairly  late  die  state  showing  extensive  cracks 
among  the  stars  and  near  the  borders,  commencing  with  star  1 2 
and  continuing  past  star  15. 

1795  Doubled  Date.  0-112.  G-6  (NGC). 
Smooth,  even  wear.  Light  silver  gray  color.  639 
This  is  one  of  the  more  famous  obverse  dies  of  the  era.  The 
first  date  was  cut  too  low  (not  sharply  defined  on  the  present 
specimen),  and  then  repunched  in  a  higher  and  more  pleasing 
position.  The  same  obverse  was  also  used  in  combination  with 
the  famous  THREE  LEAVES  reverse. 

Important  1806  0-124  Half  Dollar 
1806  Pointed  6.  0-124.  Rarity-6.  VF-25.  Very 
tight  silvery  gray  with  choice  surfaces  for  the 
grade.  An  extremely  important  opportunity  for 
the  advanced  specialist  to  acquire  this  rarity.  Blun- 


Reader  Rodney  J.  Miller  sent  in 
an  issue  of  Ventures  magazine,  a 
visitor’s  guide  to  the  Northern  Fox 
River  Valley  in  Illinois,  featuring  on 
the  cover  the  Pioneer  Memorial, 
sculptured  by  Trygve  Rovelstad  and 
used  as  the  motif  on  the  1936  Elgin 
commemorative  half  dollar.  The 
statue  at  last  is  set  up  in  Elgin, 
“standing  proudly  on  Kimball 
Street  overlooking  the  Fox  River, 
pointing  the  way  toward  new 
horizons  in  a  city  of  promise.” 

The  commemorative  half  dollar 
was  sold  way  back  in  1936  to  help 
fund  the  creation  and  erection  of 
the  statue,  but  the  sculptor  has 
long  since  passed  to  his  final 
reward,  and  no  doubt  the 
generation  of  numismatists  who 
ordered  commemoratives  back 
then  is  for  the  most  part  no  longer 
alive.  However,  a  new  generation 
can  appreciate  the  statue  and, 
perhaps,  buy  at  a  premium  a 
commemorative  half  dollar  to  go 
along  with  it! 


dered  reverse  die  with  E  of  STATES  punched 
over  an  erroneous  A .  4,250 


Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars 

1808  0-104.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Attractive  tight 

golden  toning .  485 

1818/7  0-101.  AU-55.  Light  golden  torting  sur¬ 
rounding  lustrous  devices .  895 

1822  0-1 10a.  AU-58  (ANACS).  Pale  gold  toning 
over  nearly  full  lustre .  475 

Mint  State  1832  Half  Dollar 
1832  Small  Letters.  0-110.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
Sharply  stmek  with  frosty  white  obverse  and  tight 
gold  toned  reverse .  1,750 

Gem  1834  0-109  Half  DoUar 
SmaU  Date,  SmaU  Letters 
1834  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  0-109. 
MS-65  (NGC).  Silver  surfaces  with  much  lus¬ 
tre,  accented  by  splashes  of  gold  and  electric 
blue.  Well  stmek  on  nearly  all  areas  of  the 
obverse  and  reverse,  the  exceptions  being 
trivial.  A  delightful  coin  from  any  and  aU  as¬ 
pects . 6,800 

Desirable  1836  Reeded  Edge 
Half  DoUar 

1836  Reeded  Edge.  VF-25  (PCGS).  A  pleasing 
example  with  medium  stiver  gray  surfeces.  A  coin 
with  a  rich  history,  representing,  among  other 
things,  the  first  steam  coinage  of  the  half  dollar 
denomination  (cents  had  been  coined  by  steam- 
powered  presses  since  the  spring,  but,  to  our 
knowledge,  no  stiver  coins  had  been.  In  Decem¬ 
ber  the  famous  Gobrecht  silver  dollars  would  be 

coined  this  way.) .  1 ,380 

1839-0  Capped  Bust.  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  lus¬ 
trous  example  with  tight  champagne  toning.  A 
popular  issue  and  the  oitiy  collectible  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  New  Orleans  Mint  among  coins  of  this 
design.  Ever  popular  variety  with  mintmark  on 
the  obverse .  1 ,280 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 

Our  ofTering  oFLiberty  Seated  half  dollars  includes  choice 
and  interesting  Mint  State  issues  and  popular  types. 

El^OY  YOURSELF:  Coin  collecting  is  a  very  pleasur¬ 
able  pursuit.  The  best  way  to  “get  involved  ’  is  to  buy  some 
useful  and  interesting  books  on  the  subject  not  price  guides  or 
market  reports,  but  books  that  tell  you  about  coins,  how  they 
were  made  and  how  they  were  used. . 

Our  Books  for  Sale  section  offers  many  interesting  and 
worthwhile  titles,  all  priced  at  a  discount! 

1842  Small  Date,  AU-55  (ANACS).  Light  silver 
lustre  with  attractive  peripheral  toning .  419 
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Thoughts  on  Forming  A  Collection 


think.  The  reference  books  are  still  there. 
Not  only  is  Penny  Whimsy  available  in 
reprint  form,  but  beyond  that  the  Early 
American  Coppers  Club  provides  a  chatty 
newsletter,  Penny-Wise,  which  contains 
interesting  articles  about  die  varieties, 
reports  of  finds,  auction  news,  convention 
gossip,  and  the  like,  all  of  which  make 
collecting  more  interesting  than  ever. 
Whereas  30  or  40  years  ago  there  were 
relatively  few  reference  books  available  in 
Aunerican  numismatics,  today  there  are 
dozens  of  good  ones,  and  probably  a  couple 
hundred  titles  in  all  m  print,  if  one  includes 
monographs  on  specialized  areas  of 
obsolete  currency,  tokens,  and  the  hke. 

The  trusty  Guide  Book  of  United  States 
Coins  is  still  with  us,  containing  more 
information  than  ever.  However,  the 
usefulness  of  this  red-covered  volume  has 
been  overlooked  by  many,  who  find  other 
sources  are  more  timely  for  pricing 
information  and  who  do  not  realize  that  the 
Guide  Book  still  remains  an  excellent  source 
to  determine  what  one  should  collect  and 
the  approximate  cost  of  doing  so. 

Problems  (really  challenges) 

What,  then,  is  the  problem  about 
collecting,  if  there  is  one?  As  I  see  it,  there 
are  two  problems  —  perhaps  1  should  say 
two  challenges: 

First,  the  vast  preponderance  of  material 
in  print  emphasizes  the  investment  aspect 
of  coins  and  says  Httle  or  nothing  about 
collecting  them.  Accumulate  a  pile  of 
Morgan  silver  dollars,  or  buy  common  date 
Saint-Gaudens  $20  gold  pieces,  or  act  now 
to  buy  commemoratives  before  the  next 
price  rise,  or  jump  on  the  bandwagon  and 
get  into  Proof  coins,  and  so  on.  Readers 
of  popular  advertising  or  watchers  of  coin- 
seUing  programs  on  television  are  typically 
told  nothing  about  collecting,  so  if  they 
become  interested  in  buying  coins,  they 
completely  miss  much  of  what 
numismatics  has  to  offer.  These  firms  do 
not  stock  books  and  thus  cannot  offer  their 
customers  such  useful  guides  as  Walter 
Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins,  or  even  Ron  Guth’s  recent 
Coin  Collecting  for  Dummies  (curious  but 
popular  title,  but  a  book  with  a  lot  of  really 
good  information).  Further,  old-line 
numismatic  firms  have  been  replaced  to 
an  extent  by  coin  marketing  organizations 
whose  salesmen  know  all  about  bid  and  ask 
prices,  the  value  of  gold  bulhon  on  a  given 
day,  and  how  to  effectively  make 
telemarketing  calls,  but  who  couldn’t 
attribute  a  1794  large  cent  to  Dr.  Sheldon’s 
book  if  their  Hfe  depended  on  it. 

These  firms  spend  miUions  of  dollars 
on  advertising  and  promotion,  virtually 
none  of  which  encourages  anyone  to 
collect  anything.  Accumulation  for 
investment  is  the  name  of  the  game. 
Overlooked  is  the  demonstrable  fact  (I  had 
quite  a  bit  to  say  about  this  in  my  book,  A 
Buyer's  Guide  to  the  Rare  Coin  Market,  a  best 
seller  in  the  1980s,  and  which  I  really  need 
to  update  and  get  back  on  the  shelves!)  that 
collectors  have  done  much  better  than 
investors  when  it  comes  to  reaping  coin 
investment  profits. 

Second,  holders  such  as  the  Wayte 
Raymond  “National”  albums.  Library  of 
Coins  albums,  and  even  Capital  plastic 
holders  have  been  relegated  to  the  sidehnes 
in  favor  of  buying  coins  in  plastic  slabs. 
Years  ago  a  coin  buyer  could  enjoy  coins 
by  touching  them  (carefully  by  the  edge, 
of  course),  studyir^  their  surfaces  carefully, 
and  feehng  their  weight.  Today  coins  in 
slabs  are  isolated,  and  this  “personal 
relationship”  is  no  longer  what  it  was. 
“Buying  a  coin  in  a  slab  is  hke  trying  to 
make  love  with  your  partner  being  behind 
a  glass  window,”  a  weU-knovra,  old-time 
dealer  recently  stated  at  a  convention. 
“The  feeling  of  intimacy,  of  personal 
contact  with  a  coin  is  gone.”  And  it  is 


difficult  to  disagree  with  this  analogy.  However, 
the  third-party  opinion  and,  sometimes, 
guarantee  of  authenticity  that  such  “slabs”  offer 
is  very  valuable  in  the  marketplace,  indeed 
desirable,  and  these  are  here  to  stay.  However, 
not  all  grading  services  are  the  same,  and  it  will 
pay  for  you  to  do  some  checking. 

What  Next? 

So,  where  to  from  here?  Telemarketers  and 
investment-oriented  firms  will  not  go  away,  and 
the  cozy  coin  shops  of  yesteryear  will  probably 
never  return.  Similarly,  slabs  are  probably  going 
to  be  with  us  for  many  years.  Incidentally,  slabs 
do  serve  the  further  important  purpose:  to 
protect  coins  from  cleaning,  rubbing,  careless 
handhng,  and  other  damage.  At  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  we  offer  the  inexpensive 
“Eagle”  notebook  albums  that  make  it  possible 
to  display  slabs  conveniently,  in  order,  and  to 
see  and  appreciate  both  sides  of  a  coin — far 
better,  in  my  opinion,  than  having  a  bunch  of 
plastic  ratthng  around  in  a  plastic  box. 

I  suggest  that  coin  collecting  is  as  enjoyable 
as  ever,  and  that  with  a  httle  bit  of  looking, 
study,  and  investigation  you  can  have  as  good  a 
time  today  as  you  could  have  had  years  ago. 
More  interesting  books  are  available  than  ever 
before,  so  it’s  easy  and  inexpensive  to  become 
involved  by  reading. 


there  is  the  psychological  fear  that  if  a  coin 
marked  MS-65  in  a  slab  is  broken  out,  perhaps 
it  wiU  not  be  reslabbed  as  MS-65  if  resubmitted 
at  a  later  date.  I  recall  the  story  of  a  1921 
Missouri  half  dollar  which  was  a  nice  example 
of  its  type  but  which  was  sent  to  a  well-known 
grading  service  12  times,  returned  as  MS-63 
or  MS-64  each  time,  and  then  on  the  13th  try 
was  slabbed  as  an  MS-65.  The  dealer  who 
informed  me  of  this  was  delighted,  for  the 
profit  he  made  selling  the  MS-65  to  an 
investor  more  than  offset  the  several  hundred 
dollars  in  charges  he  had  rung  up.  The  only 
problem  is  that  if  the  owner  of  this  “MS-65” 
Missouri  half  dollar  breaks  it  out  of  the  slab, 
will  he  ever  get  it  called  MS-65  again? 

What  to  Collect? 

In  order  to  formulate  what  to  collect,  I 
recommend  turning  again  to  the  Guide  Book, 
which  is  just  as  useful  as  it  ever  was.  A  few 
hours  spent  looking  through  this  reference  will 
spawn  many  ideas.  Once  you  have  hit  upon  a 
series  ofinterests,  go  further  and  see  ifyou  can 
buy  a  speciahzed  book  or  two  on  the  subject. 
Many  excellent  volumes  are  available  on  half 
cents,  large  cents,  dimes,  half  dollars,  silver 
dollars,  gold  coins,  commemoratives,  and 
other  series. 

Building  a  collection  of  United  States  large 


A  Reference  for  the  Rest  of  Us!  ‘ 


Slabbed  coins,  which  usually  indicate  only 
the  technical  or  numerical  grade  of  a  coin,  can 
be  an  excellent  jumping-off  point  for  coin 
acquisition.  In  our  own  business,  if  we  want 
an  MS-65  Morgan  dollar  of  a  given  date,  we 
start  by  reviewing  slabbed  pieces  with  that 
numerical  indication,  often  a  dozen  or  two 
pieces,  until  we  find  one  that  is  just  right.  As  I 
have  said  in  print  many  times  before,  the 
numerical  grade  is  just  one  of  several  factors 
affecting  the  value  and  market  price  of  a  coin. 
The  sharpness  of  strike,  toning  or  briUiance, 
and  overall  aesthetic  appeal  can  be  equally  or 
even  more  important  in  many  instances.  While 
the  original  thought  behind  slabbed  coins  was 
to  create  so-called  “sight-unseen”  markets, 
where  one  could  bhndly  buy  an  MS-63,  MS- 
65,  or  some  other  grade  coin  without  seeing 
it,  in  practice  this  simply  has  not  happened. 
The  Certified  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter,  which 
reports  bid  prices  for  coins  on  a  sight-unseen 
basis,  has  stated  in  print  that  such  prices 
represent  low-end  coins,  the  worst  pieces  in 
their  grade  categories.  And,  pray  tell,  who 
except  an  uniformed  and  quite  stupid  investor 
would  want  to  buy  the  worst  pieces? 

Seemingly  gone  are  the  days  of  widespread 
popularity  for  holders  and  albums,  although 
with  delight  I  see  that  Dansco  albums  are 
popular  to  many  and  that  new  Hnes  of  H.E. 
Harris  and  Littleton  albums — in  the  old  style — 
are  playing  to  enthusiastic  audiences,  although 
they  do  not  accommodate  slabs.  Considering 
that  it  costs  $15  to  $25  to  put  a  coin  in  a  slab, 
few  collectors  are  wiUing  to  break  coins  out 
of  slabs  and  put  them  into  an  album.  Besides, 


cents  from  1793  to  1857  can  be  a  fascinating 
pursuit.  Consider  buying  the  early  dates,  1793- 
1814,  in  Very  Good  to  Very  Fine  grade,  or 
even  better  ifyou  can  afford  it.  Later  date  cents 
from  1816  to  1857  can  be  acquired  in 
Extremely  Fine  grade  for  very  reasonable 
prices,  and  even  AU  and  MS-60  coins  are 
cheap. 

Many  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  cents  in  such 
grades  as.  MS-63  and  Proof-63  are  less 
expensive  now  than  they  were  at  the  height  of 
the  market  in  1989;  obviously  there  are 
bargains  here!  To  my  mind  an  Indian  cent  with 
glossy  brown  surfaces,  well  struck,  is  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  of  all  American  coins. 

Nickel  three-cent  pieces  from  1865  to  1889 
are  all  available  —  there  are  no  “impossible” 
rarities  —  and  a  set  in  Proof-63,  Proof-64,  or 
Proof-65  costs  less  now  than  it  did  a  decade 
or  so  ago.  Similarly,  I  hke  Liberty  nickels  in 
Uncirculated  and  Proof  grades,  regular  issues 
from  1883  through  1912.  These  are  very 
beautiful  and  are  fairly  inexpensive.  Buffalo 
nickels  from  1913  onward  are  very  popular  and 
present  quite  a  challenge,  especially  since  many 
of  the  branch  mint  issues  are  difficult  to  find 
sharply  struck.  StiU,  all  are  available,  and  over 
a  period  of  a  year  or  two  you  should  be  able  to 
put  together  a  nice  exhibit. 

Liberty  Seated  coins  offer  many  interesting 
possibilities  as  well  as  an  organization  to 
provide  interest  and  encouragement,  the 
Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club,  pubhshers  of 
The  Gobrecht Journal.  Putting  together  a  set  of 
Fine,  Very  Fine,  or  Extremely  Fine  Liberty 
Seated  dimes,  quarters,  silver  dollars,  or  some 


other  area  is,  to  put  it  simply,  a  lot  of  fim. 

What  should  I  say  about  Morgan  silver 
dollars  except  to  note  that  they  are 
probably  the  single  most  popular  series 
in  American  numismatics,  and  while  a 
handful  of  rarities  may  bring  high  prices, 
it  is  a  simple  matter  to  get  an  excellent 
start  by  buying  a  couple  dozen  different 
varieties  in  high  grades  for  low  prices. 
The  1881-S  Morgan  dollar  in  MS-65 
grade  is  the  most  common  issue  in  the 
1878  to  1921  series,  but  who  can  argue 
that  one  of  these,  usually  seen  sharply 
struck  and  with  nice  surfaces,  is  a 
beautiful  item  to  own?  Coins  do  not  have 
to  be  rare  or  expensive  in  order  to  be 
desirable.  Peace  silver  dollars  are  hkewise 
available,  and  a  carefully  selected  MS-63 
set  of  24  different  varieties  is  interesting 
to  own  and  beautiful  to  behold.  Of 
course,  MS-64  and  MS-65  coins  are  even 
better,  but  an  MS-63  set  is  much  less 
expensive  and  is  nearly  as  nice. 

Think  for  Yourself! 

This  brings  up  another  point:  don’t  be 
a  slave  to  somebody  else’s  idea  of  what 
grades  you  should  buy.  Contrary  to  often 
expressed  advertising  claims,  MS-65  or 
ultra-gem  MS-66  or  67  coins  are  not  the 
only  pieces  worth  owning.  MS-64  coins, 
MS-63  coins,  and  even  G-4  pieces  can 
be  quite  desirable.  Indeed,  I  would  be 
dehghted  to  write  out  a  check  for  tens  of 
thousands  of  dollars  for  a  1793 
Strawberry  Leaf  large  cent  in  G-4 
preservation.  Often  overlooked  is  the  fact 
that  even  the  experts  disagree  as  to  what 
is  MS-64  and  what  is  MS-65.  In  some 
series  you  are  faced  with  a  pricing 
structure  similar  to  the  following:  MS- 

63  $250,  MS-64  $500,  MS-65  $1,500, 
then  a  jump  to  MS-67  $5,000.  For  my 
money,  even  if  I  could  afford  it,  I  would 
seriously  consider  an  MS-63  or  an  MS- 

64  coin  if  it  had  excellent  aesthetic  appeal, 
for  the  design  is  the  same,  the  lustre  is 
apt  to  be  the  same,  and  everything  else  is 
the  same  except  for  a  few  minor  technical 
differences.  It  goes  without  saying  that  I 
would  rather  have  six  MS-63  coins  for 
$250  each  than  just  one  MS-65  coin  for 
$1,500  if  I  did  not  have  an  unlimited 
budget.  Think  about  this,  and  don’t  let 
advertising  claims  steer  you  in  the  wrong 
direction. 

Recently  in  my  “Joys  of  Collecting” 
column  in  Coin  World  I  have  been 
writing  about  key  dates  that  have  basic 
rarity.  That  is,  such  coins  are  rare  in  any 
and  all  condition,  including  well-worn. 
In  my  opinion,  key  dates  never  go  out 
of  style.  There  is  always  a  basic  demand 
for  them.  Also,  the  rarity  of  such  pieces 
does  not  change.  On  the  other  hand, 
for  “population  reports”  of  coins  in 
ultra  grades,  these  numbers  never  get 
smaller  and  often  get  larger.  There  are 
many  coins  for  which  just  a  handful  of 
MS-66  coins  were  certified  in  1990, 
giving  them  the  illusion  of  being  very 
rare,  but  for  which  nowin  the  early  21st 
century,  dozens  have  been  certified. 
Think  about  it. 

Opportunities  Beckon 

Today  there  are  as  many  if  not  more 
collecting  opportunities  than  ever  before. 
Whether  you  aspire  to  put  together  a  type 
set  of  basic  United  States  gold  coin 
designs,  or  a  collection  of 
commemoratives,  or  a  date  run  of  two- 
cent  pieces,  there  is  a  wide  selection  in 
the  marketplace,  indeed  in  our  own 
company’s  stock,  and  prices  in  many 
series  are  very  reasonable.  Coins  are 
interesting,  historic,  and  are  fascinating 
to  own  —  history  you  can  hold  in  your 
hand,  a  tangible  Hnk  with  a  romantic  past. 
Today,  right  now,  is  a  great  time  to  form 
a  meaningful  collection  in  the  series  of 
your  choice! 


The  Coin  Collector 
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We  invite  readers  to  submit  questions  relating  to  American  numismatics.  Those  deemed  \ 
to  be  of  general  interest  will  be  answered  in  this  column  by  our  editor,  Q.  David  Bowers.  I- 


I  M.F.  ASKS:  Shortly,  I  shall  be  the  proud  owner  of  two  copies  of  your  California  i 
j  Gold  Rush  History:  one  with  the  “normal”  binding,  and  one  with  the  red  “ingot-  I 
I  purchaser”  binding  created  by  Dwight  Manley.  | 

!(  Surprisingly,  to  me  at  least,  I  am  considering  buying  a  third  copy  that  I  can  lend  to  | 

friends!  i 

However,  that  is  not  the  reason  that  I  presume  to  take  up  a  small  bit  of  your  time  | 

I  with  this  message.  I  just  purchased  a  certified  1853  MS-64RD  large  copper  cent,  and,  | 

I  from  what  I  have  read  about  this  date,  it  is/was  part  of  a  hoard  somewhere.  j 

I  I  know  that  you  have  done  some  research  on  hoards  in  general,  so  I  am  hopeful  that 
)  perhaps  you  can  tell  me  something  about  the  1853  date  and  shed  some  light  on  the  \ 

r  possible  source  for  this  coin.  Knowing  the  metallurgical  activity  of  bare  copper,  I  am  \ 

I  always  amazed  that  any  copper  coin  can  retain  a  red  surface  for  any  length  of  time,  so  I 
i  must  assume  that  this  coin  was  somehow  protected  from  exposure  to  the  elements.  ' 
!•  Judging  by  your  writing  style  based  on  several  of  your  books  with  which  I  am  familiar, 
you  like  to  investigate  a  historical  subject  as  if  you  personally  were  there  and  aware  of 
j  the  entire  experience  surrounding  your  subject,  be  the  subject  matter  coins  or  | 
^  Wurlitzer  theatre  pipe  organs!  So  perhaps  you  can  expound  on  the  likelihood  of  a 
copper  cent  being  adequately  preserved  by  a  coin  collector  in  1853  who  might  have  i 
i  received  this  copper  cent,  and  moreover,  preserved  in  a  fashion  that  might  stop  the 
't  natural  chemical  reaction  that  would  turn  the  copper  brown. 

I  Personally,  I  think  it  unlikely  that  someone  at  that  time  would  have  the  knowledge 
F  or  incentive  to  preserve  the  cent  properly;  more  likely  to  me  would  be  that  it  was  an 
^  accident.  Perhaps  the  cent  was  placed  in  a  desk  in  a  dry  climate  and  forgotten;  perhaps  ' 

I  it  was  placed  in  a  bank  vault  in  a  dry  climate  (no  air-conditioning  in  1853). 

*  in  any  event,  I  am  hoping  that  you  can  take  a  bit  of  your  time  and  answer  both 
[  aspects  of  this  message:  the  hoard  nature  of  1853  AND  reasons  that  ANY  cents  from 
j  that  time  period  or  earlier  have  come  down  to  us  still  possessing  their  natural  copper 
I  color  (excluding  of  course  any  dipped  coins). 

;  just  for  your  information,  I  am  also  a  collector  of  British  copper  large  pennies  of 
the  same  or  earlier  age,  and  they  are  very,  very  rare  with  any  amount  of  original  color, 
i  Thank  you  so  much.  I  have  never  met  you  personally,  but  I  feel  like  I  know  you  through 
!  your  books,  and  through  these  e-mails  that  we  have  exchanged.  I  appreciate  the  fact 
'  that  you  are  willing  to  take  the  time  to  answer  questions  from  the  collector  community, 
either  through  personal  emails  such  as  this,  or  through  your  columns  in  Coin  World. 

CC  ANSWERS:  With  regard  to  the  1853  cent  and  other  hoard  items,  these  are 
addressed  fairly  well  in  my  book,  American  Coins  Treasures  and  Hoards.  If  you  do  not  own 
:  one  personally  and  do  not  want  to  buy  one,  the  ANA  Library  can  loan  you  one  free  of 

j;  charge.  However,  quite  a  few  people  have  enjoyed  owning  a  copy,  and  you  might,  too! 
j  Perhaps  instead  of  buying  a  third  copy  of  my  California  Gold  Rush  book,  you  could  buy  one 
j.'  copy  of  my  American  Coins  Treasures  and  Hoards  book  and  have  enough  money  left  over  to ,  ^ 
“  buy  ice  cream  cones  for  a  year! 

;  With  regard  to  cents  being  preserved  with  their  original  color,  generally  if  a  coin  was  r 
kept  in  a  dry  space,  not  handled,  not  subjected  to  unfortunate  fumes,  it  would  stay  “bright.” 
i  However,  every  coin  from  that  era  shows  at  least  a  hint  of  light  brown  toning,  even  though 
j  it  may  retain  nearly  all  of  its  fiery  original  mint  orange  (red  is  a  misnomer). 

E  To  differentiate  “original”  brightness  from  brightness  gathered  through  dipping  or 
[  recoloring  requires  a  bit  of  expertise,  and  the  only  way  to  do  this  is  through  learning,  as 

i  certification  is  not  of  much  help. 

There  are  a  few  general  rules,  such  as  the  vast  majority  of  1816-1820  cents  showing 
mint  red  have  original  mint  red,  nearly  always  accompanied  by  some  spots  and  flecks.  Hoard 
^  half  cents  and  large  copper  cents  from  the  mid-1850s  are  apt  to  be  brighter  and  to  have 
?  fewer,  if  any  spots. 

If  you  continue  your  involvement  in  buying  Mint  State  copper  cents  you  will  make  a 
number  of  observations.  A  curious  one  is  that  while  full-red  (orange)  pieces  exist  for  dates 
1850-1856,  they  do  not  exist  for  1857. 1  have  never  seen  even  a  single  fiery  gem  full  original 
mint  red  1857  cent!  This  is  amazing,  and  must  have  something  to  do  with  the  trace  metals 
in  the  copper  used  to  strike  cents  in  January  1857.  Or? 


M.H.  ASKS:  I  have  a  question  re:  the  striking  of  U.S.  Proof  coins  from  1858  to 
1900. 1  have  always  assumed  that  the  Proof  specimens  were  struck  first  and  then  the 
Proof  dies  were  used  to  coin  business  strikes.  In  my  mind  this  is  one  of  the  ways 
prooflike  business  strikes  occurred.  Can  you  tell  me  if  my  thinking  is  accurate? 
f  CC  ANSWERS:  Although  there  are  some  exceptions,  in  general  for  the  period  1858 
to  1900,  the  range  that  you  mention,  specifically  polished  dies  were  used  to  make  Proofs, 
while,  in  another  part  of  the  Mint,  other  sets  of  dies  were  used  for  production  strikes.  For 
a  long  time.  Proofs  were  struck  slowly  on  a  hydraulic  press  in  the  Medal  Department  of  the 
Mint,  while  in  contrast  circulation  strikes  (as  I  like  to  call  them,  instead  of  business  strikes) 
were  made  in  the  general  coinage  area  on  high-speed  steam-powered  (beginning  in  the 
early  1890s,  electrically  powered)  knuckle-type  mechanical  presses. 

However,  on  a  few  occasions  the  dies  were  mixed,  as  with  certain  gold  dollars  toward 
■  the  end  of  that  denomination.  Research  by  David  W.  Akers,  John  Dannreuther,  and  others, 
in  addition  to  some  of  my  own  investigations,  have  demonstrated  that  a  given  die  for 
certain  gold  dollars  was  used  to  make  Proofs  and  also  circulation  strikes— probably  the 
difference  being  that  this  occurred  toward  the  end  of  the  series  when  mintages  were  very 
small. 

However,  in  general  a  die  used  to  strike,  for  example,  an  Indian  cent,  or  Proof  Liberty 
Seated  silver  coin,  or  high-denomination  gold  coin  was  not  used  to  make  circulation  strikes 
as  well. 

In  earlier  times  this  was  not  the  case,  and  there  are  many  instances  in  which  the  same 
die  pairs  were  polished  and  used  to  make  Proofs,  then  continued  in  service  to  make 
circulation  strikes,  some  of  which  had  prooflike  surfaces— thus  presenting  grand  confusion 
to  present  day  numismatists! 

Regarding  prooflike  surfaces  on  coins  made  for  circulation,  this  usually  resulted  from 
deliberate  polishing  of  a  die  during  the  preparation  process.  To  remove  tiny  parallel  striae, 
dies  were  sometimes  polished  to  a  high  finish— creating  prooflike  coins.  j 

In  other  instances,  dies  were  relapped  (the  face  ground  down  slightly)  to  remove  clash  ; 
marks  or  damaged,  and  afterward  polished  to  remove  the  striae,  again  creating  prooflike  ^ 
coins.  i 


Mint  State  1853  Half  Dollar 
1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant 
and  lustrous.  The  only  year  of  the  design  type 
combining  arrows  on  the  obverse  and  rays  on  the 
reverse,  stmck  pursuant  to  the  Act  of  February  21 , 

1853 .  2,275 

1856  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant,  sharply  struck,  and 
quite  lustrous.  Some  normal  contact  marks  in  the 
field  for  the  grade,  but  with  excellent  overall  vi¬ 
sual  appeal .  750 

Choice  Proof  1858  Half  Dollar 
Mintage  Possibly  Just  210  Coins 
1858  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  very  nice  speci¬ 
men,  for  the  grade,  of  the  first  Proof  half  dollar  to 
have  been  distributed  in  quantity  to  numismatists, 
the  quantity  being,  perhaps,  210  coins  (c£  some 
early  correspondence  on  the  matter  quoted  in  the 
book,  American  Numismatics  Before  the  Civil  War,  by 
QDB,  now  out  of  print) . 2,400 

Lovely  Proof  1858  Half  Dollar 
Classic  Proof  Rarity 

1858  Proof-62  (NGC).  Evenly  toned  in  dehcate 
champagne  hues.  A  splendid  example,  for  the 
grade,  of  the  date  that  furnishes  the  traditional 
jumping-ofi"  spot  for  a  collection  of  Liberty  Seated 
halves  (although  earher-dated  Proofs  exist,  there 
are  not  enough  to  collect  them  systematically  with 

any  hope  of  completion) .  1,700 

1861  Proof-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  cameo.  Rare 
Civil  War  year  Proof  issue.  Relatively  few  exist 
today .  1,120 

Choice  Mint  State  1861  Half  Dollar 
1861  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  amazing  example  of  this 
Civil  War  issue  with  brilhant  silvery  white  lustre. 
Very  sharply  struck  and  with  exceptional  eye  ap¬ 
peal.  Just  shy  of  gem  level  due  to  a  few  faint  hair- 

hnes  on  the  reverse .  2,295 

1861  MS-62  (NGC).  FuUy  brilliant  with  satiny  sil¬ 
ver  lustre .  685 

1866  With  Motto.  MS-61  (ANACS).  First  year  of 
issue  for  the  With  Motto  design  type,  and  an  at¬ 
tractive  example.  Mostly  brilhant  with  fight  pe¬ 
ripheral  iridescent  toning .  750 

Rare  1873-CC  Arrows  Half  Dollar 
1873-CC  Arrows.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Highly  desirable 
with  attractive  light  gold  toning  over  pale  gray  sur¬ 
faces.  Considerable  lustre  remains . 2,195 

Desirable  1873-CC  Arrows  Half  Dollar 

1873- CC  Arrows.  EF-40  (NGC).  Natural  and 

pleasing  fight  gray  surfaces.  A  lovely  example  of 
this  key  issue — a  specialist’s  delight .  1,995 

Mint  State  1874  Arrows  Half  Dollar 
1874  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Nicely  struck.  Always  in  demand  for  type 

sets .  1,282 

1874  Arrows.  AU-58  (NGC).  Silvery  surfaces  are 
mostly  brilhant.  Nearly  all  lustre  remains.  Sharply 
struck,  and,  all  told,  a  very  desirable  example  at  the 
AU  level.  Of  everlasting  appeal  for  type  set  pur¬ 
poses .  675 

Pleasing  1874-CC  Half  Dollar 

1874- CC  EF-45.  An  attractive  and  desirable  ex¬ 

ample  with  fight  gray  surfaces  and  traces  of  lustre. 
Very  lightly  cleaned,  but,  as  you  might  expect, 
sent  to  you  with  a  money-back  guarantee  of  sat¬ 
isfaction .  2,795 

Barber  Half  Dollars 

1894-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  fields  are  mosdy 
brilhant.  Well  struck  and  quite  attractive.  Contact 
marks  are  mosdy  on  the  portrait  (where  they  are  nor¬ 
mally  found  due  to  the  relief  of  this  feature) . 535 

Gem  1894-S  Half  Dollar 

1894-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  This  example  is  extremely 
sharply  struck  with  full  hair  details  over  Liberty’s 
head  and  sharp  design  elements  on  the  reverse. 
The  devices  on  both  sides  are  lustrous  with  sfighdy 
prooffike  fields.  A  lovely  example  with  consider¬ 
able  eye  appeal .  1,495 

1898  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant,  and  quite  proojlike. 
In  fact,  if  this  were  a  Morgan  dollar  it  would  be 
called  PL  at  the  least,  possibly  DPL.  A  lovely  and 
thoroughly  worthwhile  example  of  the  date,  mint, 

and  grade .  1 ,200 

1902-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Lovely  fight  golden  toning 
with  splashes  ofblue.  Some  fines  on  the  portrait  ac¬ 
count  for  the  grade  but  the  lustre  in  the  fields  is  more 
characteristic  of  an  MS-63  or  better . 1 ,080 

Cameo  Proof  1909  Half  Dollar 
1909  Proof-64  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers 
with  delicate  champagne  toning  give  way  to 
splashes  of  gold  at  the  borders — -just  the  kind  of 
coin  the  connoisseur  will  gravitate  toward.  A  truly 
lovely  specimen  of  this  scarce  Proofissue,  a  ftnd  for 


its  fortunate  next  owner .  1,995 

1909VF-25 . .  95 


1913-D  MS-61  (NGC).  Mottled  fight  golden  ton¬ 
ing  over  highly  lustrous  surfaces.  A  pleasing  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  later  issue  in  the  Barber  half  dollar 
series.  Among  MS-61  coins  this  is  certainly  a  de¬ 
light — would  that  all  MS-61  examples  were  this 
nice!  A  special  value  in  our  opinion .  600 

Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars 

1916-S  G-4  (PCGS).  Well  worn  and  in  basic 
grade — date  and  min tmark  distinct .  109 


1917  MS-64  (NGC).  Attractive  fight  golden  ton¬ 
ing .  280 

Attractive  1917-S  Half  Dollar 
Obverse  Mintmark 

1917-S  Obverse  Mintmark.  AU-53  (PCGS).  An  at¬ 
tractive  example  with  the  matte  surEces  characteristic  of 
the  early  issues  of  1917  and  also  all  of  1916,  quite  diT 
ferent  firom  the  deep  firost  oflater  varieties.  The  present 
coin  is  mostly  light  silver,  very  attractive,  and  is  en¬ 
hanced  by  a  wisp  of  golden  toning  around  the  borders. 
Always  and  forever  the  1917-S  obverse  has  been  one 
of  the  most  desired  key  issues  in  the  series.  While  a  gem 
Mint  State  would,  of  course,  be  nicer  than  this,  the 
present  coin  ofers  an  attractive  combination  of  Biriy 
high  grade,  excellent  visual  appeal,  and,  in  our  opinion, 
a  very  reasonable  price . 1,750 

1917- S  Reverse  Mintmark.  MS-62  (PCGS). 

Fully  lustrous  with  very  faint  champagne  toning. 
Typical  satiny  surfaces .  775 

1918  MS-62  (NGC).  Exceptional  quality  with  fully 

brilliant  silver  lustre .  560 

1918  MS-62  (ANACS).  A  lovely  example  with 
fight  peripheral  toning .  560 

Choice  Mint  State  1918-S  Half  Dollar 

1918- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 

brilliant  silver  surfaces  and  considerable  aesthetic 
appeal.  Slightly  weak  at  central  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse,  as  usual  for  the  early  issues  of  this  design 
type  (perhaps  we  should  not  mention  lightness  of 
strike,  as  it  is  normal,  and  certification  services  do 
not  take  note  at  all  ofit) .  2,150 

Mint  State  1919-S  Half  Dollar 

1919- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  silver 

lustre.  This  example  has  a  satiny  appearance  and 
is  more  sharply  struck  than  usual.  A  scarce  issue 
in  Mint  State  preservation .  3,750 

1920  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example  of  this 
scarce  date  with  pleasing  heather  toning  over  sat¬ 
iny  surfaces.  Traces  of  peripheral  iridescence  are 
noted,  especially  on  the  obverse .  1 ,250 

1929-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  briUiant  with  firosty 
white  lustre.  An  attractive  example  of  this  early 
issue .  950 

1929-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiantwith  satiny  white 
lustre  and  faintly  reflective  fields .  1,275 

Memorable  Gem  1933-S  Half  Dollar 

1933- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilhant  and  lustrous.  What 

a  great  way  to  start  a  specialized  collection  of  Liberty 
Walking  half  dollars  from  the  1 930s  to  the  end  of  die 
series  in  1947!  This  is  the  first  issue  since  1929,  and 
in  1933  the  San  Francisco  Mint  was  the  only  facil¬ 
ity  to  strike  these  coins.  Over  a  long  span  of  years  we 
have  found  the  1 933-S  to  be  quite  rare  in  gem  grade, 
and  we  suspect  if  we  were  to  pemse  1 50  back  issues 
of  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  and  its  many  predecessor 
catalogues  going  back  to  1955,  we  would  find  that 
ofierings  were  few  and  frr  between.  We  have  never 
owned  a  bank-wrapped  roll  of  1933-S  halves,  al¬ 
though  we’ve  had  all  of  the  others  of  this  era,  some¬ 
times  in  remarkably  large  quantities  that  seem 
amazing  to  contemplate  now!  . 2,760 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bnlliant .  395 

1934- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Sharply  struck 

(unusually  so)  and  very  lustrous.  A  delightful  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  issue  from  the  1930s . 780 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS).  Well  struck,  white  and  su¬ 
perb .  365 

1935  MS-65  (NGC).  Brdfiant  white .  280 

Gem  1935-D  Half  Dollar 

1935- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  toning 
over  well  struck  and  very  lustrous  surfaces.  A  very 
special  example  at  the  MS-65  level,  one  that  has 
been  cherrypicked  for  quality.  The  connoisseur 


will  want  to  consider  this  carefully .  1,725 

1935-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous .  340 


Impressive  Proof  1936  Half  Dollar 

1936  Proof-64  (PCGS).  This  is  the  first  Proofis¬ 

sue  in  the  half  dollar  series  since  1915,  and  is  also 
the  lowest  mintage  issue  from  1936  to  the  present 
year.  Consider  this  lovely  piece  as  a  start  (or  con¬ 
clusion)  to  a  date  set  of  Proof  Liberty  Walking 
halves  (which  should  have  one  each  of  1936  to 
1942,  perhaps  with  two  of  1941 — the  without 
AW  monogram  variety,  which  is  by  far  the  most 
plentiful,  and  the  with  AW) .  3,700 

1936-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  briUiant  with  satiny 
lustre .  379 

1936- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning. 585 

1937  MS-65  (PCGS).  BnUiant .  189 

1937- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant  with  satiny  white 

lustre .  265 

1937- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  230 

Superb  Proof  1938  Half  Dollar 

1938  Proof-67  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  Not  many  sur¬ 
vive  in  this  quality  today!  .  3,500 

1938  Proof-64  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  example 
with  deeply  mirrored  fields  and  very  fight  cameo 
contrast .  750 

1938  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem  quality 
example  of  this  popular  date.  Just  14  examples 
have  been  assigned  a  higher  grade  by  PCGS.  460 

1938- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  important  key  date! 

Although  it  is  not  the  rarest  date  of  the  1930s  in 
Mint  State  (it  is  handily  eclipsed  by,  for  example, 
1933-S),  in  temis  of  all  grades  combined  it  is  the 
most  elusive  issue  after  the  mid-1920s.  The 
present  specimen  is  particular  choice,  a  delightful 
piece  with  fliUy  briUiant  lustre . 975 
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The  Coin  Collec:tor 


January  20,  2003 


Now,  enough  to  read! 

Last  week  I  had  complained  to  my  wife  that  I  was  running  lean  on  reading  material  on 
my  favorite  topic:  steamships. 

Then,  last  Saturday  your  book  came.  I  don’t  believe  I  will  be  complaining  about  having 
nothing  new  to  read  for  a  long,  long  time! 

Mr.  Bowers,  your  creation  is  awe  inspiring  and  well  worth  the  wait.  To  have  your 
signature  and  the  other  individuals  key  to  this  unfolding  event  mounted  inside  the  cover 
is  special  and  very  much  appreciated. 

Thank  you  for  sharing  your  talents  for  our  benefit. 

Best  regards, 

Peter  Starck 

P.S.  As  I  looked  at  the  bookplate  I  thought  of  everything  the  Columbus-America 
Discovery  Group  did  throughout  the  recovery  of  the  S.S.  Central  America  treasure,  and 
what  Tommy  Thompson  included  in  his  book  and  the  painstaking  steps  he  and  Bob 
Evans  had  done  during  the  recovery  to  document  and  further  study,  along  with  a  host  of 
professionals. 

And  then  of  course,  there  is  your  new  book.  How  wonderful  this  is  for  everyone. 


1938-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 
lovely  coin  to  contemplate — and  even  nicer  to 
own.  Now  that  we’ve  owned  it,  it  is  your  turn! 
This  low-mintage  key  date  has  been  popular  for 
decades .  975 

1938- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilhant  and  very  desir¬ 

able — a  coin  that  offers  notable  value  at  the  MS- 
64  level .  649 

1939- D  MS-65  (NGC).  This  is  a  wonderful  ex¬ 

ample  with  lustrous  hght  gray  surfaces  surrounded 
by  gold  and  iridescent  toning .  145 

1939-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilhant . 295 

1940  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilhant  with  frosty  white 
surfaces .  210 

1940  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  139 

1940  MS-65  (PCGS).  FuUy  brilhant  -with  faint 

champagne  toning .  115 

1941  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilhant .  195 

1941  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilhant . 39 

1941-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilhant  gem  with  sharp 

design  elements .  159 


Gem  Mint  State  1941-S  Half  Dollar 
1941-S  MS-66  (NGC).  A  fully  brilhant  gem  with 
satiny  white  lustre  and  sharp  design  elements. 
Although  not  a  100%  full  strike,  Liberty’s  thumb 
is  partially  spht  and  her  head  has  some  visible  de¬ 
tail,  making  this  in  the  top  5%  of  extant  pieces, 
quahty-wise.  This  is  much  sharper  than  most  ex¬ 
amples  we  have  handled.  An  important  opportu¬ 
nity  for  the  speciahst  and  connoisseur .  2,950 

1941-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous.  Somewhat  above  average  in  strikir^  sharp¬ 
ness,  but  stiU  with  usual  hghtness  at  the  centers 
(perhaps  not  worth  mentioning  as  the  certification 
services  do  not  bother  to  take  note  of  such  things, 
so  why  should  we?  Actually,  because  we  think  it 

is  important) .  1,175 

1941-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  dehghtful  gem  example 
with  wisps  of  champagne  toning.  Much  sharper 
than  usuaUy  seen .  1,175 

1941- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilhant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous.  Some  hghtness  at  the  centers,  but  a  bit 
above  average.  A  highly  worthwhile  coin.  ..  240 

1942  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilhant  silver  with  deeply 

mirrored  surfaces .  875 

1942  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilhant .  110 

1942  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  55 

1942  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous . 45 

1942- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilhant  gem  example 

with  frosty  white  lustre .  650 

1943  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilhant  and  sharply  struck 

with  exceptional  frosty  white  lustre . 239 

1943  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  brilhant 
white  surfaces  and  sharp  design  elements.  ..  129 

1943  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilhant . 45 

1943  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilhant . ^ . 44 

Enjoy  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars?  Collecting  them  is  a 
pleasure  when  you  buy  from  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries.  We 
look  “beyond  the  grading  number"  and  acquire  coins  that  are 
visually  appealing  and  among  the  finest  in  their  grade  catego¬ 
ries.  Itis  no  wonder  that  foryean, indeed  derniles,  wehavehelped 
to  form  some  of  the  finest  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  collec¬ 
tions  ever  assembled. 


1943-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilhant  and  attractive.  375 

1943-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant  with  frosty  white 

lustre .  279 

1943-S  MS-65  (PCGS) . 419 

1943-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilhant . 79 

1943-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilhant  . 60 

1944  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  lustre  with  folly  bril¬ 
hant  surfaces .  159 

DISPLAY  AND  ENJOY  YOUR  COINS!  Our  “Eagle” 
notebook  albums  with  clear  plastic  album  pages  for  the  storage 
and  enjoyable  display  of  your  certified  coins  fill  the  bill — and  at 
low  cost.  Instead  of  having  your  “slabs”  rattle  around  in  a  box, 
display  and  appreciate  them!  And,  our  “Eagle”  albums  are  all 
offered  a  discount!  Mix  and  match  them  with  books  you  order, 
and  you  can  earn  up  to  20%  off,  i  f  the  list  price  ofyourbookand 
album  holder  crosses  the  $100.01  mark. 


1944  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 55 

1944-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  FuUy  brilhant  with  a  trace 
of  hght  toning .  265 

Now  it  seems  to  us  that  we  have  the  nicest  quality  inven¬ 
tory  of  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  anywhere  in  the  country. 
Ifyou  like  "high-end”  pieces,  you’ve  come  to  the  right  place. 
And,  once  you  see  the  quality  we  deliver,  our  prices  will  seem 
like  bargains! 

1944-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilhant  and  lustrous.  265 

1944-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with 


folly  brilhant  silver  lustre  and  very  sharp  design 

elements .  679 

1 945  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  a  wonderful  example 

with  folly  brilhant  lustre .  295 

1945  MS-65  (PCGS).  FuUy  brilhant  with  extremely 

sharp  design  elements .  129 

1945  MS-65  (NGC) .  139 

1945  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilhant  and  lustrous.  ...  55 

1945-D  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilhant .  1,050 

1945-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 

frosty  white  surfaces .  285 

1945- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  185 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1946  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  an  absolutely  lovely 

example  with  satiny  white  lustre  and  subhminal 
toning .  765 

1946  MS-66  (NGC) .  Brilhant  and  lustrous,  fiiirly  weU 
struck,  and  with  a  wisp  of  golden  toning .  765 

1946  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilhant  gem  example.  219 

1946- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  239 

1946-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  tomng . 229 

1946-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  105 

1946-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  455 

1946-S  MS-66  (NGC).  A  brilhant  example  with 

attractive  peripheral  gold  toning .  455 

1946-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant,  a  small 
amount  of  very  light  toning  near  the  mint 

mark .  139 

1946-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant  and  attractive.  139 
1946-S  MS-65  (NGC).  BrOliant .  139 

1946- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilhant  ivory  lustre. .  65 

1947  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilhant . 229 

1947  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem  with 

brilhant  white  lustre .  229 

1947- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilhant,  lustrous,  and 

quite  weU  struck .  685 

1947-D  MS-65.  Brilhant .  119 


Franklin  Half  Dollars 


1948  MS-65  FBL.  Frosty .  195 

1948  MS-64  FBL . 59 

1949  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS) . 329 


1950  Proof-63  Cameo.  (PCGS).  This  is  an  excep¬ 
tional  Proof  example  with  deeply  mirrored  fields 
and  lustrous  devices.  FuU  cameo  contrast  with 
brilhant  Proof  sur&ces.  An  important  opportunity 

for  the  enthusiast .  950 

DISCOI'ER  BOWERS  AND  MERENA:  Ifyou  like 
QUALITY  coins,  as  we  do,  and  you  want  excellent  VALUE 
for  your  money,  discover  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  by 
placing  a  trial  order  today.  Do  this,  and  you’ll  be  a  client  for 
many  years.  In  fact,  some  ofour  clients  have  been  with  us  since 
we  started  our  business  in  1953!  (The  number  gets  smaller 
each  year,  due  to  the  human  predicament  of  not  being  able  to 
live  forever!) 

1950  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS),  Brilhant  and  sharply 

defined . 99 

1950-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilhant  and  deeply 
lustrous  with  dehcate  golden  toning . 850 

1950-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Frosty .  119 

1951  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  example.  .  419 

1951  MS-64  FBL . 89 

1953- S  MS-65  . 69 

1954  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  attractive  and 

superb  gem  example  with  considerable  cameo 
contrast .  495 

1954- S  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilhant  and  sharply 

struck .  415 

1954-S  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 75 

1954-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  is  enhanced 
by  dehcate  toning .  19 

1958-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  and 

foUy  brilhant . 45 

QUALITY:  The  Bowers  and  Merena  difference!  Fornearly 
50  yean,  since  our  founding  in  1953,  we  have  been  supplying 
choice,  rare,  and  interesting  coins,  tokens,  medals,  and  paper 
money  to  discriminating  collectors,  dealers,  and  museums.  If 
quality  is  important  to  you,  you’ve  come  to  the  right  place.  Let 
us  help  you  build  a  fine  collection  combining  excellent  quality 
and  value  for  the  price  paid. 

1960-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  An  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  with  brilhant  silver  lustre . 79 

Set  Registry'^''’  Quality 

1962  Proof-68  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brihiant 

and  beautiful .  625 

PCGS  Population:  1 12;  7  finer  (all  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo). 

1963  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC).  Brilhant  white.  75 

1963  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  39 


1963-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilhant  and  highly 

lustrous . 29 

1963-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilhant  and  lustrous.  19 

Kennedy  Half  Dollars 

1964  Proof-68  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilhant.  450 


Draped  Bust  Dollars 


Attractive  1798  Silver  Dollar 
Heraldic  Eagle  Reverse 
Set  Registry’'*^  Quality 
1798  Heraldic  Eagle.  10  Arrows.  Bowers 
Borckardt-121.  Rarity-3.  VF-25  (PCGS).  A 
dehghtfol  example  with  medium  gray  fields  and 


fighter  devices .  2,195 

1798  Heraldic  Ea^e.BB-123,B-25.EF-45  (NGC). 
Brilliant  with  some  lustre  temainir^.  . 2,250 


Lustrous  1799/8  Silver  Dollar 
1799/8  BB-141,  B-3.  Rarity-2.  AU-50  (NGC). 
Deep  lilac  and  gray  toning  over  lustrous  surfaces. 
An  important  example  for  the  connoisseur.  Light 
adjustment  marks  are  visible  at  center  of  the  re¬ 
verse .  5,275 

Popular  1799/8  Silver  Dollar 
1799/8  BB-141,  B-3.  Rarity-2.  EF-45.  Light 
gray  surfaces  with  golden  brown  toning.  .  2,950 

Mint  State  1800  Silver  Dollar 
1800  BB-187.  MS-61  (PCGS).  This  is  an  ex¬ 
tremely  important  opportunity  for  the  advanced 
early  dollar  speciahst.  The  obverse  is  very  sharply 
struck  with  foil  borders  and  strong  central  details. 
The  reverse  has  very  shght  central  weakness,  pri¬ 
marily  evident  at  the  eagle’s  head  and  breast,  as 
well  as  along  the  top  edges  of  the  wings.  Obverse 
lustre  is  somewhat  subdued  by  golden  brown  ton¬ 
ing.  The  reverse  is  brihiant  with  fighter  ivory  ton¬ 
ing.  Several  obverse  and  reverse  die  cracks  lend 
interest.  Actuahy,  for  just  about  any  early  dollar 
there  is  little  that  is  standard — nearly  ah  have  in¬ 
teresting  characteristics  inviting  discovery 
through  the  looking  glass . 19,950 

Liberty  Seated  Dollars 


Choice  Proof  1836  Gobrecht  Dollar 
Original  Issue  Struck  in  1836 
Regular  Issue,  Not  a  Pattern! 
and,  it  is  of 

Set  Registry™  Quality! 

1836  Gobrecht  silver  dollar.  Name  on  base. 
Original.  Die  Alignment  I.  Proof-63  (PCGS). 
Variety  with  C.  GOBRECHT  F.  on  the  base.  This 
is  labeled  “Original”  on  the  PCGS  holder.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  there  is  no  weight  fisted  on  the  label,  thus 
we  must  rely  on  the  PCGS  attribution,  although 
chances  are  excehent  that  it  is  correct.  The  present 
piece  is  a  very  attractive  example  of  this  exception- 
ahy  historic  and  s^nificant  issue.  Obverse  and  re¬ 
verse  are  nicely  toned  in  a  mixture  of  hlac  and  gray 
with  some  splashes  ofblue  and  gold.  The  striking  is 
excellent.  The  sur&ces  are  quite  good,  although  we 
see  a  few  small  marks  in  the  field  to  the  right  of  the 
date.  Among  examples  at  the  Proof-63  grade  this 
indeed  is  a  choice  one,  and  if  this  variety  is  on  your 
“Want  List”  your  search  may  well  end  here.  For 
years  this  coin  was  attributed  as  a  pattern  by  most 
numismatists.  However,  it  indeed  has  status  as  a  regu¬ 
lar  issue,  as  the  majority  of  pieces  were  turned  in  for 
fece  value,  to  use  as  circulating  currency,  immedi¬ 
ately  after  the  time  they  were  made.  Accordingly,  a 
re-evaluation  has  been  made,  and  this  piece  is  now 
considered  to  be  a  necessary  part  of  a  United  States 
set  of  regular  design  types.  There  were  1,0(X)  such 
pieces  made,  and  today  several  hundred  of  these 
survive,  most  being  in  preservation  significantly  less 

than  the  piece  we  offer  here . 18,0(X) 

PCGS  Population;  22;  3  finer  (all  Proof-64). 

1843  AU-53  (PCGS).  Bright  silver  surfaces  with 
much  original  lustre  still  remaining.  Most  dollars 
of  this  date  are  VF  or  EF.  AU  coins  retaining  lus¬ 
tre  are  elusive .  850 

1843  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  silver  surfeces  with  hints 
of  gold.  An  attractive  high  level  circulated  piece, 
much  nicer  than  typically  encountered  with  the 

AU-50  description.  Isn’t  grading  fon! .  695 

1847  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lustrous  hght  silver  surfeces. 
This  coin  reminds  us  of  a  time  long  ago,  in  1 962, 
when  we  had  the  good  fortune  of  obtaining  a 
bunch  of  unsorted  $1,000  bags  of  Liberty  Seated 
silver  dollars!  Among  the  no-motto  type,  1847 
was  the  most  plentiful  date;  among  the  with- 
motto  coins  1871  was  most  often  found.  ...  625 
1849  AU-53  (PCGS).  Ivory  surfaces  with  some 

lustre  remaining .  725 

1860-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Silvery  prooflike  sur&ces. 


very  attractive,  with  dehcate  golden  toning  espe¬ 
cially  around  the  borders.  A  very  handsome  ex¬ 
ample  of  1860-0,  a  rather  “smooth”  piece 
lacking  the  severe  bagmarks  that  often  character¬ 
ize  this  date  and  mint.  One  of  the  nicest  we  have 
ever  seen  at  this  grade  level .  875 

1871  AU-55  (NGC).  Very  hght  silvery  gray  with 

nearly  complete  lustre .  625 

1872  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  silvery  surfaces  with 

hints  of  gold .  625 

Morgan  Dollars 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant  and 
lustrous.  First  major  variety  of  the  Morgan  doUar, 
struck  in  March  1878,  after  which  time  some  nit¬ 
picking  quasi-omithologists  (or  whatever)  found 
fault  with  an  eagle  having  an  even,  rather  than  an 
odd  number  of  tail  feathers.  Ifyou  have  a  copy  of 
our  two-volume  study,  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade 
Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclope¬ 
dia,  you  can  read  about  how  one  of  America’s  best 
known  numismatists,  fiving  in  the  Midwest,  did 
a  check  on  the  subject — via  zoo  research  with  rap¬ 
tors!  .  1,235 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilhant  and 
somewhat  prooflike  on  the  obverse.  Important  as 
the  first  variety  in  the  series.  Wow!  Consider  the 
price  structure  on  this  issue — an  MS-64  sells  for 
a fraction  of  the  price  ofa  MS-65!  Value  here,  don’t 

you  think!  .  295 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Lots  of  value  to  our  way  of  thinking!  ...  170 
1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilhant, 
somewhat  prooflike,  and  with  dehcate  golden 

toning .  170 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-62  PL  (ANACS).  Light 

cameo  contrast .  165 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
hant  white  with  frosty  devices.  For  many  years 
this  variety  was  called  “7  over  8  tailfeathers.” 
However,  not  a  single  coin  in  existence  shows  all 
eight  under-feathers,  so  present  nomenclature  is 

more  appropriate .  230 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A 
frosty  example  with  brilhant  white  lustre.  ..  215 
1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-63  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
hant .  195 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-62.  Fully  brUhant. 

128 . 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of 1 878  (parallel  top  feather 

in  the  arrow).  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 195 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879  (slanting  top 
feather  in  the  arrow).  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  is  an 
exceptional  example  with  folly  brilhant  surfeces. 
The  fields  are  satiny  with  frosty  devices  resulting 
in  hght  cameo  contrast .  359 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-63 

(PCGS).  Brilhant .  135 

1878-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  bril¬ 
hant  silver  surfaces  and  exceptional  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal .  875 

1878-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  lovely  gem  has  bril¬ 
hant  and  frosty  white  lustre .  239 

1878- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 

brilhant  lustre .  239 

1879  MS-64  (NGC) .  135 

1879- CC  Normal  Mintmark.  AU-50 

(ANACS).  Light  gray  and  silver  surfaces.  Lustre 
still  remains  in  protected  areas  and  is  more  plen¬ 
tiful  on  the  reverse  than  on  the  obverse.  Interest¬ 
ingly,  at  the  AU  level  the  1 879-CC  is  significantly 
rarer  than  in  foil  Mint  State! .  1,150 

1879-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brihiant  and  lustrous.  485 


e-Mall  for 
Posterity? 

Dave, 

Your  recent  article  about  saving/ 
collecting  written  items  such  as 
manuscripts  and  letters  was  all  too 
true. 

When  authors  wrote  by  hand,  we 
often  had  copies  of  drafts  which 
showed  changes  and  revealed  much  of 
the  labor  of  the  writer.  I  think,  for 
example,  of  a  mss.  page  from  “The 
Adventures  of  Huckleberry  Finn'  which 
shows  how  Twain  changed  words  to 
create  Huck’s  dialect  and, 
simultaneously,  Twain’s  own  style.  We 
can  also  see  Robert  Frost  crossing  out 
lines  and  changing  others  around  as  he 
composes. 

But  as  composing  on  the  computer 
develops,  such  emendations  are  lost. 
The  same  with  e-mail  replacing  letters. 
No  wonder  the  Post  Office  loses 
money  and  raises  rates:  the  prolific 
letter  writers  of  the  past  are  gone. 
Scant  chance  that  we  will  ever  find  a 
volume  titled:  “The  Collected  e-Mails 
of  Q.  David  Bowers.” 

Ed  Sundt 
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1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-67  (NGC).  BrilHant 
and  lustrous.  An  exceptionally  high  grade  specimen 

of  this  very  popular  date  and  mintmark! .  675 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-66  (NGC).  Shghtly 

prooflike  with  exceptional  silver  lustre . 215 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  Bril- 

hant .  175 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  175 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pleasing 
brilliant  example  of  this  second  year  of  issue.  98 

1879-S  Reverse  of 1879.  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  Bril- 
hant . 75 

1879- S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilhant 

and  attractive . 49 

Brilliant  Gem  1880/79-CC  Dollar 
Reverse  of  1878 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
1880p9-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-66  (PCGS). 
Satiny  lustre.  Dehcate  toning.  A  very  high  grade 
example  of  this  curious  variety,  made  from  an  un¬ 
used  1879  obverse,  altered  to  read  1880.  ...  7,800 
PCGS  Population;  27;  1  finer  (MS-66  PL). 

Gem  1880/79-CC  Morgan  Dollar 
Reverse  of  1878 

1880/79-CC  Reverse  of 1878.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A 
fully  brilhant  gem  quahty  example  with  frosty  de¬ 
vices  and  satiny  fields.  Light  cameo  contrast  adds 
to  the  overall  eye  appeal  of  this  specimen. ..  2,250 

Gem  1880-CC  Morgan  Dollar 

1880- CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  fiiUy  brilhant  gem 

with  frosty  white  lustre.  This  example  is  sharply 
struck.  Highly  attractive  and  sure  to  please  the 
coimoisseur .  2,500 

1880-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  highly  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  with  satiny  white  lustre .  219 

1880-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilhant  and  lustrous. .  170 

1880-S  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Very  shght  peripheral 

gold  toning .  195 

1880-S  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Frosty  devices.  ..  175 

1880-S  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  Frosty  devices.  ...  175 

1880-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 98 

1880-S  MS-64  DPL  (NGC).  Brilhant  and  frosty.  145 
1880-S  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  Brilhant.  Tell  you  what! 
If  you  find  our  vast  selection  of  so  many  grades  and 
variations  to  be  a  bit  daunting,  just  telephone  A1 
Pinkah  or  Mehssa  Karstedt  and  have  them  “hold 
up  to  the  phone”  a  few  pieces — that  is,  describe 
some  to  you  and  make  some  recommendations. 

Besides,  you’U  enjoy  the  conversation! . 70 

1880-S  MS-64  PL  (NGC).  Bnlhant . 70 

1880-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilhant  and  lustrous.  49 

1880- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 49 

1881  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  briUiant  sil¬ 
very  white  lustre.  The  surfaces  are  very  shghtly  re¬ 
flective  and  nearly  quahfy  as  proofhke.  Years  ago,  this 
quahty  was  described  as  “semi-proofhke.”  ....  780 

1881  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fuhy  brilhant  with  lovely  sil¬ 
ver  lustre .  129 

1881  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 55 

1881- CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilhant  with  flecks  of 

hght  golden  toning .  1,150 

Gem  1881-0  Morgan  DoUar 

1881-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  fuhy  brilhant  gem  with 
satiny  white  lustte.  A  lovely  example  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur .  1,750 

Incredible  1881-S  Morgan  Dollar 

1881-S  MS-68  (PCGS).  This  is  the  most  common 
of  all  early  Mint  State  Morgan  dohars,  but  only  a 

few  are  in  this  “ultra”  grade .  3,375 

1881-S  MS-67  (PCGS) .  Bright  golden  toning  from 

3:00  to  6:00  on  the  obverse .  675 

1881-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  a 
whisper  of  champagne  toning  and  a  trace  of  lilac 

along  the  reverse  border . 219 

1881-S  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilhant  and 

frosty .  525 

1881-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  Did  you  know 
that  a  few  similar  pieces  sold  for  over  %  1 ,000  each 
in  the  height  of  the  “investment”  market  in  1989? 
We  have  always  shunned,  or  have  tried  to,  any 
market  that  doesn’t  make  sense  (as  a  teenager  your 
editor  read  and  absorbed  MacKay’s  Extraordinary 
Popular  Delusions  and  the  Madness  of  Crowds  and  also 
Baruch,  an  autobiography — perhaps  laying  the 
foundation  for  the  contrarian  way  of  thinking 
we’ve  had  ever  since).  We  have  never  “day 
traded,”  never  bought  a  “dot.com”  stock,  etc. 
We’ve  always  sought  value  for  the  price  paid.  And  so 
it  goes  with  coins.  We  keep  an  eye  out  for  value 
and  watch  the  markets.  Pdght  now  the  market  for 
Morgan  dollars  is  such  that  many  reaUy  great  coins 
can  be  bought  for  reasonable  prices — because  fad- 

chasers  are  offbuying  other  things! . 98 

1881-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilhant . 49 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 49 

1881- S  MS-63  (PCGS) .  BriUiant  and  appealing  lus¬ 
tre . 28 

1882  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant  with  frosty  lustre 

and  attractive  peripheral  gold  toning .  549 

1882- CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem 

example  with  superb  “rainbow”  toning  on  the 
obverse.  The  reverse  is  briUiant  with  orUy  a  light 
trace  of  gold .  1 ,200 

1882-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  with  bril¬ 
liant  and  frosty  white  lustre .  1 ,200 

1882-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  FuUy  briUiant .  419 

1882-CC  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  .  365 

1882-0  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant .  65 

1882-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  FuUy  lustrous  with  satiny 
fields .  54 


1882-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1882- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 49 

1883  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  briUiant  example  with 

frosty  lustre .  159 

1883- CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  from 

this  western  mint.  FuUy  briUiant  with  consider¬ 
able  eye  appeal .  335 

1883-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  briUiant  with 

some  light  toning  around  the  outer  rim .  190 

1883-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  BnUiant .  105 

1883-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 98 

1883-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant  and  lustrous.  49 

1883-0  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant  with  a  hint  of 
golden  toning .  49 

Choice  1883-S  Morgan  Dollar 

1883-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous.  Scattered  marks  here  and  there  are  typical  of 
the  grade.  Among  San  Francisco  sUver  doUars  of 
this  decade  the  1883-S  is  one  of  the  most  desirable 
at  the  choice  Mint  State  level.  The  present  piece 
may  fiU  a  long-term  desire  for  the  advanced  coUec- 
tor . 3,800 

1883- S  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  briUiant  sUver  example 

of  this  scarce  date.  Considerable  lustre  remains 
visible .  218 

1884  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  880 

1884  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant,  weU  struck  and 

clean .  270 

1884  MS-65  (NGC).  BnUiant . 225 

1 884  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  satiny  surfrce.  52 

1884  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  54 

1884- CC  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 390 

1884-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  briUiant  example  of 

this  popular  issue  with  frosty  white  lustre. ..  175 

1884-0  MS-66  (NGC).  BriUiant .  285 

1 884-0  MS-65  (PCGS) .  BriUiant  and  lustrous  with 
a  hint  of  golden  toning  on  the  outer  edge.  ...  98 

1884-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Wonderful,  colorful  ob¬ 
verse  toning .  49 

1884-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 49 

Important  1884-S  Morgan  Dollar 

1884-S  MS-61  (NGC).  BriUiant.  Sharply  struck. 
Highly  lustrous.  An  “economy”  example  of  this 
key  issue,  the  price  of  which  escalates  multiple 
times  as  the  grading  numbers  ascend.  The  present 
coin,  the  key  issue  among  San  Francisco  doUars  of 
the  decade,  wUl  answer  the  caU  for  a  nice  specimen 
at  what  may  weU  be  a  very  affordable  price.  5,900 

Lovely  1884-S  Dollar 

1884-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  BriUiant  and  lustrous. 
Contact  marks  on  the  surface  as  expected  for  this 
issue  in  this  grade.  But,  oh  so  close  to  Mint  State. 
One  of  the  keys  to  the  series .  1 ,400 

Important  1884-S  Morgan  Dollar  ' 
1884-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  example 
with  nearly  complete  sUver  lustre .  1 ,750 

Lustrous  1884-S  Morgan  Dollar 

1884- S  AU-58  (NGC).  A  sensational  example 

with  virtuaUy  fuU  briUiant  lustre.  Frosty  devices 
contrast  nicely  with  satiny  fields.  This  is  about  as 
close  as  you  can  get  to  full  Mint  State  without 
spending  three  times  our  price .  1 ,400 

1885  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  lovely  gem  has  very  Hght 

ivory  lustre  and  a  crescent  of  bright  gold  toning 
at  left  obverse .  299 

1885  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  BriUiant .  185 

1885  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 98 

1885  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  160 

1885  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 49 

Mirrorlike  1885-CC  Dollar 
MS-65  DMPL 

1885- CC  MS-65DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  and  hi^y 

attractive.  Mirrotlike  surfrces  instead  of  the  usually  seen 
satiny  lustre.  Ever-popular  Carson  City  issue,  the  last 
date  of  the  earlier  span  of  the  series . 1 ,700 

1885-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant  with  satiny  lus¬ 
tre .  825 

Superb  1885-0  Morgan  Dollar 

1885-0  MS-67  (NGC).  BriUiant  with  satiny  lus:- 
tre.  One  of  the  nicest  we  have  seen  of  this  other¬ 
wise  available  New  Orleans  variety.  A  condition 

rarity  that  is  sure  to  appeal . 1,600 

1885-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. .  310 

1885-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 98 

1885-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  BnUiant . 49 

ASK!  Ask  about  the  Bowers  and  Merena  Morgan  Dollar 
Society.  We  offer  you  a  convenient  way  to  build  a  beautiful  set 
of  Morgan  dollars  on  a  coin  by  coin,  month  by  month  basis. 
Check  it  out,  and  sign  up  today.  Wlienyou  “sign  up”  you  are  not 
under  any  continuing  obligation,  as  you  can  discontinue  mem¬ 
bership  at  any  time.  In  fact,  we  are  never  content  to  rest  on  our 
laurels,  and  each  new  shipment  to  you  has  to  be  excellent,  perhaps 
our  passion  for  quality  is  why  we  have  many  clients  who  have 
been  buying  from  us  for  45  years  or  more  (we  started  business 
in  1953). 

Gem  1885-S  Morgan  Dollar 

1885-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  is  a  wonderful  gem 
example  in  an  old-style  PCGS  holder.  Both  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse  have  frosty  white  lustre  with 
subUminal  golden  toning . . .  1 ,975 

Deep  Prooflike  1886  Morgan  Dollar 

1886  MS-66  DMPL  (PCGS).  BriUiant  with  frosty 

devices .  2,900 

1886  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  frosty  lustre.  239 

1886  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 89 

1886  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant . 98 

1886  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant . 49 

1886  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 49 


This  &  That 


THEODORE  ROOSEVELT  may  appear  on  commemorative  coins  in  the  future,  according 
to  proposed  legislation.  To  this  point  Teddy  Roosevelt  has  been  more  or  less  ignored  {his 
miniature  portrait  on  Mount  Rushmore  commemoratives  really  doesn’t  count). 


NEW  QUARTER:  The  2003  Alabama  quarter  will  feature  Helen  Keller.  Interestingly, 
Helen  Keller  visited  Wolfeboro,  NH,  a  number  of  times  to  consult  an  eye  specialist  who  was 
once  located  here.  She  figures  as  a  footnote  in  the  town  history. 


MARKET  COMMENTS  by  Vern  Potter,  in  “The  Gold  Rush  in  Your  Hands”” 
Some  writers  and  trade  publications  who  report  on  the  market  “carry  baggage  with  them 
and  have  a  financial  interest  on  what  they  are  reporting,  which  may  color  their  view  one 
degree  or  another.  Others  are  quite  independent  and  have  no  ax  to  grind,  as  it  were.” 
Potter  himself,  dealing  in  California,  trades  in  “old  paper”  including  bills,  prints,  letters,  and 
currency.  In  the  numismatic  scene  he  reports  that  US  “type”  notes  have  been  soft,  items 
offered  for  sale  at  supposedly  current  market  levels,  “appear  to  be  high,”  and  he  “expects  to 
see  further  softening  in  this  area  of  the  market.”  However,  in  cycles,  when  something  is 
falling,  another  thing  is  apt  to  rise,  and  obsolete  currency  (such  as  issued  by  state  banks)  and 
confederate  currency  are  quite  warm,  if  not  actually  hot  today.  Aren’t  cycles  and  trends 
interesting?  j 


MOST  AMAZING  COMMENT  IN  PRINT  seen  recently,  this  by  Michele  Orzano  of 
Coin  World,  in  a  report:  “United  States  Mint  engravers  received  written  descriptions  of 
design  concepts  for  2001  to  2003  State  quarter  dollars  instead  of  seeing  any  artwork  sent 
by  governors  of  those  15  states.  That  revelation  about  the  design  process  was  included  in 
answers  to  a  series  of  question  Coin  World  posed  to  Mint  officials  in  late  September.  Coin 
World  has  requested  copies  of  the  written  descriptions  and  Mint  officials  say  they  will  provide 
them  by  Oct.  14.”  This  is  absolutely  amazing,  and  we  find  it  incredible  that  hundreds  if  not 
thousands  of  people  who  worked  to  create  designs  and  submit  them  to  the  states  have  had 
their  efforts  in  effect  trashed! 


AMERICANA:  “Point  Breeze,”  an  article  by  Patricia  Tyson  Strud  in  the  October  2002 
issue  of  Antiques  magazine,  told  of  the  vast  estate  that  the  brother  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte, 
Joseph  Bonaparte,  set  up  in  Newjersey  after  purchasing  land  in  1816.  The  estate  had  farms, 
orchards,  12  miles  of  carriage  roads,  its  own  lake  (with  swan-shaped  pleasure  boats),  and 
was  an  attraction  in  its  time,  with  Lafayette  being  a  visitor  there  in  1824.  The  first  mansion 
was  leveled  by  fire  in  1820,  but  the  furnishings  were  rescued,  and  soon  a  new  house  took  its 
place,  complete  with  every  amenity  imaginable.  Joseph  Bonaparte  died  in  Florence  in  1844, 
and  Point  Breeze  went  to  his  grandson,  who  sold  it  in  1847.  The  mansion  was  eventually 
torn  down  and  a  house  built  in  its  place,  the  latter  burning  in  1985. 


1886-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quaHty  with 

briUiant  lustre .  345 

1887  MS-66  (NGC).  BriUiant . 235 

1887  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 222 

1887  MS-65  DPL  (NGC).  BriUiant .  525 

1887  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 98 

1887  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  brU- 

liant  lustre  and  cameo  contrast . 96 

1887  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant . 49 

1887  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 49 

Desirable  1887/6-0  Silver  Dollar 
1887/6-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant  with  dehcate 
toning .  2,500 

1888  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  doUar  with  satiny 

sUver  lustre  and  extremely  Hght  peripheral  gold 
toning .  735 

1888  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  quahty  with  bril¬ 
hant  white  lustre .  215 

1888  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant .  215 

1888  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilhant .  190 

1888  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 49 

1888-0  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant .  390 

1888- 0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1889  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 49 

Gem  1889-S  Morgan  Dollar 

1889- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  FuUy  lustrous  with  bril¬ 

hant  sUver  surfaces.  A  low-mintage  issue  ranking 
15th  in  the  Morgan  doUar  series.  In  gem  quahty, 
this  issue  is  considered  an  important  rarity  among 
Morgan  doUars.  Just  37  finer  examples  have  been 
certified  by  PCGS,  an  important  consideration 
given  that  this  grading  service  has  certified  more 
than  a  miUion  coins  of  this  design .  1 ,900 

Gem  1890  Morgan  Dollar 

1890  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant  and  lustrous.  1,975 

Deep  Prooflike  1890  Morgan  Dollar 

1890  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  2,100 

1890  MS-63  DMPL  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 290 

1891  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilhant  and  lustrous.  Avery 

nice  example .  640 

1891  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  wtith  frosty 

white  lustre .  135 

1891-CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  BriUiant  with  satiny 

white  lustre .  315 

1891- S  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant .  135 

1892  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  345 

1892- 0  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant  with  somewhat 

subdued  lustre .  285 

Lovely  1892-S  Morgan  Dollar 
1892-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  FuUy  lustrous  with  excep¬ 
tional  aesthetic  appeal.  An  important  opportunity 
for  the  advanced  coUector.  Predominately  bril¬ 
hant  silver  lustre  with  very  shght  prooflike  finish 
on  the  obverse.  The  reverse  if  held  at  an  angle  to 


the  hght,  is  somewhat  prooflike.  The  1892-  S  is 
a  highly  important  date,  and  while  Mint  State 
examples  are  preferable  to  those  in  the  AU  cat¬ 
egory,  a  piece  such  as  this  often  fiUs  the  need  for 
a  fairly  high  grade  piece  at  a  fairly  low  price,  an 
ideal  combination .  2,050 

1893  MS-63  (PCGS).  FuUy  briUiant.  This  is  an 
important  opportunity  for  the  date  coUector  as 
clearly  the  most  affordable  issue  of  the  year.  895 

1893  EF-45  (PCGS).  Natural  medium  gray  sur¬ 
faces .  205 

1893  EF-40  (NGC).  Natural  hght  gray  surfaces  and 

very  attractive  for  the  grade.  Hard  to  locate  when 
you  want  one .  209 

Desirable  1893-S  Morgan  Dollar 
Key  to  the  Series 

1893- S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Light  sUver  surfaces  with 

some  hints  of  gold.  Original  mint  lustre  can  stiU 
be  seen  in  some  areas,  more  on  the  reverse  than 
the  obverse.  A  “high  end”  EF-45  1893-S  doUar, 
and,  in  our  opinion,  a  piece  deserving  of  more 
than  passing  notice.  The  vast  majority  of  1893-S 
doUars  in  existence  today  are  in  the  VF  grade.  EF 
coins  are  much  rarer,  and  EF  coins  of  selected  qual¬ 
ity,  as  here,  are  rarer  yet! .  7,350 

1894  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant  and  lustrous.  .  5,795 

Nearly  Gem  1894-0  Dollar 

1894- 0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilhant  and  lustrous.  7,000 

1894-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  Light  gray  with  traces  of 

lustre .  90 

1894- S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  on 

obverse  rim.  High  grade  enough  to  be  notable, 
low  enough  price  to  be  a  good  buy! .  565 

1895- 0  AU-53  (PCGS).  Light  gray  surfaces  with 

considerable  lustre .  995 

1895-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  SUver  gray  sur&ces.  Scarce 
date  and  mint .  600 

1895-0  VF-35  (PCGS).  Attractive  pale  gray  sur¬ 
faces .  239 

Choice  Mint  State  1895-S  Dollar 

1895-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  sat¬ 
iny  lustre.  BriUiant  with  a  hint  of  golden  ton¬ 
ing.  A  very  high  quahty  example  of  1895-S,  a 
piece  that  has  anything  and  everything  you 
could  desire  in  an  MS-64  coin.  Hand  selected 
and  sure  to  please.  In  fact,  we  have  seen  MS-65 
pieces  that  cannot  hold  a  candle  to  the  present 
MS-64 .  4,650 

issues  and  popular  types. 

CONTACT  DAVE  BOWERS;  Have  a  numisinatic  ques¬ 
tion?  An  observation?  A  su^stion  for  improving  what  we  do 
here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries?  A  research  inquiry  that 
has  baffled  you?  Or  whatever.  Dave  is  just  an  e-mail  away  at 
dave@bowersandmcrena.com.  Dave  checks  his  e-mail  fairly 
regularly  when  he  is  in  the  office,  and  when  he  is  away  it  is 
checked  first-thing  when  he  returns. 
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Mint  State  1895-S  Morgan  Dollar 
1895-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  3,900 
1896  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  silver  example  with 


a  crescent  of  attractive  light  gold  toning .  725 

1896  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilhant .  145 

1896  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  160 


1896-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  toning  over  highly 
lustrous  surfaces.  Contact  marks  are  there,  to  be 
sure,  and  are  expected  at  the  MS-61  level.  The 
reverse,  if  graded  separately,  would  probably  merit 
MS-62.  The  1896-0  is  very  common  in  well 
worn  grades,  but  at  the  Mint  State  level,  even  MS- 
61  as  here,  the  piece  can  be  caUed  rare  in  compari¬ 
son  to  the  demand  for  it .  1,100 

1896-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  An  important  opportu¬ 
nity  to  acquire  this  scarce  date.  Fuhy  brilliant  with 

faint  amber  toning .  495 

1896-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Much  lustre  sthl  remains. 
Mostly  brilhant.  A  very  nice  example  at  the  AU 

level.  Highly  recommended .  440 

1896-0  AU-53  (PCGS).  Light  gray  with  consid¬ 
erable  lustre .  245 

1896-0  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lustrous  light  silver 
surfaces .  180 

1897  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 59 

1898  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  gem  ex¬ 

ample  with  frosty  white  lustre  and  very  faint 
champagne  toning .  1,250 

1898  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilhant .  190 

1898  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  219 

1898-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  gem  quahty  example 

with  brilhant  lustre .  319 

1898-0  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  A  brilhant  gem  with 

hghtly  mirrored  fields . 239 

1898-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brihiant  with  exceptional 

eye  appeal .  119 

1898-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 49 

1898-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brihiant . 49 

1898- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fuhy  brihiant  with  firosty 

shver  lustre .  545 

1899  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brihiant .  140 

1899- 0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brihiant  and  lustrous. 


119 . 

1899-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brihiant .  119 

1899-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brihiant . 49 

1899- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brihiant .  525 

1900  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brihiant.  An  especiahy  high 

grade  example .  825 

1900  MS-65  (NGC).  Brihiant .  170 

1900  MS-65  (PCGS).  99%  brihiant  with  just  a 

touch  of  golden  toning .  170 

1900  MS-64  (NGC).  Bnhiant . 52 

1900  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bnhiant . 52 

1900- 0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brihiant .  139 

1900-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brihiant .  139 

1900-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brihiant  with  a 

hint  of  very  hght  golden  toning . 59 


Impressive  1900-0/CC  Dollar 
1900-0/CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brihiant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  In  1900  the  Mint  reahzed,  at  last,  that  the 
Carson  City  Mint  was  not  going  to  make  any 
more  coins  (the  last  time  the  presses  operated  was 
in  1893).  Accordingly,  rather  than  waste  a  hah" 
dozen  perfectly  usable  “CC”  reverse  dies,  they 
were  overpunched  with  the  mintmark  “O”  and 
sent  OS'  to  the  New  Orleans  Mint,  to  create  the 

variety  here  ofiered .  5,700 

1901  AU-58  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over 
highly  lustrous  surfaces.  Much  original  lustre  re¬ 
mains,  particularly  on  the  reverse.  A  nice  example 
at  the  AU-58  level,  high  grades,  particularly  those 
significantly  higher,  are  sufiiciently  elusive  and  suf¬ 
ficiently  expensive  that  the  present  coin  offers  an 
attractive  alternative  for  the  vast  majority  of  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars  speciahsts .  1,235 


Gem  1901-0  Silver  Dollar 

1901-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilhant  with  satiny  lus¬ 
tre.  A  very  nice  coin  combining  high  grade  and 
exceUent  eye  appeal .  1,490 

Gem  Mint  State  1901-S  Dollar 
1901-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  extremely  attractive 
gem  has  very  sharp  design  details  and  fuUy  brihiant 
frosty  lustre.  The  reverse  has  very  faint  gold  ton¬ 
ing.  An  ideal  opportunity  for  the  cohector  of  gem 
quahty  Morgan  dohars  to  acquire  this  important 
issue . 3,650 

1901- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilhant  and  lustrous.  625 

1902- 0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bnhiant . 780 

1902-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brihiant .  130 

1902- 0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bnhiant . 49 

1903  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  ivory 

lustre  and  peripheral  iridescent  toning  on  both 

obverse  and  reverse . 215 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 75 

1903- 0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 515 

1904- 0  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 260 

1904-0  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Brihiant .  180 

1904-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  dollar  with  bril¬ 
hant  lustre .  49 

1904-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 49 

1904-S  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilhant  with  hght 
golden  toning.  Nearly  ah  mint  lustre  stih  remains, 
but  with  more  on  the  reverse  than  on  the  obverse 
(as  usual  for  Morgan  dohars  at  this  grade  level).  A 
high  quahty  circulated  example  of  one  of  the  most 
sought  after  varieties  in  the  series .  925 

Gem  1921-D  Morgan  Dollar 

1921-D  Morgan.  MS-66*  (NGC).  Brihiant  with 
satiny,  creamy  lustre.  Sharply  struck.  A  superb 
specimen  of  selected  quality,  a  truly  memorable 
1921-D.  This  particular  date  and  mint  is  very 
common  in  lower  grades,  and  even  in  MS-65  or 
so  there  are  quite  a  few  examples  around.  How¬ 
ever,  most  of  them  are  rather  insipid  in  appearance 
no  matter  what  the  certified  grade  might  be.  The 
present  coin  is  a  dehghtful  exception  and  is  truly 
beautiful.  For  the  Morgan  dohar  speciahst  this, 
indeed,  is  a  find!  .  1,500 

Gem  1921-S  Morgan  Dollar 
1921-S  MS-65  (NGC).  This  is  a  highly  attractive 
gem  with  satiny  white  lustre .  1 ,400 

Gem  1921-S  Morgan  Dollar 
1921-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant  and  lustrous.  An 
above  average  example  of  the  1921-S,  a  coin 
struck  from  new  shahow-rehef  dies  (as  were  the 
Philadelphia  and  Denver  varieties  this  year)  hast¬ 
ily  made  up,  and  quite  unhke  the  more  detailed 
dies  used  in  1878-1904.  Within  the  context  of 

1921-S  dohars  this  is  a  nice  one .  1,400 

1921-S  Morgan.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilhant  with 
satiny  surfrices.  A  truly  lovely  specimen  of  hand 
picked  quahty,  with  a  beauty  seldom  seen.  1,400 
1921-S  Morgan.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilhant.  ...  125 
1921-S  Morgan.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 68 

Peace  Silver  Dollars 

1921  Peace.  High  ReUef.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An 
attractive  example  with  just  a  trace  of  pale  gold 

and  heather  toning .  579 

1921  Peace.  High  Rehef  MS-63  (PCGS).  Cham¬ 
pagne  toning .  339 

1921  Peace.  High  Relief  MS-61  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
hant .  190 

1921  Peace.  High  Rehef  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
with  hght  golden  toning.  Above  average  in  striking 
quality,  although  with  some  hghtness  at  the  center. 
A  very  nice  example  for  the  striking  alone.  ..  148 


DID  YOU  KNOW? 

•  That  coins  can  be  different  in  their  market  structure  and  availability?  The  1936- 
D  quarter  dollar  is  rare  only  in  Mint  State.  In  worn  grades  it  is  common.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  1950-D  nickel  is  rare  only  in  worn  grades.  In  Mint  State  it  is  common. 

•  David  Tripp  is  writing  a  book?  Well,  he  is,  and  we  expect  it  will  be  a  “great  read.” 
It  is  all  about  the  1933  double  eagle,  and  the  manuscript  is  well  underway.  Dave  is  not 
only  a  gifted  writer,  but  he  is  an  accomplished  cartoonist  as  well. 

•  There  is  no  authentication  service?  Now  that  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  Authentication  Bureau  has  closed  up  shop,  it  seems  that  the  hobby  could  use 
an  independent,  non-commercial,  unbiased  authentication  service.  Questioned  coins 
abound,  and  opinions  can  sometimes  differ,  but  there  is  no  central  place  for  the 
accumulation,  study,  and  dissemination  of  information.  Proposal:  How  about  the  ANA, 
the  ANS,  ICTA,  and  PNG  putting  their  heads  together  and  getting  such  a  service  started? 
We  will  all  benefit! 

•  Title  for  “dean  of  American  dealers”  falls  on  the  head  of  Art  Kagin?  Art  started 
dealing  in  coins  in  1929,  and  today  he  is  still  a  familiar  figure  in  coin  circles— often  assisting 
his  son  Don  (who  is  throwing  his  hat  in  the  ring  to  become  an  ANA  governor  in  the  next 
election— we  wish  him  well!)  and  daughter  Judy. 

•  No  frogs  are  in  sight!  The  other  day  a  collector  asked  if  there  were  any  frogs 
depicted  on  United  States  coins,  patterns.  Civil  War  tokens.  Hard  Times  tokens,  or  other 
widely  collected  series.  Our  answer  was  “no,”  although  we  have  dolphins,  hippocampuses 
(not  sure  of  plural,  hippocampi?),  turtles,  beavers,  and  even  a  whale. 

•  We’ve  had  a  lot  of  1913  Liberty  Head  nickels?  Well,  we’ve  been  involved  with  “a 
lot,”  this  being  just  four  pieces-representing  all  that  are  currently  known  (of  the  original 
five  known,  one  piece,  the  Reynolds  specimen,  has  not  been  seen  in  more  than  four 
decades).  We’ve  offered  for  sale  or  auctioned  three  of  the  four,  and  the  other  one,  the 
Norweb  Collection  specimen,  we  facilitated  its  appraisal  and  transfer  as  a  gift  from  the 
Norweb  family  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 


1922  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bnlliant . 32 

1922- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  brown  and 

iridescent  obverse,  fighter  reverse . 65 

1923  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  625 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  105 

1923  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1923- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  with  frosty 

lustre .  970 

1923-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  69 

1923-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  69 

1924  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  ..  98 

1925  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  fight  golden 

toning .  625 

1925  MS-66  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality  for  the 

date  or  type  collector .  665 

1925-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  toning . 485 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  fight  gold  ton¬ 


ing .  365 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1926  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 95 

1926  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 89 

1926-D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lovely  gem  example 

with  fully  brilliant,  satiny  lustre .  619 

1926-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 70 

1926-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 200 

1926-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  toning . 200 

1927  MS-63  (NGC) .  130 

1928  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant .  290 

1928  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 270 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  800 


Gem  1934-D  Dollar 


1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lus¬ 
tre.  A  whisper  of  champagne  toning.  As  nice  as 

can  be!  .  2,095 

1 934-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Pale  gold  toning  over  lus¬ 
trous  silver  surfaces .  259 


1934-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive . 159 

1934-D  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant .  159 

1934-S  AU-58  (NGC).  A  delightful  example 
retaining  nearly  complete  lustre.  This  is  the 
most  desired  and  most  elusive  variety  in  the 
series . 1,100 

1934- S  AU-58  (ANACS).  Soft  silver  sur&ces  with 

virtually  full  lustre .  985 

1935  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1935- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  smooth  sat¬ 

iny  surfaces.  A  coin  of  hand-picked  quality.  A 
treat  to  the  eye .  1,175 

1935-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  is  an  exceptional 
example  for  the  grade  with  brilliant  white  lustre. 
Very  sharply  struck  and  highly  attractive.  ...  509 

1935-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 345 


Eisenhower  Dollars 


1971- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  159 

1972- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned .  135 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1972-S  Silver.  MS-68  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  175 

PCGS  Population:  473;  3  finer  (MS-69). 

1972- S  Silver.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1973- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned .  125 

1974- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 239 

Set  Registry^"^  Quality 

1974-S  Silver.  MS-68  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 250 

FCGS  Population:  215;  none  finer. 

1974-S  Silver.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1978  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  gray  and  gold  ton¬ 
ing .  149 

1978-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned .  189 


Mint  State  1873-CC  Trade  Dollar 
Set  Registry^”  Quality 

1873- CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharply 

struck,  and  with  satiny  lustre.  Delicate  golden 
toning.  A  lovely  specimen  at  this  grade  level — 
in  fact,  one  of  the  finest  seen.  Highly  impor¬ 
tant  as  a  scarce  Carson  City  trade  dollar  in 
lovely  Mint  State  preservation,  and  also  as  the 
first  year  of  the  issue.  A  find  for  the  advanced 
collector .  12,000 

PCGS  Population:  11;  7  finer  (MS-64  finest). 

Choice  1874-CC  Trade  Dollar 

1874- CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  ton¬ 
ing  flecks  over  lustrous  surfaces .  5,850 

1874- CC  Chopmarked.  EF-45.  Light  silver  sur¬ 

faces  with  a  trace  of  heather  toning.  Light 
chopmarks  on  either  side .  195 

1875- CC  Chopmarked.  AU-55.  Moderate  iridescent 
toningwith  several  chopmarks  on  each  side.  .  375 

Mint  State  1875-S/CC  Trade  Dollar 

1875-S/CC  MS-60  (NGC).  An  important  opportu¬ 
nity  for  the  specialist  to  acquire  this  unusual  and 
popular  variety.  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre  and  very 
faint  traces  of  toning.  Outstanding  quality  for  the 
grade . 2,750 


Mint  State  1876-CC  Trade  Dollar 

1876- CC  Type  I/H.  MS-61  (NGC).  Highly  at¬ 

tractive  with  brilhant  silver  lustre  and  fight  gold 
toning  along  the  borders.  The  surfaces  are  satiny. 
This  is  an  extremely  important  opportunity.  The 
specialist  will  recognize  this  as  a  very  elusive  issue 
in  any  Mint  State  grade .  5,495 

Mint  State  1877-S  Trade  Dollar 

1877- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  satiny 

lustre  and  traces  of  heather  toning .  2,000 

1877-S  “Box  trade  dollar”  with  two  photos .  VF- 

35.  Lovely  nostalgic  numismatic  souvenir.  ...  679 


GOLD  DOLLARS 


Mint  State  1849  Gold  Dollar 
Open  Wreath  Design 
Large  Head 

1849  Large  Head.  Open  Wreath.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  satiny  lustre.  A  nice 
example  of  the  first  year  of  issue.  (The  holder  does 

not  mention  the  Large  Head  style.) .  2,400 

1853-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  and 
nicely  centered  example  with  brilliant  fight  yel¬ 
low  gold  lustre .  535 

Mint  State  1854  Type  11  $1  Gold 

1854  Type  n.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly 

lustrous.  Very  well  struck  with  the  central  figures  of 
the  date  on  the  reverse  being  bold,  an  unusual 
situation  as  these  are  typically  weak.  Excellent 
details  on  the  head,  wreath,  and  other  features. 
Late  state  of  the  dies  with  interesting  clash  marks 
visible,  particularly  within  the  wreath  on  the  re¬ 
verse  where  the  outline  of  the  head  of  Miss  Lib¬ 
erty  can  be  seen.  In  everlasting  demand  due  to  the 
necessity  of  the  scarce  Type  II  for  inclusion  in 
gold  sets .  2,850 

1855  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lustrous  yellow  gold  with 

deep  orange  toning .  875 

Mint  State  1860-S  Gold  Dollar 
1860-S  MS-62  (NGC).  This  is  an  exceptional  ex¬ 
ample  with  extremely  sharp  design  features  and  fight 
yellow  gold  lustre.  Very  slightly  prooflike.  . .  3,450 
1861  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lus¬ 
tre . 575 

1870  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  fight  yellow  gold 
surfaces  with  faint  hairlines  and  trivial  abrasions. 
A  scarce  date .  840 

Gem  1878  Gold  Dollar 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
1878  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  scarce  date  with  few  gem 
quality  examples  known  today.  Highly  lustrous 
orange  gold  surfaces  with  reflective  fields  and  very 
sharp  design  features.  PCGS  has  only  graded  three 
finer  coins,  all  MS-66 .  5,200 


QUARTER  EAGLES 
($2.50  GOLD) 


Lustrous  1796  No  Stars  $2.50 
First  United  States  Quarter  Eagle 
1796  No  Stars.  Breen-1.  Rarity-4+.  AU-58 

(PCGS).  Lustrous  greenish  yellow  gold  surfeces  with 
a  few  very  minor  abrasions;  however,  these  are  ab¬ 
solutely  consistent  with  the  grade  of  tliis  example. 

Very  light  breaks  appear  in  the  lustre,  evidence  of  the 
slight  wear  that  defines  the  AU-58  grade.  This  is  the 
very  first  coinage  design  for  the  quarter  eagle  de¬ 
nomination,  and  these  coins  were  minted  late  in  the 
year.  There  are  actually  three  die  varieties  of  1796 
quarter  eagle  coinage  known,  two  without  stars  on 
the  obvene,  the  third  with  stan.  Of  course,  all  three 
of  these  have  stars  as  part  of  the  revene  design.  It  is 
our  opinion  that  the  first  variety,  unknown  to 
Walter  Breen  and  an  extreme  rarity  even  today,  was 
from  the  very  first  quarter  eagle  delivery  of  Septem¬ 
ber  2 1 , 1 796  and  consisting  ofjust  66  coins.  The  sec¬ 
ond  delivery  was  dated  December  22,  1796  and 
included  897  coins,  almost  certainly  all  of  the  vari¬ 
ety  ofiered  here.  A  final  delivery  of  quarter  eagles, 
actually  datedjanuary  14, 1797,  included  432  coins 
that  we  believe  were  the  1796  With  Stars  coinage. 

Today,  only  90  to  100  examples  of  this  variety  are 
known,  mostly  in  lower  grades  or  with  some  dam¬ 
age.  This  is  an  extremely  important  rarity  for  the 
highly  advanced  collector .  90,000  j| 

Important  1834  Classic  Head  | 

Quarter  Eagle  i 

1834  Large  Head.  AU-58  (NGC).  This  is  a  very  i 
scarce  variety  within  the  Classic  Head  type,  with  , 
broken  M  in  AMERICA.  Light  yellow  gold  with 
hints  of  green.  Slightly  prooffike  around  the  de¬ 
vices .  1,495 

Beautiful  1841-C  $2.50  ] 

Lustrous  AU-58  j 

1841-C  AU-58  (NGC).  Attractive  yellow  gold.  . 

Nicely  struck.  A  very  pleasing  example  of  this 


Hie  Coin  Collector 
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Food  for  Thought 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Who  lost  what?  Recently  in  looking  at 
the  first  page  of  Section  B,  “Money,”  in 
Today,  October  1,  2002,  and  saw  this: 
“$7  trillion  value  lost  since  the  Wilshire  5000 
Index  peaked  March  24,  2000.”  Then  Rick 
Bagg  sent  me  an  item  from  Bloomberg 
News,  noting  that  since  October  1,  things 
got  even  worse,  and  that  at  a  particular  low 
point  on  Wednesday,  October  9,  2002,  “the 
S&P  500  was  down  49  percent  from  its  high 
in  March  2000,  marking  the  deepest  bear 
market  since  it  fell  86  percent  from  1929  to 
1932.  Based  on  the  Wilshire  5000  Total 
Market  Index,  U.S.  stocks  lost  almost  $9 
trilhon  in  value  from  the  peak  through  this 
week’s  low.” 

Not  that  I  am  accustomed  to  thinking  in 
trillions,  it  certainly  sounded  like  a 
tremendous  loss,  a  wipe-out  of  more  than 
half  of  what  we  all  hold  dear — stock  market 
portfohos,  401k  funds,  etc. 

Then  I  wondered,  “who  lost  it?” 

In  this  instance  I  was  questioning  not  the 
accuracy  of  the  $7  or  triUion  figures,  but 
was  simply  pondering  what  the  actual  effect 
was  on  the  average  American  investors  such 
as  you  and  I. 

Assuming  (and  I  admit  this  is  not  precise) 
there  are  50,000,000  investors  in  stocks  in 
the  United  States,  this  equaled  $180,000 
loss  per  investor.  Offhand,  this  seemed  a  bit 
hard  to  believe,  for  the  wide  panorama  of 
American  citizens. 

Then  I  stopped  to  think  some  more. 
Likely,  the  vast  majority  of  such  losses  are 


paper  losses.  They  would  only  be  real  losses  if 
everybody  bought  each  one  of  the  5,000  stocks 
in  the  Wilshire  Index  at  the  top  of  the  market 
on  March  24,  2000,  and  sold  out  their  entire 
holdings  in  time  to  be  reported  in  October 
2002.  Obviously,  few  if  any  people  did  this  in 
all  of  America  from  sea  to  shining  sea. 

Sometimes  it  helps  me  understand 
something  if  I  make  up  an  example  in  my  head 
and  use  it  as  a  mini-model. 

Accordingly,  I  now  hypothesize  that  of  the 
long  out-of-print  Rare  Coin  Review  issue  No. 
100,  there  are  exactly  1,000  copies  in  existence. 
I  further  hypothesize  that  we  have  erJisted  the 
“Research  Department”  of  a  certain  well- 
known  Wall  Street  brokerage  house  to  see  the 
virmes  and  acmal  rarity  (only  one  copy  for  every 
300,000  people  in  the  United  States),  the 
artistic  beauty  (nice  pictures  of  coins),  and  the 
fact  that  its  rarity  has  hardly  been  discovered 
by  the  American  public  (of  300,000,000 
citizens,  perhaps  299,990,000  have  never  heard 
of  the  Rare  Coin  Review),  cutting  them  in  for  a 
“piece”  of  the  action  in  the  time-honored  IPO 
tradition.  Furthermore,  without  question, 
absolutely  true,  and  a  matter  of  fact  (repetition 
is  an  important  part  of  any  sales  effort),  a  copy 
of  this  particular  Rare  Coin  Review  is  rarer  than 
an  acre  of  land  in  Manhattan.  Obviously,  hke 
WorldCom,  Enron,  and  Global  Crossing,  here 
is  an  opportunity  not  to  be  missed  by  astute 
investors! 

One  of  this  particular  firm’s  chents,  enticed 
by  the  investment  blurb  by  the  aforementioned 
highly  respected  Wail  Street  firm,  learns  of  this 


marvelous  windfall  potential  and  posts  a  “bid” 
price  of  $10,000  for  a  copy.  And  buys  one. 
According  to  Wall  Street  logic,  this  means  that 
if  there  are  1,000  copies  in  existence,  now  they 
are  worth  $10,000  a  copy.  It  is  never  considered 
whether  a  huge  amount  of  anything  can  actually 
be  sold  at  a  super-peak  price.  Obviously,  the  total 
“market  value”  of  all  copies  of  this  particular 
Rare  Coin  Review  is  $10,000,000. 

Then,  the  next  day  there  are  no  buyers.  Lo 
and  behold!  A  copy  comes  up  for  sale  on  eBay 
and  sells  for  (weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth 
here)  only  $5.  Now  the  total  market  value  of 
all  1,000  copies  ofissue  no.  100  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  is  only  $5,000. 

“Investors  Lose  Nearly  $  10  Million!  ”  would 
be  a  legitimate  headhne  when  this  happened. 
However,  as  we  all  know,  the  losses  were  not 
real,  nor  were  the  profits. 

Now  back  to  basic  economics:  Only  for  the 
person  who  paid  $10,000  for  a  copy,  in  the 
econometric  model  of  the  United  States  was 
there  a  loss.  Similar  to  double-entry 
bookkeeping,  there  was  an  equal  offset. 
Someone  received  $10,000  for  the  copy.  Thus 
the  transaction  was  simply  a  transfer  of  assets, 
$10,000  from  Person  A  to  Person  B. 

Perhaps  the  person  who  received  $10,000 
bought  a  used  Corvette  with  the  money,  and 
the  person  selling  the  used  Corvette  bought 
$10,000  worth  of  clothing  from  Lands’  End, 
and  all  of  the  employees  receiving  salaries  at 
Lands’  End  in  DodgeviUe,  Wisconsin,  bought 
beer,  chess  sets.  Beanie  Babies,  tickets  to  a  rock 
concert,  etc.,  setting  in  motion  tens  of 


thousands  of  dollars’  worth  of  beneficial 
transactions! 

Ask  yourself  this  question:  Was  or  was 
not  the  sale  of  one  copy  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  for  $10,000  beneficial  for  the 
American  economy  as  a  whole? 

Such  asset  transfers  occur  all  the  time.  As 
these  words  are  being  written  in  aummn 
2002,  I’ve  read  that  the  most  wondrous 
transfer  of  assets  on  Wall  Street  in  modem 
times  was  the  alchemy  in  which  AOL  shares 
turned  into  AOL  -  Time  Warner  shares, 
biUions  of  dollars  shifting  from  former  Time 
Warner  stockholders  (such  as  the  presendy 
chagrined  Ted  Turner,  a  great  entrepreneur 
who  has  done  much  for  the  media,  for 
conservation,  and  more)  to  former  AOL 
investors. 

As  this  is  a  rare  coin  periodical,  I  suppose 
there  should  be  something  about  coins. 
How’s  this:  At  the  height  of  the  market  in 
1964,  a  40-coin  bank-wrapped  roll  of 1950- 
D  nickels  was  worth  $1,200.  Later,  it 
dropped  to  below  $300. 1  was  in  the  market 
when  it  happened.  I  never  met  anyone  who 
paid  $1,200  for  a  roll  of 1950-D  nickels,  but 
I  knew  a  lot  of  people  who  bought  rolls  at 
$15,  $30,  and  $100. 

Similarly,  gold  was  once  $850  per  ounce 
(London  price  fix,  January  21,  1980). 
However,  I  have  never  met  a  single 
numismatist  who  bought  an  ounce  of  gold 
bullion  at  or  near  that  price. 

End  of  reahty  check! 


Charlotte  issue.  Only  10,281  were  stmck,  of 
which  we  believe  100  to  150  survive,  most  of 
them  being  EF  or  lower  ranges  of  AU.  The 
present  coin  is  distinctly  above  average.  .  12,000 

A 

Important  1846-0  Quarter  Eagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
1846-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  This  is  a  wonderful  ex¬ 
ample  with  bright  yellow  gold  lustre  and  excep¬ 
tional  surface  quahty.  Only  a  few  faint  hairhnes  are 
noted.  A  depression  in  Liberty’s  cheek  appears  to 
be  as  stmck.  An  important  opportunity  for  the 
speciahst.  PCGS  has  only  graded  nine  finer  ex¬ 
amples  from  MS-60  to  MS-64 .  3,375 

Desirable  1847  Quarter  Eagle 
1847  AU-55  (NGC).  An  exceptional  example  for 
the  grade  with  sharp  design  elements  and  nearly 
complete  lustre.  Satiny  in  appearance  with  shghtly 
prooflike  fields.  Pale  orange  toning  is  primarily 

hmited  to  the  reverse .  1,400 

1850  AU-58  (NGC).  BrOHant  and  lustrous.  .  650 

Impressive  1856-S  Quarter  Eagle  Rarity 
Set  Registry^*^  Quality 
1856-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  specimen  with 
deep  rich  lustre,  and  attractive  dehcate  orange 
hues.  Sharply  stmck.  The  1856-S  is  a  great  rarity 
even  in  the  AU  grade,  much  less  MS-60.  At  the 
level  offered  here  the  present  piece  is  of  extraordi¬ 
nary  rarity  and  importance,  coming  together  to 
create  a  “must  have”  coin  for  the  advanced  gold 
speciahst . 21,000 

PCGS  Population:  7;  3  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

Lustrous  1859-S  Quarter  Eagle 
1859-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Nicely  stmck.  A  splendid  1859-S  quarter  eagle, 
the  importance  of  which  is  accelerated  by  the 
great  interest  in  gold  coins  of  this  era  engendered 
by  the  fabulous  discovery  of  the  S.S,  Central 
America  Treasure,  lost  in  1857.  The  S.S.  Brother 
Jonathan  treasure,  lost  in  1865,  contributes  to  the 
enthusiasm  as  well.  The  1 859-S  quarter  eagle  Ms 
through  the  cracks,  no  equivalent  pieces  on  the 
Brother  Jonathan,  and  too  late  of  course  for  the 
Central  America.  Relatively  few  survive  in  a  con¬ 
dition  such  as  this .  4,100 

1861  New  Reverse.  MS62  (PCGS).  Sharply  stmck 
with  rich  yellow  gold  lustre,  the  reverse  somewhat 
hghter  than  the  obverse.  From  the  new  design  hub 
with  slender  arrowheads  and  other  features  some¬ 
what  more  dehcate  in  appearance .  700 

Important  1862/1  Quarter  Eagle 
Set  Registry Quality 
1862/1  AU-55  (PCGS).  Sharply  stmck  with  fight 
yellow  gold  and  very  faint  hairlines.  Traces  of 
deeper  orange  toning  are  evident  along  the  bor¬ 
ders.  The  feamres  of  this  overdate  are  bold.  This 
is  a  very  rare  variety  that  was  first  discovered  by 
Aubrey  Debee  in  1962.  Perhaps  a  couple  dozen 
are  known  today.  Exactly  24  coins  have  been  cer¬ 


tified  by  PCGS  with  just  six  of  those  in  higher 
grades  than  the  present  coin .  3,500 

Important  1866  Quarter  Eagle 

1866  EF-40  (NGC);  Lighdy  circulated.  Well  stmck 
and  attractive.  A  tmly  remarkable  coin,  one  of  an 
estimated  25  to  40  surviving  from  a  circulation 
strike  of  only  3,080  pieces.  .  3,380 

1873  Close  3.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  yellow  gold 
lustre.  An  outstanding  quality  example.  Produced 
early  in  the  year.  The  initial  date  logotypes  for  all 
denominations  had  a  digit  3  with  very  closely  spaced 
upper  and  lower  left  knobs.'  Complaints  were  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  public  that  this  date  style  looked  to 
much  like  1 878,  thus  nW  date  logotypes  were  pre¬ 
pared  with  a  more  open  appearing  digit  3.  . .  1 ,300 

Hiscorically,  the  two  date  logotypes  have  been  called  Open 
3  and  Closed  3 .  We  prefer  the  term  Close  3 ,  however,  as  the  digit 
is  technically  not  closed.  Essentially,  the  obsolete  (hopefully) 
term  Closed  3  su^ests  that  the  upper  and  lower  left  knobs  of 
this  digit  actually  touch. 

1873  Open  3.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold 
with  frosty  lustre  and  faint  pinkish  toning.  .  700 

Lustrous  1873-S  Quarter  Eagle 

1873-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Warm  yellow  orange 
gold.  Highly  lustrous.  Quite  scarce  at  the  AU 
level .  1,525 

Mint  State  1874  Quarter  Eagle 

1874  MS-61  (NGC).  This  is  a  highly  attractive 

example  with  rich  orange  gold  lustre  and  ex¬ 
tremely  sharp  design  features.  Just  3,920  examples 
were  minted  and  very  few  of  these  survive  today. 
Both  PCGS  and  NGC  combined  have  certified 
just  39  examples  of  this  issue  in  all  Mint  State 
grades .  2,600 

Rare  Mint  State  1875-S  $2.50 

1875-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Sharply  stmck  except  for 
the  eagle’s  leg  to  the  left.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A 
splendid  specimen  of  the  1875-S.  The  mintage  of 
1 1,600  quickly  slipped  into  circulation,  and  after¬ 
ward  most  pieces  disappeared.  We  believe  125  to 
175  exist  today,  mostly  in  grades  such  as  VF  or  EF. 
At  the  Mint  State  level  most  are  “low  end,”  and, 
in  any  event,  there  are  only  six  to  10  of  them 
around.  It  is  readily  seen  that  the  quarter  eagle 
specialist  will  want  to  sit  up  and  take  special  no¬ 
tice  of  this  offering! .  4,100 

Gem  1878  Quarter  Eagle 

1878  MS-65  (NGC).  An  extremely  important  gem 

quality  example  of  this  rare  issue.  Although  not  a 
rare  date,  this  qualifies  as  a  Condition  Rarity  Mth 
just  six  finer  examples  certified  by  both  PCGS  and 
NGC  combined .  3,000 

Gem  1879  Quarter  Eagle 

1879  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre. 

Sharply  stmck.  A  thoroughly  delightful  quarter 
eagle .  3,900 

1880  AU-58  (NGC).  Sharply  stmck  with  lustrous 
fight  yellow  gold  surfaces  and  pale  orange  toning 


at  the  borders.  Low  mintage  ofjust  2,960  circu¬ 
lation  strikes .  975 

1882  MS-62  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with  rich 
j  yellow  gold  surfaces  and  fight  orange  toning.  A 
scarce  issue  with  just  4,000  examples  originally 
stmck .  1,150 


Gem  1907  Quarter  Eagle 
1907  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow  gold  with 
very  sharp  design  feamres.  A  wonderful  candi¬ 
date  for  your  date  or  type  collection.  A  small 
darker  toning  fine  is  noted  in  the  right  obverse 
field . 2,195 


Seldom  Seen  1885  $2.50 

1885  MS-61  (NGC).  Bright  yellow  gold.  Somewhat 
prooffike  surfaces.  Dig  in  the  field  below  the  hair 
bun,  otherwise  this  piece  would  be  graded  higher. 
The  1885  was  seldom  seen  in  Mint  State,  as  there 
is  no  reason  for  collectors  to  save  such  coins — 
proofs  being  available  at  the  time . 5,350 

Choice  Mint  State  1894  $2.50 

1894  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with  sharp 

design  elements  and  reflective  fields.  Brilliant  yel¬ 
low  gold  lustre .  1,700 

Gem  Mint  State  1895  Quarter  Eagle 

1895  MS-65  (NGC).  This  is  a  gorgeous  gem  ex¬ 

ample.  Sharply  stmck  in  rich  yellow  gold  with 
brilliant  and  frosty  lustre.  A  hint  of  pinkish  ton¬ 
ing  adds  to  the  overall  eye  appeal  of  this  gem.  An 
important  issue  from  a  low  mintage  ofjust  6,000 
coins .  4,300 

Gem  1897  Quarter  Eagle 

1897  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  beau¬ 
tiful.  An  ideal  coin  for  a  high  quality  type  set  and, 
of  course,  just  right  for  the  quarter  eagle  special¬ 
ist  as  well .  2,750 

Superb  1902  Quarter  Eagle 

1902  MS-67  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem  with  superb 
surfaces  and  exceptional  aesthetic  appeal.  Sharply 
stmck  with  light  yellow  gold  lustre.  This  out¬ 
standing  gem  is  sure  to  please .  5,200 

1902  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  with  sharp 

design  elements  and  deep  yellow  gold  lustre.  Ex¬ 
ceptional  surfaces  with  a  small  lint  mark  at  base  of 
Liberty’s  bust.  Does  Bowers  and  Merena  Galler¬ 
ies  have  a  “comer”  on  the  market  for  choice  and 
eye-appealing  quarter  eagles?  It  would  seem  so 
from  this  fisting!  Acmally,  there  are  quite  a  few 
around,  but  those  in  our  possession  are  all  hand¬ 
picked  for  quahty .  1,350 

1903  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  lustrous  yellow 

gold  surfaces .  360 

Gem  1904  Liberty  Quarter  Eagle 

1904  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  an  exceptional  gem 

with  frosty  yellow  gold  lustre  anj  very  sharp  de¬ 
sign  elements.  Examples  of  this  quahty  are  seldom 
encountered .  1,900 

1904  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  yellow  gold  with 

faint  orange  peripheral  toning .  775 

1905  MS-63  (PCGS).  Warm  orange-yeUow  gold. 

Lustrous.  A  nice  example  of  this  popular  date, 
and  on  the  present  market,  quite  affordably 
priced .  695 

1906  MS-63  (NGC).  Sharply  stmck  with  brilliant 

yellow  gold  lustre .  650 


Choice  Mint  State  1909  Indian  $2.50 

1909  MS-64  (NGC).  Btich  and  satiny  yellow 

gold  lustre.  An  attractive  example  of  this  scarcer 
issue .  1,900 

1910  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  warm  yeUow-or- 

ange  surfaces .  1,280 

1910  MS-62  (NGC).  Sharp  and  lustrous . 455 

1911  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  some  splashes 

of  iridescence.  An  appealing  coin .  1,195 

1911  MS-63  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with  frosty 
yellow  gold  surfaces .  1,195 

1911  MS-62  (NGC).  A  lovely  example  with  bril¬ 
liant  lustre .  455 

1913  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous .  455 

1913  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold,  lustrous 

and  frosty .  243 

Choice  Mint  State  1914  $2.50 

1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  yellow-orange  with 

some  hints  of  iridescence.  A  nice  example  of  the 
scarcest  (by  far)  Philadelphia  Mint  quarter  eagle  of 
the  design  type .  3,795 

1914  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  example  with 

yellow  gold  surfaces .  285 

1914-D  AU-58  (NGC).  Very  fight  yellow  gold 
with  nearly  full  lustre . 289 

Lustrous  1915  Quarter  Eagle 

1915  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  is  an  extremely  attrac¬ 

tive  example  with  deep  yellow  gold  lustre  and 
sharp  design  elements .  1,500 

1915  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  fight  yellow  gold 
lustre .  1,150 

1925-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Very  sharply  stmck  with 
brilliant  yellow  gold  lustre .  1 ,000 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  yellow  gold  with  a 
hint  of  pink .  1,000 

1929  MS-63  (PCGS).  FuUy  brilliant  with  lovely 
yellow  gold  lustre .  775 

1929  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous .  455 


Don*t  miss  our 
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THREE  DOLLAR  GOLD 


Mint  State  1854  $3  Gold 

1854  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  .  2,600 

Scarce  1856-S  Three-DoUar 

1856-S  Breen-6355.  Medium  S.  AU-53 

(PCGS).  Rich  yellow  gold  with  a  hint  of  green. 
This  is  a  lovely  example  with  satiny  lustre  and  very 
fewhght  sur&ce  marks.  With  a  mintage  of 34, 500 
coins,  this  is  the  fifth  highest  mintage  of  the  de¬ 
nomination,  however,  it  remains  quite  scarce,  es¬ 
pecially  in  higher  grades .  2,150 

Mint  State  1859  $3  Gold 

1859  MS-62  (PCGS).  Rich  yellow  gold  lustre  with 
a  hint  of  green.  The  fields  are  satiny  and  very 
slightly  proofhke.  An  important  opportunity  for 
the  specialist  to  acquire  this  elusive  date.  .  3,800 

Desirable  1870  $3  Gold 

1870  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  scarce  date  firom  a  mintage  of 
just  3,500  coins.  Very  lightly  cleaned  with  light  yel¬ 
low  gold  surfeces  and  hints  of  prooflike  flelds.  1 ,900 

1871  AU-58.  Brilliant  with  much  mint  lustre  re¬ 
maining.  The  1871  is  elusive  in  any  and  aU 
grades — just  take  out  your  trusty  copy  o£A  Guide 
Book  ofU.S.  Coins  and  check  the  mintage! .  1,275 

Choice  1872  $3  Gold 

1872  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  somewhat 

prooflike.  Nicely  struck.  A  very  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  date,  elusive  in  aU  grades,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  so  in  a  combination  of  a  fairly  high 
number,  as  here,  with  exceUent  eye  appeal  (as 
here).  Perfect  (not  repunched)  date.  A  find  for  the 
advanced  gold  enthusiast .  9,850 

Important  1873  Close  3  $3  Gold 

1873  Close  3.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Highly  prooflike. 

Warm  yeUow-orange  gold.  An  exceUent  speci¬ 
men  at  this  grade  level  of  the  third  rarest  PhUadel- 
phia  Mint  $3  gold,  after  1875  and  1876.  The 
number  of  equivalent  pieces  in  the  numismatic 
universe  is  numbered  only  in  the  dozens,  a  smaU 
quantity  in  terms  of  the  miUions  of  numismatists 
in  the  United  States  and  the  great  desire  for  19th 
century  gold  coins  that  are  at  once  interesting  and 
rare.  The  present  piece  wiU  be  comfortable  in  an 
advanced  cabinet .  7,950 


Mint  State  1874  $3  Gold 
1874  MS-61  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  and  fiiUy 
brilliant  with  Ught  yeUow  gold  surfaces  and  hints 

of  greenish  toning .  2,395 

1874  AU-55.  AbriUiantyeUowgold  example  with 
a  few  very  minor  hairUnes .  995 

Lovely  1878  S3  Gold 
1878  MS-62  (PCGS).  FuUy  lustrous  with  briUiant 
fight  yeUow  gold  surfaces  and  hints  of  pinkish 
toning.  An  attractive  example  for  the  date  or  type 
collector.  This  is  considered  a  common  date 
within  this  denomination,  if  any  could  be  caUed 

common .  2,600 

1878  AU-58  (NGC).  Very  li^t  yeUow  gold.  .  1 ,275 


Mint  State  1883  Three-Dollar  Gold 
1883  MS-62  (PCGS).  This  is  an  important  issue 
fi'om  a  circulation  strike  mintage  ofjust  900  coins, 
one  of  few  gold  issues  with  mintages  below  1 ,000 
examples.  Coined  in  fight  yeUow  gold,  both  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse  have  reflective  fields  providing 
fight  cameo  contrast.  Although  the  surfaces  are 
very  lightly  abraded,  this  example  has  exceptional 
eye  appeal  for  the  grade .  4,400 


$5  GOLD  HALF  EAGLES 


Early  Half  Eagles 


Lustrous  1803/2  Half  Eagle 
1803/2  B-IC.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  lovely  specimen 
in  warm  yeUow-orange  gold.  A  coin  with  a  very 
pleasing  personality,  one  that  has  never  been 
cleaned  or  dipped.  Some  splashes  of  subtle  orange 
toning  add  to  the  appeal.  The  overdate  feature  is 
extremely  bold  even  under  low  magnification.  A 
handsome,  thoroughly  desirable  example  of  this 
early  19  th  century  half  eagle .  5,750 

Desirable  1808  Half  Eagle 
1808  Normal  Date.  B-4B.  AU-55  (NGC).  Pleas¬ 
ing  greenish  yeUow  gold  with  traces  of  orange  ton¬ 
ing  on  the  highest  points.  The  surfaces  are  lightly 
abraded  as  usual.  This  is  an  example  ofjohn  Reich’s 
handiwork  at  the  Mint.  Reich  was  hired  the  previ¬ 
ous  year  and  set  about  introducir^  new  designs  for 

aU  denominations  of  our  coinage . 4,290 

1810  Large  Date,  Large  5.  Breen-6459,  B-IA. 
AU-58  (NGC).  Very  lightly  cleaned,  however, 
retaining  considerable  eye  appeal.  This  bright 


greenish  gold  example  has  nearly  fiiU  lustre.  WeU- 
centered  with  sharp  obverse  and  reverse  design 
definition.  This  is  one  of  the  plentiful  varieties  of 
John  Reich’s  Capped  Bust  design,  ideal  for  the 
type  coUector .  4,250 

Choice  Mint  State  1835  $5 
1835  MS-63  (PCGS).  This  is  a  most  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  with  briUiant  fight  yeUow  lustre  and  a  trace 
of  green.  A  sharply  struck  and  an  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  for  the  date  or  type  coUector .  8,195 

1835  AU-55  (NGC).  Very  lightly  abraded  with 

attractive  greenish  yeUow  gold  lustre .  1,195 

1838  Small  Denomination.  Breen-6514.  AU- 
50.  Sharpness  slightly  finer,  however,  very  fighdy 
cleaned.  Bright  yeUow  gold  with  considerable 
lustre  remaining .  875 

Liberty  Head  Half  Eagles 


Mint  State  1840  Narrow  Mill  Half  Eagle 

1840  Narrow  Mill.  MS-61  (NGC).  This  is  a 

lovely  Mint  State  example  with  extremely  sharp 
design  elements  and  briUiant  greenish  gold  lustre. 
A  few  very  fight  surface  marks  are  consistent  with 
the  grade.  An  extremely  important  opportunity 
for  the  specialist  to  acquire  a  high  quality  example 
of  this  early  Liberty  half  eagle.  In  his  Complete 
Encyclopedia,  Walter  Breen  noted  this  issue  is  “very 
rare  above  EF.”  Today,  we  would  characterize 
this  as  “very  rare  in  Mint  State.”  Our  Bass  Col¬ 
lection  auctions  yielded  12  different  1840  Narrow 
MiU  half  eagles,  v/ith  1 1  grading  AU  and  a  single 
MS-601  .  4,250 

Lustrous  1841  HalfEagle 

1841  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bright,  brilliant,  sharply 

struck,  lustrous,  desirable,  and  beautiful.  That 
said,  here  indeed  is  a  classic,  a  gorgeous  example 
of  a  half  eagle  which  is  seldom  encountered  in 
Mint  State.  When  one  is  found,  often  the  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal  is  lacking .  5,600 

1848  AU-58  (NGC).  An  exceptional  example  for 
the  grade  with  fight  yeUow  gold  surfaces  and  strong 
central  detaUs.  WhUe  not  a  rarity,  this  is  a  very  dif¬ 
ficult  issue  to  locate  in  higher  grades .  630 

1848  AU-53  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  nearly  fuU 
briUiant  lustre.  An  important  opportunity.  ..  500 
1851  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  greenish  yeUow 
gold  surfaces  with  exceptional  eye  appeal.  ..  780 

Lovely  1851-C  HalfEagle 
1851-C  AU-50  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  example 
with  lovely  greenish  gold  surfaces .  3,195 

Mint  State  1855-0  $5 
A  Find  for  the  Specialist 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
1855-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Bright  yeUow  gold.  Very 
sharply  stmck  with  a  wealth  of  detail  on  both  obverse 
and  reverse,  not  at  aU  usual  for  New  Orleans  Mint 
coins.  Bright  surffces  with  some  su^estions  of 
prooflike  quality.  Contact  marks  here  and  there  are 
defined  by  the  grade.  A  sharp,  desirable,  and  exceed- 
ir^y  rare  specimen  of  an  issue  which  when  seen  is 
apt  to  be  &r  below  this  in  quality . 23,000 

Only  11,000  specimens  were  made  of  the  1855-0  half 
eagle,  strictly  a  utilitarian  coin,  and  virtually  all  were  placed  into 
circulation.  Today  we  estimate  that  only  50  to  80  coins  exist,  of 
which  perhaps  two  to  four  could  be  called  Mint  State,  typically 
in  and  around  the  MS-60  level  as  here. 

Over  the  years  the  high-grade  1855-0  half  eagles  have 
eludedjust  about  all  specialists,  and  we  hasten  to  mention  that  the 
Norweb  Collection  and  the  Pittman  Collection  each  had  an  AU 
coin,  although  both  numismatists  were  dedicated  connoisseurs. 

While  the  present  1855-0  is,  of  course,  a  condition  rarity, 
also  very  important  to  its  basic  desirability  is  its  status  as  a 
foitndalion  rarity  and  a  key  date  as  well.  For  the  gold  specialist  this 
represents  a  rare  prize  ofa  high  order! 

Mint  State  1861  HalfEagle 
1861  MS-62  (PCGS).  Extremely  sharply  struck  with 
highly  lustrous  yeUow  gold  surffees . 3,000 

Memorable  1863-S  HalfEagle  Rarity 
1863-S  AU-58  (NGC).  BriUiant  surfaces,  sharply 
stmck  features,  and  a  justifiable  high  grade.  Much 
lustre  remains  in  protected  surfaces  as  weU  as  open 
areas.  A  tally  beautiful,  indeed  memorable  speci¬ 
men  of  one  of  the  great  rarities  in  the  half  eagle 
series.  From  the  17,000  stmck,  we  believe  that  only 
25  to  35  exist  today,  most  of  the  being  Fine  to  Very 
Fine,  as  David  Akers  commented  back  in  1979. 
“Only  one  specimen  as  high  as  AU  has  been  sold 
at  auction,  and  I  personaUy  have  seen  one  only 
better  thanEF,”  he  wrote.  Since  then  we  handled 
the  remarkable  treasure  from  the  S.S.  Brother 
Jonathan  (lost  at  sea  on  August  30,  1865),  which 
yielded  three  examples  in  EF  and  AU  grades.  StiU, 
the  coin  remains  an  incredible  rarity.  The  special¬ 
ist  wiU  want  to  caU  quickly  to  reserve  this  piece, 
secure  in  the  knowledge  that  it  may  be  a  long  time 
until  an  equivalent  opportanity  arises . 24,800 

Date  fairly  well  centered  betw’een  the  neck  truncation  and 
the  dentils.  Raised  ridges  among  the  letters  in  LIBERTY,  par- 
ricularly  at  LI.  Large  mintmark  on  reverse.  Note:  The  editor 
would  like  to  know  if these  raised  ridges  e.\i.st  on  other  1 86.1-5  half 
eagles  and  would  welcome  correspondence  concerning  this. 

Remarkable  1867  HalfEagle 
1867  AU-58  (PCGS).  BriUiant  with  much  lustre 
remaining  in  protected  areas.  A  lovely  example, 
one  of  the  finest  seen.  Another  highly  unusual 
offering.  There  were  just  6,870  half  eagles  stmck 
of  this  date  for  circulation,  and  only  40  to  60  ex¬ 
ist  today,  only  one  or  two  at  the  Mint  State  level. 


Finding  a  high  grade  half  eagle  apart  firom  a  Proof 
is  a  difficult  task,  and  this  answers  the  search  very 
nicely! .  6,700 

Notable  1868  HalfEagle 
1868  AU-58  (NGC).  BriUiant  with  prooflike  sur¬ 
face.  A  splendid  example  that  may  be  a  circulated 
Proof — we  have  not  studied  it  carefuUy,  but  this 
seems  to  be  a  possibifity.  In  any  event,  it  was 
stmck  from  Proof  dies  with  a  prooflike  surface, 
including  within  the  shield  stripes.  The  mintage 
of  the  1868  half  eagle  was  very  restricted,  consist¬ 
ing  of 5,000  for  circulation  (of which  perhaps  40 
to  60  exist  today)  and  just  25  Proofs .  7,000 

The  data  logotype  this  year  has  the  18  close,  and  the  68 
significantly  wider  each  about  the  same  space.  Both  8s  lean  to 
the  right,  the  second  8  more  so  than  the  first.  On  the  die  the 
logotype  is  very  close  to  the  neck  truncation. 

1879  MS-61  (NGC).  Spots  of  dark  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 440 

'l879-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  yeUow  gold.  Highly 
lustrous.  Nicely  stmck.  A  pleasing  coin  for  the 

date  and  mint  specialist .  890 

1879-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  yeUow  gold  surfaces 
with  nearly  fuU  lustre .  299 

1880  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  stmck  with  satiny 

lustre,  attractive,  and  desirable  in  aU  respects.  A 
lovely  coin  for  the  date  specialist  or,  more  likely, 
the  type  set  enthusiast .  690 

Gem  Quality  1881  HalfEagle 

1881  MS-65  (NGC).  An  absolutely  lovely  example 

with  sharp  design  features  and  briUiant  yeUow 
gold  highlighted  by  pale  greenish  toning  along  the 
borders .  3,200 

1882-CC  EF-45.  Pale  greenish  gold  surfaces.  595 

Choice  Quality  1884-S  HalfEagle 
Tied  for  Finest  Certified 
Set  Registry Quality 

1884- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with 

briUiant  orange  gold  lustre.  Very  fight  green  ton¬ 
ing  foUows  the  borders  on  both  sides.  This  is  an 
extremely  important  opportunity  for  the  ad¬ 
vanced  coUector.  This  example  is  one  ofjust  two 
certified  MS-64  by  PCGS  with  none  finer.  We 
feel  that  this  issue  is  substantiaUy  undervalued  in 
the  present  market .  2,900 

1885- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  stmck  with  bril- 

fiant  lustre .  1,080 

Choice  Mint  State  1886  $5 
Set  Registry Quality 
1886  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  stmck  with  frosty 
lustre  and  light  pinkish  yeUow  gold.  Although  this 
issue  does  not  immediately  come  to  the  fore  when 
one  thinks  of  rare  date  gold  coins,  the  issue  is  quite 
elusive  in  choice  or  gem  Mint  State.  In  fact, 
PCGS  has  only  graded  six  examples  at  this  grade 
level,  along  with  three  finer  coins.  Certainly  a 

condition  rarity .  2,150 

1889  MS-61  (NGC).  Sharply  stmck  and  fliUy  lus¬ 
trous  with  rich  yeUow  gold  and  splashes  of  orange 
on  the  reverse.  A  very  rare  issue  from  a  surpris¬ 
ingly  low  mintage  ofjust  7,520  coins .  1,075 

1891  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  yeUow  gold  with  nearly 
complete  lustre .  300 

1891- CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  Rich  yeUow  gold  lus¬ 
tre  with  faint  pinkish  toning .  500 

1892- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  briUiantyel- 

low  gold  surfaces .  320 

Mint  State  1893-CC  HalfEagle 

1893- CC  MS-60  (NGC).  Lustrous  greenish  yel¬ 

low  gold  with  faint  pink  toning.  A  lovely  example 
of  the  final  Carson  City  half  eagle .  1,400 

Choice  1897  HalfEagle 
Set  Registry^*^  Quality 
1897  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant  with  fight  yeUow 

gold  lustre .  1,525 

1897  MS-60.  BriUiant  yeUow  gold . 210 

Neat  Gem  1898-S  HalfEagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
1898-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  example 
with  briUiant  and  satiny  yeUow  gold  lustre.  Just 
four  submissions  have  received  higher  grades  from 


PCGS .  3,500 

1900  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant  and  lustrous  with 
lovely  fight  yeUow  gold  surfaces .  875 


1900  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  yeUow  gold  with  cop¬ 


pery  splashes  along  the  obverse  border .  590 

1901/0-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 270 


Gem  1902-S  HalfEagle 
1902-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  sharply  stmck  gem  ex¬ 
ample  with  briUiant  yeUow  gold  lustre.  VirmaUy 
perfect  surfeces.  A  coin  for  the  cotmoisseur.  2,650 


1905  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  sharp  example  with  bril¬ 
liant  lustre .  895 

Choice  Mint  State  1905  $5 
1905-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Sharply  stmck  and  fuUy 
lustrous .  495 


1907  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example  with  satiny 
yeUow  gold  lustre  and  sharp  des^  elements.  . .  540 

Amazing  1907-D  Liberty  $5 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1907-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Very  sharply  struck 
with  brilliant  yeUow  gold  lustre  and  subliminal 
orange  toning.  This  is  an  extremely  attractive 
example  and  an  important  opportunity  for  the 
connoisseur.  Tied  with  nine  others  as  finest 
certified  by  PCGS.  In  fact,  just  two  Denver 
Mint  issues  were  produced  with  this  design, 
and  both  dates  combined  have  just  one  finer 
coin  certified  by  PCGS.  If  you  are  searching  for 
a  top-quality  Denver  Mint  Liberty  half  eagle, 
this  is  the  coin  for  you .  5,750 

1908  Liberty  Head.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely 

example  with  lustrous  yeUow  gold  surfaces  and 
sharp  design  featares.  A  popular  issue  represent¬ 
ing  a  transitional  year  between  the  Liberty  and 
Indian  designs .  1,050 

1908  Liberty  Head.  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply 
stmck  with  frosty  yeUow  gold  lustre.  An  anach¬ 
ronistic  design,  as  by  winter  1907  the  $10  and  $20 
Liberty  Head  coins  had  been  replaced  by  new 
designs,  and  in  the  quarter  eagle  series  the  Liberty 

Head  motif  was  last  used  in  1907 .  875 

1908  Liberty  Head.  MS-63  (NGC).  An  out¬ 
standing  example  with  exceptional  yeUow  gold 
lustre.  Boldly  stmck .  540 

Indian  Half  Eagles 


Choice  Mint  State  1908  HalfEagle 
First  Year  of  the  design 

1908  Indian.  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  is  a  defightftil 
example  with  sharp  design  features  and  satiny 
yeUow  gold  lustre.  First  year  of  the  Bela  Lyon 
Pratt’s  Indian  design .  3,100 

1908  Indian.  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example 

with  lovely  yeUow  gold  lustre . 1,150 

1908-D  MS-63  (NGC).  A  sharp  impression  with 
fight  yeUow  gold  lustre .  1 ,050 

1908- S  EF-40  (PCGS).  This  is  a  very  scarce  issue 

and  is  seldom  offered  in  any  grade.  We  are  de¬ 
lighted  to  make  this  coin  available.  Extremely 
weak  mintmark .  475 

1909  MS-62  (NGC).  A  pleasing  example  with  sat¬ 
iny  yeUow  gold  lustre .  795 

Choice  1909-D  HalfEagle 

1909- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  impressive  example 

with  lovely  orange  gold  lustre .  2,800 

Important  1909-0  HalfEagle 

1909-0  AU-50  (NGC).  Light  yeUow  gold  with 
a  hint  of  green.  Considerable  lustre  remains  vis¬ 
ible.  This  is  an  attractive  example.  Although 
weakly  defined,  the  mintmark  is  completely 
outlined .  1,975 

Mint  State  1911-D  $5  Gold 

1911- D  MS-60  (NGC).  FuUy  lustrous  with  pale 

greenish  gold  surfaces.  Just  72,500  were  stmck, 
the  second  lowest  mintage  of  the  series  behind 
1909-0 .  3,380 

1912- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Highly  attractive  with  rich 

orange  gold  lustre .  690 

1912- S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Warm  golden  surfaces.  545 

1913  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant  and  lustrous.  Warm 

yeUow  gold  surfaces.  A  splendid  example.  1,125 

1913  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,095 

1913- S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  yeUow  gold  surfaces 

with  nearly  complete  lustre.  An  important  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  acquire  this  scarce  date .  625 


Eagle  certified  albums  accommodate  all 
popular  certified  coins  in  a  single  album. 
PCGS,  NGC,  and  ICG  holders  all  fit 
snugly  in  the  album  pockets.  The  smaller 
ANACS  slabs  are  held  snugly  in  the 
album  pockets  with  optional  foam  U- 
shaped  adaptors.  Each  heavy  duty  clear 
rigid  page  holds  9  certified  coins  and 
allows  viewing  from  both  sides. 

EAGLE-27 : 3-Page  certified  album  (holds 
27  coins).  $24.95.  Each  album  is  subject 
to  a  discount  described  on  page  20. 


The  Coin  Collector 


January  20,  2003 


17 


How  E.W.  Got  Started 

Your  column  in  Coin  World  stimulated  the  memory  of  how  I  got  started  collecting 
coins. 

In  1963  I  attended  a  textile  luncheon  in  New  York  city,  and  after  the  meeting  the  line 
at  the  coat  room  was  so  long  I  decided  to  wander  around  the  lobby  of  the  hotel.  All  of 
a  sudden  I  noticed  a  St.  Gaudens  $20  gold  piece  in  the  window  of  a  jewelry  shop.  I  had 
heard  of  this  legendary  coin  and  its  beautiful  symbolism  but  didn’t  realize  any  still  existed 
in  the  public  domain. 

Although  I  had  never  before  felt  an  interest  in  coins,  the  sight  of  this  marvelous  piece 
hit  me  right  between  the  eyes  and  the  nose.  “Only  $65,  we’re  closing  them  out,”  the 
owner  said.  In  those  pre-inflationary  days  this  was  too  much  money  to  spend  on  impulse, 
so  I  reluctantly  returned  the  coin  to  its  tray  and  went  back  to  the  office. 

However,  I  couldn’t  get  the  thing  out  of  my  mind.  In  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  I 
cashed  a  check  and  headed  back  to  make  the  purchase.  On  the  way  I  passed  by  Deak  & 
Co.  in  Times  Square,  which  also  had  the  coin,  so  I  ducked  in  and  soon  made  a  deal  for  a 
1927  Saint  at  $52.  That  was  the  day  I  caught  gold  fever,  and  my  life  has  never  been  the 
same  since. 


Choice  Mint  State  1914  $5 

1914  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  frosty 
yellow  gold  surfaces  and  very  sharp  design  ele¬ 
ments.  This  is  an  outstanding  example  for  a  Mint 
State  date  or  type  set .  3,150 

Mint  State  1914  Half  Eagle 

1914  MS-63  (NGC).  BtiUiant .  1,225 

1914- S  EF-40  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 280 

1915  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  pale  yel¬ 
low  gold  lustre .  1 ,100 

1915- S  AU-55  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold  with 

nearly  full  lustre.  A  pleasing  example  of  this  elu¬ 
sive  issue .  625 

191 6- S  AU-53  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  395 

Important  1929  Half  Eagle  Rarity 
Set  Registry’’^  Quality 
Choice  Mint  State 

1929  MS-64  (PCGS).  Seldom  do  we  have  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  offer  an  example  of  this  very  impor¬ 
tant  issue.  BriUiant  and  frosty  with  lovely  yeUow 
gold  lustre.  Very  sUght  abrasions  keep  this  from 
the  gem  category.  Just  eight  finer  MS-65  ex¬ 
amples  have  been  certified  by  PCGS.  This  was  the 
final  half  eagle  issue  and  the  only  production  of 
this  denomination  during  the  decade.  Although 
662,000  were  coined,  nearly  aU  were  later  melted 
with  few  examples  surviving  today . 1 1,000 


$10  GOLD  EAGLES 


1795  Gold  Eagle  Rarity 
Important  1795  Small  Eagle  $10  Gold 
1795  13  Leaves.  Breen-6830.  B-IA.  AU-58 

(NGC).  We  cannot  emphasize  enough  the  im¬ 
portance  of  this  opportunity.  This  is  an  ex¬ 
tremely  attractive  example  with  bright  greenish 
gold  lustre  and  very  choice  surfaces.  The  obverse 
and  reverse  are  both  quite  sharply  struck.  So 
many  of  these  early  gold  coins,  including  ex¬ 
amples  already  certified  by  the  major  grading 
services,  have  fight  to  moderate  damage.  In  some 
cases  the  coins  are  more  heavily  marred.  The 
present  example  is  a  pleasing  exception  to  the 
rule.  First  year  of  issue  for  the  denomination,  and 
an  important  opportunity  for  the  specialist  and 
connoisseur .  41,000 

Liberty  Head  Gold  Eagles 


Exceptional  1844  Eagle 
1844  AU-53  (PCGS).  Warm  yeUow  gold.  Nicely 
struck.  An  exceptional  specimen  of  this  early  Lib¬ 
erty  Head  eagle,  a  coin  which  when  seen  is  most 
often  encountered  VF  or  EF .  6,400 

Lovely  AU  1845-0  $10 
1845-0  AU-58  (NGC).  BriUiant  yeUow  gold,  some¬ 
what  proofUke  in  protected  areas.  A  &r  above  aver¬ 
age  quality  example  of  this  early  eagle.  When  seen, 
the  typical  piece  is  apt  to  be  VF  or  EF . 9,100 

Important  1865-S  Eagle 
“Perfect”  date 

1865-S  EF-45  (NGC).  A  pleasing  example  in  warm 
orange  gold.  Some  toning  around  the  protected 
areas.  Perfect  date,  not  inverted  date,  and  actuaUy 
scarcer  than  the  inverted  date — an  interesting  turn¬ 
about.  A  prize  coin  which  we  are  very  proud  to 

present  for  your  consideration . 1 1,700 

GOLD  COINS  FROM  BOWERS  AND  MERENA 
GALLERIES:  If  you  enjoy  United  States  gold  coins  you  have 
come  to  the  right  place.  We  would  be  delighted  to  help  you  with 
your  type  set  or  specialized  collection.  Check  this  listing  which 
includes  our  latest  acquisitions.  Ifyou  don’t  see  what  you  need, 
then  give  us  your  “want  list,"  We’ll  keep  you  posted  as  new 
items  come  to  stock. 

Key  1866  $10  Gold 
With  Motto 

1866  Motto.  AU-58  (NGC).  BriUiant,  weU  struck. 


and  with  much  lustre  stiU  remaining  in  protected 
areas,  particularly  on  the  reverse.  The  1866  eagle 
as  offered  here  is  one  of  just  3,750  circulation 
strikes  believed  to  have  been  made.  AU  were  pro¬ 
duced  strictly  for  utilitarian  purposes,  as  any  nu¬ 
mismatist  desiring  an  example  was  apt  to  buy  a 
Proof  Today,  relatively  few  exist,  and  those  that 
do  tend  to  be  in  weU  worn  grades.  The  present 
piece  is  a  true  find  for  the  specialist . 13,500 

Important  1882-CC  Eagle 
1882-CC  AU-58  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  bril¬ 
liant  yeUow  gold  surfaces  and  virtuaUy  complete 
lustre.  This  is  an  extremely  pleasing  example  of 
the  issue.  Walter  Breen  noted  this  issue  is  prohibi¬ 
tively  rare  above  Extremely  Fine  grade.  Just  6,7 64 
examples  were  minted.  This  is  virtuaUy  the  fin¬ 
est  available  quafity.  Just  one  coin  has  been  graded 
higher,  and  this  considers  both  PCGS  and  NGC 


populations  combined .  9,850 

1888- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Warm  yeUow  orange  surfaces .  980 

1889- S  MS-62  (NGC).  BnUiant .  595 


Mint  State  1892-S  Eagle 
Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 
Set  Registry^*^  Quality 
1892-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  sharply 
struck  example  with  lovely  fight  yellow  gold 
lustre.  Although  17  examples  have  been  cer¬ 
tified  by  PCGS  at  this  grade  level,  none  have 
received  a  higher  grade.  An  extremely  impor¬ 
tant  opportunity  for  the  specialist  and  con¬ 
noisseur . 2,375 

1894  MS-63  (ICG).  Sharply  struck  with  frosty  yel¬ 
low  gold  lustre  and  faint  orange  toning .  595 

1895-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 

bright  yeUow  gold  lustre .  725 

1899  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant  and  lustrous.  .  560 

Extraordinary  1901  Liberty  Eagle 
1901  MS-66  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  highly 
lustrous  with  outstanding  yeUow  gold  surfaces. 
This  impressive  gem  is  truly  a  coin  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur .  5,600 

Superb  Gem  1901-S  Eagle 
1901-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant  with  satiny  lus¬ 
tre.  Quite  weU  struck.  A  few  flecks  are  noted,  but 


overaU  the  piece  is  of  high  quafity .  5,600 

1901-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  fully 
briUiant  with  fight  yeUow  gold  lustre .  1 ,050 


1904-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  This  scarce  issue  features 
soft  frosty  yeUow  gold  lustre  with  sharp  detaUs. 
Popular  New  Orleans  Mint  issue.  Not  very  many 
20th-century  gold  coins  exist  with  a  tiny  “O”  (and 

it  usuaUy  is  tiny)  mintmark  on  the  reverse .  875 

1905  MS-63  (PCGS).  FuUy  briUiant  with  attractive 
greenish  gold  lustre.  Very  sharply  struck.  ...  945 

Choice  Mint  State  1906-S  Eagle 
Set  Registry^”^  Quafity 
1906-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  This  is  a  wonderful  example 
at  this  grade  level  with  sharp  des^  features  and  bril¬ 
liant  fight  yeUow  gold  lustre.  PCGS  has  only  graded 
eight  MS-63  examples  of  this  scarce  date  with  an¬ 
other  eight  coins  in  higher  grades.  An  extremely 

important  opportunity  for  the  specialist . 2,995 

1907  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example  with 

greenish  gold  lustre .  379 

1907  MS-60  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  yellow 
gold .  195 

Indian  Gold  Eagles 

Our  offering  oflndian  Head  $  10  pieces  begins  with  the  first 
year  of  issue,  1907,  and  continues  to  include  many  interesting 
dates  and  mints,  through  to  1932,  the  last  readily  coUecrible  date. 

Choice  Mint  State  1907  Indian  $10 
1907  Indian  Head.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lus¬ 
trous  with  warm  yeUow  orange  surfaces.  An  out¬ 
standing  quality  example  at  this  grade  level,  a  piece 
weU  worth  owning.  Significant  as  the  first  year  of 
the  design .  3,600 

Mint  State  1907  Indian  Eagle 
1907  Indian  Head.  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant  and 

higlily  lustrous.  Very  attractive .  2,100 

1907  Indian  Head.  MS-62  (NGC).  FuUy  briUiant 
with  satiny  yeUow  gold  lustre .  750 


1908  No  Motto.  MS-61  (PCGS).  BriUiant  and  lus¬ 
trous  with  frosty  light  yeUow  gold  sur&ces.  A  scarce 
issue  from  a  mintage  ofjust  33,500  coins .  950 

Impressive  1908-D  Eagle 

Set  Registry™  Quafity 

1908- D  No  Motto.  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  is  an 

outstanding  Mint  State  example  and  quite  rare  as 
such.  BriUiant  and  satiny  orange  gold  lustre.  Al¬ 
though  210,000  were  struck,  a  relatively  high' 
mintage  for  the  series,  few  survived  in  high  qual¬ 
ity.  In  fret,  PCGS  has  only  certified  five  coins  in 
higher  grades .  8,750 

The  1908-D  No  Motto  $10  gold  has  the  D  mintmark  imy 
out  in  left field!  It  is  placed  far  left  and  in  a  different  position  than 
seen  on  any  other  Denver  Mint  issue  of  this  type — a  curiosity 
not  widely  known. 

1909- D  MS-61  (NGC).  An  attractive  example 

with  rich  yeUow  gold  lustre  and  few  minor  abra¬ 
sions.  This  ranks  among  the  scarcer  Indian  eagles, 
from  a  mintage  ofjust  121,540  coins .  795 

1909- D  MS-60  (NGC).  An  outstanding  example, 

highly  lustrous  and  sharply  struck . 725 

1910  MS-62  (NGC).  BnUiant .  480 

1910  MS-61  (NGC).  Attractive  fight  yeUow  gold 

with  fuU  lustre .  420 

1910- D  MS-61  (NGC).  Satiny  yeUow  gold  lus¬ 
tre .  495 

Lustrous  1911  Eagle 

1911  MS-64  (PCGS).  FuUy  briUiant  with  bright 

yeUow  gold  lustre .  1 ,975 

Lustrous  1911-D  Eagle 

1911- D  AU55  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,350 

Mint  State  1912  Eagle 

1912  MS-64  (NGC).  FuUy  brilliant  with  frosty  fight 

yeUow  gold  lustre  and  exceptional  eye  appeal.  Al¬ 
though  sometimes  considered  a  common  date,  this 
is  much  scarcer  than  many  in  the  series . 2,470 

Lovely  1912-S  Indian  Eagle 

1912- S  MS-63  (NGC).  An  exceptional  example  of 

this  scarce  issue  with  rich  yeUow  gold  lustre.  Al¬ 
though  300,000  examples  were  struck,  very  few 
high  quafity  survivors  remain  today.  An  impor¬ 
tant  opportunity  for  the  specialist .  3,750 

Choice  1913  Gold  Eagle 

1913  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  rich  yel¬ 

low  gold  lustre.  A  scarcer  date  at  very  little  pre¬ 
mium .  2,250 

Choice  Mint  State  1914-D  $10 

1914-D  MS-64  (NGC).  This  is  an  impressive  example 
with  highly  lustrous  light  yeUow  gold  surfaces.  An 
important  opportunity  for  the  specialist . 2,800 

Mint  State  1914-D  $10 

1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with  frint 
pinkish  toning  over  yeUow  gold  lustre . 1 ,540 

Brilliant  1915  Eagle 

1915  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  brilliant 
yeUow  gold  surfaces.  An  elusive  issue  in  high 
grades .  2,300 

1926  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  fight  yeUow  gold 
surfaces.  An  ideal  candidate  for  your  type  coUec- 
tion .  1,050 

Gem  1932  Indian  Eagle 

1932  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  The 
last  readUy  coUectible  date  in  the  $10  series.  2,900 

1932  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  example 
with  satiny  yeUow  gold  lustre .  1 ,050 

1932  MS-64  (NGC).  An  attractive  example  with 
lustrous  surfrees .  985 


$20  GOLD  DOUBLE 
EAGLES 


Liberty  Head  Double  Eagles 


Gem  1857-S  Double  Eagle 
From  the  S.S.  Central  America  Treasure 
1857-S  S.S.  CentralAmerica  treasure  coin.  MS-65 

(PCGS).  Registration  number:  SSCA1127  on 
holder,  variety  20 A,  Spiked  Shield,  per  Bob  Evans’ 
classification.  A  lovely  specimen,  very,  very  lustrous, 
nicely  struck,  and  virtually  definitive  for  the  MS-65 
grade.  A  coin  hand  picked  with  care . 12,750 

Mint  State  1857-S  Double  Eagle 
S.S.  Central  America  Treasure 
1857-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  example 
with  highly  lustrous,  fuUy  briUiant  yeUow  gold 
surfrees.  Extremely  sharply  struck.  This  is  an  im¬ 
portant  opportunity  for  the  connoisseur.  Desig¬ 
nated  as  variety  20A,  Spiked  Shield .  8,250 

To  our  way  of  thinking  the  discovery  of  the  vast,  unprec¬ 
edented,  and  never  to  be  equaled  S.S.  Ceiilml .dmerko  treasure, 
amounting  to  $100,000,000,  has  been  the  pivotal  event  of  the 
present  numismatic  generation.  How  fortunate  we  a// are — you 
and  me — to  have  been  on  the  scene  when  this  happened.  And, 


here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  we  were  the  epicenter  of 
a  good  deal  of  the  research  and  publicity — something  that  is  a 
treasure  of  memories  never  to  be  forgotten! 

1858-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lighdy  abraded  yeUow  gold 
surfaces  with  considerable  remaining  lustre.  Struck 
after  the  S.S.  CentralAmerica  tragedy,  therefore,  not 


part  of  the  hoard  of  coins  from  this  ship .  975 

Mint  State  1861  $20 

1861  MS-60  (NGC).  BriUiant  and  lustrous.  A  very 
attractive  “high  end”  specimen  at  the  MS-60 
level .  2,650 


1869-S  AU-50  (ICG).  Warm  yeUow  gold.  Much 
luster  remains  in  protected  areas.  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  at  the  AU-50  level,  a  piece  with  a  good  deal 
of /i/e,  or  old-fashioned  desirability.  San  Francisco 
Mint  double  eagles  are  usuaUy  seen  in  significandy 
lower  grades  than  this .  1,085 

1873  Open  3  Double  Eagle 

1873  Open  3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  An  extremely  im¬ 
portant  opportunity  for  the  specialist,  or  for  the 
type  coUector.  Although  considered  a  common 
date,  and  this  issue  is  extremely  common  when 
aU  grades  are  accounted  for,  very  few  choice  ex¬ 
amples  survive.  PCGS  has  only  certified  72  sub¬ 
missions  in  higher  grades,  with  a  total  population 
of 2, 646  coins  for  this  date .  2,900 

Pleasmg  1874-CC  $20  Gold 

1874- CC  AU-50  (NGC).  Lightly  abraded,  yet  at¬ 

tractive  fight  yeUow  gold  surfaces  with  some  lus¬ 
tre  remaining .  1,600 

1875- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Very  lightly  toned  with 

attractive  yeUow  gold  surfaces .  600 

1877-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  lovely 
yeUow  gold  lustre .  690 

Mint  State  1878  Double  Eagle 

1878  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  .  1,680 

Lustrous  1882-S  Double  Eagle 
Condition  Rarity 
Set  Registry^“  Quafity 

1882- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  some  light 

toning.  Most  examples  of  1882-S  are  in  signifi¬ 
cantly  lower  grades .  2,450 

PCGS  Population:  124;  4  finer  (MS-64  finest). 

Important  1883-CC  Double  Eagle 

1883- CC  AU-58  (NGC).  A  spectacular  example 
with  virtuaUy  complete  lustre  and  highly  attrac¬ 


tive  yeUow  gold  surfaces.  Sharply  struck. .  2,100 

1884- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  4,600 

1885- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  4,800 

1885-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Attractive  example  of  this 

popular  date .  1,100 

In  MS-63  this  coin  is  priced  at  around  $4,800. 

1888- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  3,750 

1889- CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Warm  yeUow  gold  sur¬ 
faces  with  hints  of  rose  toning .  1 ,350 


Lovely  1890-CC  Double  Eagle 

1890- CC  AU-50.  Light  yeUow  gold  with  few  very 

minor  abrasions  and  hairlines.  Considerable  lus¬ 
tre  remains .  1 ,250 

Choice  Mint  State  1891-S  $20 

1891- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant,  lustrous,  and  a 

lovely  specimen  of  the  MS-63  grade — hand 
picked  for  quafity.  Would  that  aU  MS-63  double 
eagles  were  this  nice.  Ifyou  have  been  looking  for 
a  very  attractive  piece  at  the  MS-63  level,  this  wiU 
nicely  answer  the  caU .  2,150 

1895- S  MS-62  (NGC).  BriUiant  surfaces .  580 

Almost  4  times  more  in  the  next  grade  up. 

1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  FuUy  briUiant  with  frosty 

golden  surfaces .  1,200 

1896- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Pleasing  example  of  this 

popular  pre-1 900  date .  625 

More  than  double  in  the  next  grade. 

1896-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Another  nice  example  of 
this  popular  date .  625 

Choice  Mint  State  1897  Double  Eagle 
Set  Registry^”  Quality 

1897  MS-64  (PCGS).  FuUy  lustrous  with  briUiant 

and  fixisty  yeUow  gold  surfrees.  This  is  an  extremely 
important  opportunity  for  the  advanced  specialist 
and  connoisseur.  In  this  grade,  the  present  example 
is  tied  for  the  finest  certified  by  PCGS . 2,600 

Attractive  and  Lustrous  1898  $20 
Value  Jump  Potential! 

1898  MS-62.  Attractive  surfaces,  difficult  to  find 
due  to  the  price  jump  in  the  next  grade,  as  an  MS- 
63  coin,  only  a  teensy  weensy  bit  finer,  has  a  mar¬ 
ket  value  of  over  $4,000.  No  wonder  A1  PinkaU 
snapped  this  up  when  he  saw  it  for  sale!  ..  1,480 

Value-Grade  1898-S  Double  Eagle 

1898-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly  attractive  and  very 
lustrous.  Quite  elusive  in  this  combination  of 
high  grade  and  rich  lustre,  although  lower  grade 
pieces,  such  as  AU  and  lower  MS  ranges,  are  not 
difficult  to  find.  Take  note  that  in  just  one  numerical 
grade  higher,  MS-65,  this  coin  jumps  to  the  $7,000 
range — something  to  ponder  regarding  value! ..  1,850 

1898- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Attractive  and  affordable, 

sure  to  please .  575 

Nearly  Gem  1899-S  $20 
Set  Registry^“  Quafity 

1899- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  stmek  with  fight 

yellow  gold  lustre.  Just  three  examples  of  this  is¬ 
sue  have  been  certified  in  finer  grades .  3,000 
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Opinions  on  the  Economy 

“The  economic  prospects  for  average  Americans  are  deteriorating.  Unemployment 
is  rising,  job  insecurity  is  increasing,  personal  income  growth  has  stalled,  health  care 
costs  are  soaring,  pension  values  have  plummeted,  and  states  are  cutting  back  on 
education,  transportation,  and  other  services  while  hiking  real  estate,  sales,  and  income 
taxes.”  (Laura  d’Andrea  Tyson  in  Business  Week) 

Editor’s  comment:  The  best  way  to  stimulate  the  economy  is  to  reduce  taxes,  eliminate 
the  double  taxation  of  corporate  earnings  and  dividends,  etc.,  and  put  more  money  in 
the  hands  of  the  people,  who,  we  believe,  can  do  a  better  job  of  stimulating  the  grass¬ 
roots  economy  than  the  government  can. 

Also,  a  zero-base  analysis  should  be  done.  If  a  government  service  /  department  / 
entity  exists  today,  it  should  be  reviewed  with  this  question:  If  it  did  not  exist,  would  we 
create  it  now?  Put  Ms.  Tyson  in  charge  of  such  an  analysis  group.  Or  put  anyone  in  charge 
who  has  a  lot  of  common  sense  mixed  with  business  savvy  and  humanitarianism  /  altruism, 
but  without  regard  to  political  correctness. 

As  a  logical  part  of  such  a  procedure,  the  federal  government  as  well  as  many  (but  not 
all)  states  must  arrange  their  business  so  that  outgo  balances  income. 

Further,  it  might  be  time  for  a  citizen-committee  oversight  on  pork-barrel  spending 
by  Congress.  I  believe  we  all  know  that  if  some  well-tenured  senators  want  a  dam,  canal, 
subsidy  for  special  interests,  etc.,  passed  for  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars,  or  even 
billions,  this  is  often  easily  done.  However,  cultural  projects  do  not  have  lobbying  clout, 
and  even  our  own  (the  nation’s)  Smithsonian  Institution  must  struggle  to  make  ends 
meet,  as  do  any  number  of  other  museums,  theatres,  and  other  entities  that  enrich  the 
lives  of  all  involved.  Very  few  pork  barrel  projects  enrich  anyone  except  special  interests. 


Impressive  1903-S  Double  Eagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1903-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Exceptional  quality  with 
brilliant  yellow  gold  lustre.  A  delightful  example. 
Just  five  finer  MS-65  examples  have  been  certi¬ 
fied  by  PCGS .  2,600 

Mint  State  1905  Double  Eagle 
A  Condition  Rarity 

1905  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  deep 
yellow  gold  surfaces  and  splashes  of  rose  toning. 
This  is  very  sharply  struck.  Just  58,910  circulation 
strikes  were  minted,  the  second  lowest  produc¬ 
tion  of  any  Liberty  double  eagle  from  the  20th 
cenmry.  This  example  is  seldom  encountered  in 
higher  grades .  3,850 

Important  1906-D  $20 
First  Denver  Mint  Issue 
Set  Registry^”^  Quality 

1906-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  stunning  Mint  State  ex¬ 
ample  has  exceptional  surfeces  for  the  grade  and  lovely 
fiwsty  yellow  gold  lustre.  Highly  attractive  and  truly  a 
coin  that  will  please  even  the  most  discriminating  of 
collectors.  A  condition  rarity  with  just  a  single  finer 
MS-65  example  certified  by  PCGS . 3,000 

1906- S  AU-58  (PCGS,  Bass).  Satiny  yellow  gold 

with  virtually  complete  lustre.  From  the  Bass 
Collection .  529 

Choice  1907-S  Double  Eagle 

1907- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  example 

with  frosty  yellow  gold  lustre  and  sharp  design 
features .  1,675 

Saint-Gaudens  Double  Eagles 


Outstanding  MCMVII  High  Relief  $20 
MCMVn  (1907)  High  Relief.  Wire  Edge.  MS- 

64  (PCGS).  This  is  a  sensational  example  with 
choice  surfaces  and  satiny  yellow  gold  lustre.  The 
surfaces  are  pristine  and  this  lovely  double  eagle 
possesses  exceptional  aesthetic  appeal  for  the 
grade.  If  you  have  been  seeking  an  example  of  this 
issue  for  your  collection,  the  present  opportunity 
should  not  be  missed.  We  recommend  a  phone 
call  as  soon  as  you  see  this  hsting.  Who  knows, 
perhaps  you  will  be  the  first  to  call! . 18,900 

Lovely  MCMVII  High  Relief  $20 
MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief  Wire  Edge.  MS- 

62  (NGC).  Another  impressive  example  of  this 
highly  popular  issue.  Light  yellow  gold  with  sat¬ 
iny  lustre.  Every  numismatist  wants  to  own  one 
of  these,  but  only  a  few  thousand  exist  in  all  grades 
today.  If  this  classic  is  on  your  “want  hst,”  check 
this  piece  for  quahty  and  value! . 1 1,500 

Choice  1907  Saint-Gaudens  $20 
Arabic  Numerals 

1907  Saint-Gaudens.  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant 
and  attractive .  1,500 

Choice  1909  Double  Eagle 
1909  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  deep  yellow  gold  with 
soft  frosty  lustre.  An  appealing  example  for  the 


connoisseur .  2,700 

1909  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant .  625 


“Lots  of  Value”  1909-D  Double  Eagle! 

1909-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Elusive  date  with  above  av¬ 
erage  eye  appeal.  Take  note  that  in  just  one  ntimeriail 
grade  above,  this,  MS-65,  this  date  and  mint  is  valued  at 
about  $30, 000!  If  we  were  assembling  a  high  grade 
set  of  Saint-Gaudens  twenties  and,  regardless  of 
our  bank  account,  wanted  what  seems  to  be  a 
great  value  for  the  money,  we  would  jump  on  this 

one!  Think  about  it . 6,950 

1909-D  AU-58  (NGC).  A  lustrous  example  with 
light  yellow  gold  surfaces.  Highly  attractive  and 

desirable .  1,200 

DISPLAY  AND  ENJOY  YOUR  COINS!  Our  “Eagle” 


notebook  albums  with  easily  removable  clear  plastic  pages  for 
the  storage  and  enjoyable  display  of  your  certified  coins  fill  the 
bill — and  at  low  cost.  Instead  of  having  your  “slabs”  rattle 
around  in  a  box,  display  and  appreciate  them! 

Choice  Mint  State  1909-S  $20 

1909- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  very 
lustrous.  A  “high  end”  example  among  MS-64 
double  eagles.  Not  often  seen  this  nice.  ..  1,450 

Highly  Lustrous  1910-D  Double  Eagle 

1910- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  nice  original  piece  with 

super  eye  appeal.  A  really  dandy  1910-D.  Lucky 
you,  if  you  are  the  buyer!  .  3,250 

Gem  1910-D  Double  Eagle 

1910- D  AU-58  (NGC).  Most  lustre  still  re¬ 
mains . 445 

Scarce  Mint  State  1911  Double  Eagle 

1911  MS-63  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous .  1,875 

1911- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Above  average  in  quality, 

so-called  “high  end”  or  “premium  quahty,”  to 
our  eye .  1,300 

191 1-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold  with  a 
hint  of  pink  toning .  575 

1912  AU-53  (PCGS) . 450 

Choice  Mint  State  1913  Double  Eagle 

1913  MS-63  (NGC).  A  highly  lustrous  example  of 

this  somewhat  elusive  date .  1 ,800 

1913  MS-62  (PCGS).  An  MS-62  with  the  eye  appeal 
of  a  higher  grade.  It  seems  to  us  that  if  just  a  notch  higher, 
in  MS-63  grade,  the  1913  trades  for  about  $4,000,  this 
coin  offers  a  lot  of  value.  Even  if  you  are  a  multi-million¬ 
aire  (which  you  probably  are  not),  there  is  something  to  be 
said for  buying  wisely — and^tting  a  lot  of  value  for  the  price 
you  pay.  Or,  at  least  that  is  what  we  would  do . 825 

Choice  Mint  State  1913-D  $20 

1913- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bnlhant  and  lustrous.  A 
lovely  specimen  of  this  early  Denver  Mint  double 
eagle,  just  right  for  a  date  and  mint  collection!  1,600 

Gem  1914-D  $20  Saint 

1914- D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lovely  example  with 

deep  orange  gold  lustre  and  frosty  surfaces.  Hand 
picked  for  its  lovely  appearance!  .  2,900 

Gem  1915-S  Double  Eagle 

1915- S  MS-65  (NGC).  An  absolutely  gorgeous 

example  with  deep  and  frosty  yellow  gold  lustre. 
Typical  “orange  peel”  surface  as  almost  always 
seen  on  this  issue .  1,975 

Eye-Appealing  1915-S  Double  Eagle 

1915- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Super  eye  appeal  has  this 
1 9 1 5-S  in  the  view  of  Pam  Roberts ,  who  was  the 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  staffer  who  added 
it  to  this  hst.  Indeed,  we  concur — it  is  one  of  the 
nicest  we  have  seen  in  quite  some  time.  ..  2,150 

Gem  1916-S  $20  Gold 
Set  Registry'*'*'*  Quality 

1916- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  greenish  gold. 

Important  as  the  last  double  eagle  minted  prior  to 
the  World  War  (after  which  coinage  resumed  in 
1920) .  2,250 

1920  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
rich  yellow  gold  surfaces .  839 

1922- S  MS-61  (AN ACS).  An  attractive  example 

with  lustrous  yellow  gold  surfaces .  1,125 

Gem  1923-D  Saint-Gaudens  $20 

1923- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  pristine  gem  with 

highly  lustrous  and  frosty  yellow  gold  surfaces. 
This  is  the  most  plentiful  Denver  Mint  issue  and 
a  candidate  for  the  type  collector  seeking  coins 
from  this  facihty .  2,900 

Gem  1924  Double  Eagle 
1924  MS-66  (PCGS).  Exceptional  quality  with 
briUiant  and  frosty  yellow  gold  lustre  and  sharp 
design  features.  This  is  the  gem  quality  example 


you  have  been  searching  for .  2,750 

1924  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold  lustre  with 

splashes  of  coppery  orange  toning .  590 

1924  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  435 

1924  MS-61  (NGC).  Bnlhant .  439 

Choice  Mint  State  1924-D  $20 
Set  Registry Quality 

1924-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  example 
with  pristine  surfaces  and  considerable  aesthetic 
appeal.  Rich  yellow  gold  lustre  is  evident  on  both 
obverse  and  reverse  with  extremely  sharp  design 
elements.  With  this  coin  we  cross  the  threshold 
into  the  land  ofmintmarked  rarities  in  the  double 
eagle  series — a  grand  adventure! .  8,900 

Choice  1924-D  $20  Gold 
1924-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Attractive  hght  yellow 
gold  with  orange  overtones.  This  is  a  delightful 
example  for  the  connoisseur.  Wow!  A  second 
example  of  this  seldom-seen  coin!  .  5,800 

Mint  State  1924-D  $20 
1924-D  MS-61  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  hght 
yellow  gold  lustre  and  a  hint  of  pinkish  toning. 
And,  would  you  beheve  it,  yet  another!  A  value- 
priced  example  of  the  famous  1924-D,  highly  af¬ 
fordable!  . 2,400 

Choice  1924-S  Double  Eagle 
Classic  Rarity 

1924-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  rich 
yellow  gold  lustre.  Wisps  of  green  highhght  this 
example.  A  classic  rarity,  another  seldom-seen 
late-date  Saint-Gaudens  mintmark.  Not  often  do 


we  have  one  for  sale .  5,900 

Superb  Gem  1925  $20 
1925  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilhant  and  lustrous.  A 
popular  date  in  an  “ultra”  grade .  2,750 


Important  1925-D  Double  Eagle 
Set  Registry^*'*  Quality 

1925- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  lustrous 

yellow  gold  sur&ces  and  hints  of  pinkish  toning.  An 
elusive  issue.  This  is  an  important  opportunity  for 
which  we  surest  a  quick  phone  call . 7,800 

Important  1926-S  Double  Eagle 
High  Grade,  High  Quality 
Erstwhile  Great  Rarity 

1926- S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen,  one 

of  the  finest  encountered  at  this  grade  level,  of  a 
coin  that  decades  ago  was  considered  to  be  one  of 
America’s  greatest  gold  rarities.  Since  that  time, 
some  have  come  to  hght  in  overseas  hoards,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  1950s  through  Paul  Witthn,  but 
even  today  the  issue  remains  elusive — ^with  a 
population  only  in  the  hundreds.  A  very  “high 
end”  MS-64  coin  deserving  of  the  attention  of  the 
speciahst  and  connoisseur .  5,900 

This  particular  piece  is  from  a  very  early  state  of  the  die  with 
raised  finish  lines,  mostly  vertical,  discernible  under  high  mag¬ 
nification,  the  first  such  early  impression  we  can  recall  seeing. 
The  specialist  in  the  style  of  the  late  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.,  who 
enjoyed  studying  coins  in  minute  detail,  will  find  this  feature  to 
be  a  bonus,  although  no  premium  is  charged  for  it. 

Choice  1926-S  Double  Eagle 
1926-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Surprise!  Another  specimen 
of  this  scarce  issue.  Actually,  having  multiple  rari¬ 
ties  is  not  significantly  unusual  here  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries.  We  remember  one  fine  day  in 
which  three  of  the  10  known  1884  trade  dollars 
were  in  our  bank  vault  at  the  same  time!  Such  are 
the  dehghts  of  professional  numismatics!  A  fuUy 
brilhant  with  deep  yellow  gold  lustre . 5,900 

Important  1926-S  Double  Eagle 
1926-S  MS-63  (NGC).  And,  stiU  they  come!  Here 
is  another  very  worthwhile  specimen  of  this  6mous 
late-date  double  eagle,  a  coin  that  is  at  once  bril¬ 
hant,  lustrous,  and  very  attractive.  As  noted,  the 
1926-S  double  eagle  is  steeped  in  a  great  amount 
of  coin  lore,  being  one  of  the  key  issues  of  the  de¬ 
cade  of  the  1 920s,  and  a  piece  that  prior  to  the  early 
1950s  was  virtually  impossible  to  find.  Afterward, 
some  pieces  came  to  hght  in  overseas  vaults,  in¬ 
creasing  the  supply,  but  today  examples  still  remain 
elusive  in  comparison  to  the  demand  for  them.  The 

present  piece  is  quite  nice . 3,650 

1927  MS-65  (NGC).  Pleasing  surfaces.  Not  rare, 
just  lovely.  A  candidate  for  a  gold  type  set.  .1,150 


1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  dehghtful  gem  with  bril¬ 

hant  yellow  gold  lustre.  We  have  just  purchased 
a  little  group  of  these — and  invite  you  to  buy  one 
fbr .  995 

1928  MS-65  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre,  brilliant,  and 

nicely  struck.  Among  MS-65  coins  this  piece  is 
of  hand  selected  quahty .  995 

1928  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  that  will  pro¬ 

duce  a  smug  feehng  of  ownership  of  a  beautiful 
coin  each  time  you  view  it .  1 , 1 50 

Splendid  1929  $20  Famous  Rarity 
High  Grade,  Notable  Quality 

1929  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  “high  end”  specimen  of  this 

classic  rarity,  one  of  the  most  lustrous,  most  attractive 
we  have  seen  at  this  grade  level — a  coin  with  a  lot  of 
‘  ‘hfe.  ’  ’  The  fields  are  lustrous  rich  yellow-oiange  gold. 
The  1 929,  made  in  quantity  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint, 
was  one  of a  number  of  issues  that  were  stored  by  the 
Treasury  Department  and  not  released  in  quantity 
into  circulation.  Y ears  later,  after  the  mid  1 930s,  they 
went  to  the  melting  pot,  forever  destroying  such  nu¬ 
mismatic  treasures.  Today,  the  offering  of  a  1929 
double  eagle  is  an  event  of  importance,  no  matter 
what  the  grade  of  the  coin  might  be.  A  high  quality 
piece  such  as  this  is  particularly  so .  23,000 


COMMEMORATIVE 
SILVER  COINS 


1893  Isabella  quarter.  AU-58  PL  (NGC).  Lightly 
toned  with  very  minor  hairhnes  and  fuUy  reflec¬ 
tive  mirrored  fields .  579 

1893  Isabella.  AU-58.  Brilhant  and  lustrous.  A 
very  pleasing  coin  that  some  might  even  call  Mint 
State . 350 

Superb  Lafayette  Dollar 
1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mostly 
white,  very  attractive.  We  don’t  see  them  this  nice 
very  often.  The  Lafayette  dollar  is  one  of  those 
coins  that  become  logarithmically  rare  as  the  grade 
increases  notch  by  notch.  In  MS-65  grade  the 
1900  Lafayette  is  at  least  a  hundred  times  rarer, 
perhaps  a  couple  hundreds  of  times  rarer,  than  in, 
say,  MS-60  preservation . 10,300 

Choice  1900  Lafayette  Dollar 
Lustrous  Mint  State 

1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
and  highly  lustrous  with  a  wisp  of  hght  gold  ton¬ 
ing.  An  especially  nice  example!  .  1,550 

1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-60  (ANACS).  A 
pleasing  example  with  brilhant  lustre  and  pale 

gold  toning .  679 

COMMEMORATIVES  YOU  CAN  DISPLAY  WITH 
PRIDE:  The  Bowers  and  Merena  difference  is  quitUty.  Let  us 
help  you  build  a  fine  collection  ofeommemoratives,  combining 
excellent  quality  and  value  for  the  price  paid. 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Gold  and 

gray  toning  over  pleasing  free  surfaces . 239 

1921  Alabama  2X2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Well  struck 
and  highly  lustrous.  Light  golden  toning.  Fairly 

scarce  at  this  high  level .  1 ,050 

1921  Alabama  2X2.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
with  satiny  lustre  and  a  touch  of  hght  toning  on 

the  obverse .  530 

1936  Albany.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  fuUy  briUiant  ex¬ 
ample  with  exceptional  eye  appeal . 325 

1936  Albany.  MS-63  (PCGS) .  245 

1937  Antietam.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  briUiant  gem 

example .  800 

1937  Antietam.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck 

with  satiny  lustre .  650 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 
with  briUiant  lustre . 95 

1938- S  Arkansas.  MS-64  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre  with 

champagne  toning .  185 

1939- S  Arkansas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  cham¬ 
pagne  toning.  FuUy  lustrous .  1,050 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-64  (PCGS).  FuUy  briUiant 
with  satiny  lustre .  175 


Original  version  of  the  Maine  quarter  dollar  by  Brian  Kent,  shown  at  the 
left  and  quite  artistic  from  a  technical  viewpoint  (asymmetric  composition,  for 
example),  has  been  replaced  by  the  Mint  staff  “improving”  the  design  which,  to 
most  people  conversant  with  Graphic  Arts-101  is  confusing,  as  now  two  large 
pine  trees  compete  for  the  eye.  (Image  from  Coin  World) 
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1641  Numiematice 


Among  interesting  books  your  editor 
has  perused  lately  is  one  by  John  Warner 
Barber,  The  History  and  Antiquities  of  New 
England,  New  York  and  New  Jersey, 
published  in  Worcester,  Massachusetts, 
1 841 .  A  section  of  this  book  was  devoted 
to  coinage,  being  among  the  earlier 
illustrated  accounts  we  have  found. 
Certain  parts  of  the  Barber  narrative 
were  adapted  from  Governor 
Hutchinson’s  History  of  Massascbusetts. 
Among  the  illustrations  are  those  shown 
here,  copper  coins  of  the  states: 


1935  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous .  109 

1935  Boone.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning 
over  lustrous  surfaces .  89 

Gem  1935  “Small  1934” 

-PDS  Boone  Set 

1935  “Small  1934”  Boone  PDS  Set.  MS-66 

(NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful,  about  as  nice  as  the 
day  that  each  individual  piece  was  struck!  This  is  the 
be-all  and  end-aU  among  low  mintage  20th  century 
sets,  with  just  2,003  Denver  Mint  coins  struck  and 
just  2,004  San  Francisco  issues!  In  their  day  these 
pieces  created  a  great  sensation,  forever  changing  the 
rare  coin  hobby,  the  details  of  which  are  given  in 
Dave  Bowers’  best  seUing  book.  Commemorative 
Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encydopedia 
(now  out  of  print;  however,  if  you  buy  this  and  want 
a  Xerox  copy  of  this  part  of  the  book,  just  mention 
this  to  A1  PinkaU  or  Melissa  Karstedt  when  you  or¬ 
der)  .  T oday  in  2003  it  is  not  often  that  such  a  superb 

quahty  set  is  encountered . 3,300 

1935-D  Boone  with  small  “1934.”  MS-64 
(PCGS).  An  exceptional  example  for  the  grade 
with  smooth,  satiny  white  lustre.  Only  2,000 
were  released.  Isn’t  the  price  amazingly  low?  We 
think  so! .  529 

1936  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  AbriUiantgemwith 

satiny  lustre .  299 

1937  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 

with  a  hint  ofhght  champagne  toning .  108 

1938  Boone.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  satiny  lus¬ 
tre .  325 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-62  (PCGS).  An  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  with  satiny  lustre . 275 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

lustrous  with  dehcate  golden  toning .  600 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Briftiant  and  lus¬ 
trous .  169 

1925-S  California.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden 
and  iridescent  toning  over  lustrous  surfaces.  A 
superb  coin  from  a  visual  viewpoint,  a  piece  of 


“must  have”  quahty!  Seldom  encountered  so 

nice .  1,230 

1925-S  California.  MS-65  (PCGS).  FuUy  bril¬ 
liant  with  satiny  lustre  and  very  shghtly  reflective 

fields .  1,050 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

with  satiny  lustre.  Scarce  so  fine .  709 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Gem  quahty 

with  fuUy  briUiant  silver  lustre .  700 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  white  lus¬ 
tre  with  a  trace  of  ivory  toning .  115 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-64  (NGC).  Satiny  and  lus¬ 
trous .  115 

1936  Columbia.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  qual¬ 
ity  with  satiny  lustre .  225 

1936  Columbia.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive 

with  briUiant  white  lustre .  205 

1936-S  Columbia.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

lustrous .  255 

1936-S  Columbia.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous . . .  225 


Proof  1892  Columbian  Half  Dollar 

1892  Columbian.  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 

Mirror  hke  surfaces.  The  number  ofProofs  of  this 
issue  is  very  smaU,  such  pieces  seem  to  have  been 
made  only  during  the  very  early  period  of  strik¬ 
ing,  and  for  presentation,  not  for  general  sale  to 
numismatists .  3,950 

1893  Columbian.  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant  and 

frosty .  200 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden 
brown  toning  subdues  the  satiny  lustre.  The  re¬ 
verse  is  Ughter  with  ivory  lustre .  345 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Mostly  briUiant 

with  Ught  gold  toning . 235 

1936  Delaware.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brUliant  and 

attractive  example  with  a  touch  of  champagne 
toning .  245 

1936  Elgin.  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  with  attractive  satin  lustre  and  a  trace  of 

very  hght  champagne  toning .  450 

1936  Elgin.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 

satin  lustre  and  subhminal  toning .  200 

1936  Elgin.  MS-63  (PCGS).  FuUy  briUiant  and  lus¬ 
trous  with  very  faint  gold  toning .  199 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  satiny 
gem  has  sharp  design  elements  and  fuU  lustre.  An 

exceptional  example .  675 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  .  379 
1922  Grant  Plain.  MS-62  (PCGS).  FuUy  briUiant 
with  a  trace  of  peripheral  toning .  115 

Choice  1922  Grant  Half  Dollar 
Rare  With  Star  Variety 
1922  Grant  with  Star.  MS-63  (NGC).  An  attractive 
Mint  State  example  with  lovely  satin  lustre  and  bright 
silver  sur&ces.  Heavy  die  pohsh  lines  in  the  fields  are 
typical  ofaU  genuine  examples  of  this  issue.  There  is 
much  numismatic  lore  concemirrg  this  issue — which, 
before  the  commemorative  boom  of 1935-1 936,  was 
considered  to  be  the  rarity  that  everyone  wanted! 
T  oday  it  is  even  rarer,  but  with  aU  of  the  media  stuff, 
sometimes  true  rarity  gets  lost  in  the  shuffle! ...  1 ,750 
1935  Hudson.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  briUiant  ex¬ 
ample  with  frosty  white  lustre.  Quite  lovely.  Only 
10,000  were  released .  645 

1935  Hudson.  MS-63  (PCGS).  FuUy  briUiant  with 

frosty  silver  lustre . . .  625 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 

example  with  considerable  aesthetic  appeal.  We 
are  sure  you  wiU  be  dehghted .  465 

1946  Iowa.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attrac¬ 
tive .  135 

1925  Lexington.  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant  with 

exceptional  satiny  surfaces . . .  199 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant. ..  189 

1920  Maine.  MS-66  (PCGS).  AljrilUantgemwith 

satiny  white  lustre .  1,275 

1934  Maryland.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden 

toning  over  lustrous,  frosty  surfaces .  885 

1934  Maryland.  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  140 

Lustrous  1921  Missouri  Half  Dollar 
Plain  Variety 

1921  Missouri.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  ton¬ 

ing  over  richly  lustrous  surfeces.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men,  far  finer  than  usually  seen .  1 ,675 

1921  Missouri.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  scarce  commemorative  issue.  Frosty 

and  briUiant .  865 

1921  Missouri.  AU-58  (NGC).  BriUiant  with  light 

golden  toning .  360 

1921  Missouri.  AU-50  (ICG).  Light  gray  with  con¬ 
siderable  lustre  and  few  very  minor  hairUnes.  269 
1923-S  Monroe.  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant.  ...  175 
1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-66  (PCGS).  DeUcate 

golden  toning  over  lustrous  surfaces .  665 

1938  New  RocheUe.  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant  with 
one  tiny  toning  spot  on  front  of  cow’s  hock.  380 
1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-64  (PCGS).  FuUy  bril- 

hant  with  lovely  satin  lustre .  350 

1938  NewRocheUe.  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant  with 

satiny  lustre .  325 

1938  New  RocheUe.  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant  and 

lustrous  with  faint  champagne  toning .  289 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-67  (PCGS).  FuUy  briUiant  with 
outstanding  white  lustre  on  both  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse .  675 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-66  (PCGS)  BriUiant .  485 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  dehghtful  ex¬ 
ample  with  satiny  lustre.  This  issue  has  a  very  in¬ 
tricate  design,  and  is  usuaUy  found  in  higher 
grades .  450 


1936  Norfolk.  MS-63  (PCGS).  FuUy  bnlhant  with 

satiny  white  lustre .  360 

1926  Oregon.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  fuUy  briUiant  gem 

example .  260 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  silver 

surfaces  with  faint  iridescent  toning .  170 

1928  Oregon.  MS-67  (PCGS).  FuUy  white  with 

super  eye  appeal .  1 ,650 

1928  Oregon  Trail.  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  199 

1933- D  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful 

gem  with  frosty  silver  lustre .  485 

1934- D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant  with 

frosty  white  lustre .  200 

1936  Oregon  Trail.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  toning 

over  deeply  lustrous  surfaces .  135 

1937-D  Oregon.  MS-67  (NGC).  Gorgeous  deli¬ 
cate  toning  over  deeply  lustrous  surfaces.  ...  510 
1938  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  FuUy  briUiant  with 

frosty  white  lustre .  225 

1939-S  Oregon  TraU.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  dehght¬ 
ful  example  with  satiny  silver  surfaces .  479 


Gem  1915-S  Panama-Pacific 
HalfDollar 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril- 
Uant  with  rich,  deep  lustre.  Nicely  struck  and  with 
a  great  deal  of  old  fashioned  eye  appeal.  A  “high 
end”  example,  a  duphcate  of  which  wonld  be  dif¬ 
ficult  to  locate .  2,750 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Lightly  toned.  A  very  attractive  and  very  choice 
specimen  of  this  highly  important  issue ...  1 ,280 
1920  PUgrim.  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant  and  lus¬ 
trous .  540 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant  and  lus¬ 
trous .  159 

SUBSCRIBE  TODAY!  Don’t  miss  a  single  Rare  Coin 
Review  or  the  Coin  Collector.  Send  us  your  new  subscription  or 
renew  today! ! !  And,  do  you  know  that  it  costs  us  abou  t  TWI CE 
the  price  you  pay  to  produce  and  deliver  these  issues  to  you!  It 
is  true.  For  this  reason,  subscriptions  are  solicited  only  from 
active  buyers,  as  each  has  to  pay  its  way. 


1921  PUgrim.  MS-63  (NGC).  A  deUghtful  example 
with  frosty  silver  lustre .  175 

1936  Rbode  Island.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  wonder¬ 
ful  gem  with  fuUy  briUiant  lustre  and  wisps  of  light 
gold  toning .  490 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-65  (NGC).  FuUy  briUiant 

■with  frosty  white  lustre .  239 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely 
gem  example  -with  briUiant  lustre  and  faint  ton¬ 
ing .  225 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  few  -wisps  of 
golden  toning  over  superb  lustrous  surfaces.  259 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive 
■with  briUiant  white  lustre .  239 

1936  Robinson.  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  ...  119 

1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  outstand¬ 
ing  gem  -with  hght  toning .  209 

1935- S  San  Diego.  MS-63  (PCGS) .  85 

1936- D  San  Diego.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  briUiant 

gem  example .  145 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply 
struck  -with  satiny  lustre.  An  attractive  example 
from  an  issue  that  is  generaUy  found  -with  less  eye 
appeal .  600 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 1,550 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  A 
lovely  gem  example  of  one  of  the  key  issues 
needed  to  complete  a  set  of  commemorative  types 
of  the  “classic”  era  1892-1954 .  1,225 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant, 

choice,  and  thoroughly  appeaUng.  Always  in  great 
demand .  995 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  575 

1936  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  desirable  gem  ex¬ 

ample  -with  satiny  white  lustre  and  faint  amber 
toning .  245 

1936  Texas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  115 

1936-D  Texas.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem 
example  with  satiny  silver  lustre  and  attractive  iri¬ 
descent  toning  along  the  borders .  640 


Superb  1938-PDS  Texas  Set 
1938  Texas  PDS  Set.  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
beautiful.  A  very  high  quahty  trio,  the  scarcest  ofaU 
Texas  sets  and  the  most  desirable,  but  not  often  en¬ 
countered  in  this  elegant  high  condition . 5,100 

1938  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  ■with 

faint  toning  over  briUiant  lustre .  525 

1938-D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Exceptional  qual¬ 
ity  ■with  satiny  briUiance .  595 

1938-D  Texas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  delightful  ex¬ 
ample  ■with  fuUy  briUiant  lustre .  295 

Gem  1925  Fort  Vancouver  HalfDollar 
1925  Vancouver.  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant  and  lus¬ 
trous,  a  highly  attractive  coin  which  matches  a  high 
numerical  grade  with  superb  eye  appeal,  the  last  being 
even  more  important  than  the  number  assigned — as 
Vancouver  half  doUars  in  particular  are  not  easUy 
found  by  anyone  with  the  sharp  eye  ofa  connoisseur. 
The  coin  offered  here  is  a  happy  exception.  ..  1,500 
1925  Vancouver.  MS-63  (PCGS).  FuUy  brilliant 

■with  exceptional  eye  appeal .  479 

1946  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant  ■with  faint 

peripheral  gold  toning .  45 

1946  B.T.W.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bnlhant . 45 

1946- S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Splashes  of  golden 

toning.  ExceptionaUy  high-grade .  179 

1947- D  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  ...  125 

1947-S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A 

lustrous  gem . 95 


1948  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 

example  with  briUiant  white  lustre .  420 

1948-D  Booker  T.  Washington  MS-65  (NGC). 
FuUy  briUiant  ■with  hght  peripheral  toning. ...  70 

1948- S  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 79 

1949  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril- 

hant  and  frosty .  80 

1949- D  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 89 

1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent 

obverse  ■with  fuUy  briUiant  reverse .  235 

1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  119 

1949- S  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS) .  109 

1 950- S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A 

briUiant  gem  example . 45 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant . 45 

1951- S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant  with  hght 

amber  toning .  235 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Outstanding  gem 

quahty  ■with  briUiant  silver  lustre . ,...  225 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  briUiant  ex¬ 
ample .  235 

1936  York.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  ex¬ 
ample .  185 

1936  York.  MS-64  (NGC).  Exceptional  quahty  ■with 

frosty  lustre  and  faint  peripheral  toning .  190 

1936  York.  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  175 

1936  York.  MS-63  (PCGS).  FuUy  briUiant  ■with 
frosty  silver  lustre .  165 


GOLD 

COMMEMORATIVES 

A  nice  selection  of  popular  issues  from  1903  onward. 

Gem  1903  McKinley  Gold  $1 
1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition.  McKinley 
gold$l.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  lustre  ■with  won¬ 
derful  bright  yeUow  gold  sur&ces . 3,200 

Mint  State  1903  McKinley  Gold  $1 
Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  Issue 
1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition. 
McKinley  gold  $1.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply 
struck  ■with  rich  yeUow  gold  lustre  and  splashes  of 
deep  orange  toning  on  the  reverse .  1,800 

Nearly  Gem  1905  Lewis  and 
Clark  Gold  $1 

1905  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  $1.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Proofhke  lustre  ■with  lovely  yeUow  gold  lustre.  A 
wonderful  example  of  this  very  scarce  issue.  It  has 
been  our  experience  that  this  is  far  and  away  the 
rarest  commemorative  gold  dollar  at  this  grade  level — 
dozens  of  times  rarer  than  the  1922  Grant!  . . .  6,500 

Gem  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  Gold  $1 
1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  $1.  MS-65 

(PCGS).  Lustrous  hght  yeUow  gold  ■with  a  hint  of 
pink.  A  classic  issue  distributed  in  connection 
■with  one  of  the  most  successful  expositions  ever 
held  in  America .  2,860 

Gem  1915-S  Panama-Pacific 
Quarter  Eagle 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  $2.50.  MS-65  (PCGS). 
A  wonderful  gem  ■with  frosty  yeUow  gold  lustre 
and  pristine  surfaces .  5,800 

Gem  1916  McKinley  Gold  $1 
1916  McKinley  gold  $1.  MS-65  (PCGS).  An 
exceptional  example  ■with  pinkish  gold  lustre  and 

frosty  surfaces .  2,860 

1916  McKinley  gold  $1  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  at¬ 
tractive  specimen  ■with  lustrous  hght  yeUow  gold 
surfaces  and  hints  of  pinkish  toning .  1,175 

Lustrous  1922  Grant  Gold  Dollar 
Variety  with  Star 

1922  Grant  gold  $1.  With  Star.  AU-58  (PCGS). 
BriUiant  ■with  satiny  lustre.  Just  the  barest  touch 
of  friction  is  visible,  mostly  under  magnification, 
and  a  couple  of  marks  are  seen — but,  all  told, 
quite  pleasing  in  its  aspect .  1,575 

Gem  1922  Grant  Gold  Dollar 
Plain  Variety 

1922  Grant  gold  $1.  Plain.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply 
struck  ■with  frosty  hght  yeUow  gold  lustre.  A  few 

minor  orange  toning  spots  are  -visible . 3,500 

1926  Sesquicentennial  $2.50.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A 
briUiant  example  -with  rich  rose  gold  lustre.  625 
1926  Sesquicentennial  $2.50.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A 
briUiant  example  with  faint  lilac  toning  along  the 
obverse  border .  395 


Call  Toll  Free  to  Order 
1-800-222-5993 
or 

Fax  Your  Order 
603-569-5319 
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Books  for  Sale 

Special  Discount  Prices  - 
This  Week’s  Book  Specials 

No  further  discounts  apply. 

Prices  do  not  include  shipping  and  handling. 


Scott  Travers’ 

Top  88  Coins  Over  $100 

Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Collecting  Coins  and 
Making  Money,  A  Peek 
at  the  19th  Century 

Introduction  By  Q.  David  Bowers 


(oJlecUng  (pins 
^Making 


This  book  draws  a  road  map  detailing  both 
the  hits  and  the  misses— the  coins  that,  in  his 
opinion,  represent  good  values  or  thatyou  should 
steer  clear  of.  134  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BTR-950. 

List  $11.95 

Special  Price:  $8.95 

The  Treasure  Ship 
S.S.  Brother  Jonathan 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 


K  {>.-,L..i  if.  Phi 
fiU«jdasliont>^0  David Bowers 


In  this  delightful  book  we  have  reprinted  some 
of  our  favorite  articles  from  the  19  th  century.  A  lot 
of  fun,  informative  reading.  1 92  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-401. 

List  $29.95 

Special  Price:  $12.00 

The  Complete  Guide  to  Certified 
Barber  Coinage 

By  David  And John  Feigenbaum 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Certified  Barber  Coinage 


!a»rtd &}ulm  Fctieidnrui 


Chronicles  of  this  ill-frted  vessel,  its  loss  and 
recovery,  plus  stories  of  the  Gold  Rush  in  San 
Francisco  and  a  history  of  the  San  Francisco 
Mint.  416  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-406. 
List  $69.95 

Special  Price:  $52.00 


An  in-depth  survey  of  the  Mint  State  certi¬ 
fied  coins  of  aU  three  Barber  series;  the  dimes, 
quarten,  and  half  dollars  1892-1916. 160  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-750. 

List:  $35.00 

Special  Price:  $26.50 


Everybody  loves  a  discount,  and  if  you  are  a  book  buyer,  you  have  come  to  the  right  place. 
Pick  out  the  titles  you  want,  and  no  matter  what  the  size  of  your  order,  take  a  1 0%  discount  off  the 
top!  Or,  if  your  order  totals  SlOO  or  more  list  prices — not  hard  to  do  with  aU  of  the  good  tides  we 
offer — take  a  generous  20%  discount!  This  is  our  way  ofhelpingyou  build  your  hbrary,  helpingyou 
gain  knowledge,  and  helping  you  enjoy  numismatics.  Each  and  every  book  is  guaranteed  to  please 
you  1 00%,  or  it  can  be  returned  within  30  days  ofreceipt,  and  an  instant  refund  will  be  given.  “Eagle” 
albums  count  as  books  when  figuring  your  discount. 


Order  it  Today,  Enjoy  it  Tomorrow! 

Select  the  coins  you  want  to  buy. 

Call  our  P^re  Coin  Gallery  before  1  p.m.  Eastern  Time. 

Charge  your  order  to  Visa,  MasterCard,  AMEX,  or  Discover/Novus  or,  if 
you  have  established  credit,  ask  for  the  coins  on  approval.  We  will  need  your  street 
address  (not  box  address)  for  Federal  Express  delivery.  This  service  is  free  (upon 
request)  for  orders  of  $500  or  more;  just  $10  for  orders  under  $500. 


How 

To 

Order 


tS"By  Mail:  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
e5“By  Telephone:  Toll  free  (800)  222-5993 
(In  New  Hampshire  569-5095) 
ts*By  Fax:  (603)  569-5319 

tS”By  e-mail:  rarecoingallery@bowersandmerena.com 
tS“On  the  internet:  www.bowersand merena.com 


Terms  of  Sale 

All  coins  guaranteed  genuine. 

30-day  return  privilege  (7  days  for 
certified  coins). 

Photograde  and  ANA  grading. 

Visa,  Mastercard,  American 
Express,  and  Discover/Novus  accepted. 

Please  add  $5.00  postage  on  all  or¬ 
ders  under  $500.00. 

For  overnight  delivery  of  coins  via 
FederalExpress,  order  before  1  p.m.East- 
em  time,  upon  request.  Free  on  orders  of 
$500ormore;  $10on  orders  under$500. 


Stock  No. 

Title 

Retail  Price/Copy 

Your  Order  Price 

BAN-212 

America’s  Gold  Coinage  (hrdbd) 

15.00 

BAN-215 

America's  Large  Cent  (hrdbd) 

25.00 

BDO-500 

America’s  Money— America’s  Story  (sftbd) 

34,95 

BAN-210 

America’s  Silver  Coinage:  1794-1891  (hrdbd) 

15.00 

BAN-211 

America’s  Silver  Dollars  (hrdbd) 

25.00 

BBM-404 

American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards  (hrdbd) 

59.95 

BAN-710 

ANA  Centennial  History,  The  (2  Volumes,  hrdbd) 

159.00 

BSG-600-601 

Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  1848-1909  (sftbd)  (hrdbd) 

49,95/69.95 

BBM-309 

Basic  Guide  to  U  S.  Commemorative  Coins  (sftbd) 

14.95 

BWE-825 

Best  of  the  Washington  Quarter  Doubled  Die  Varieties,  The  (spiralbd) 

39.95 

BLE-501-504 

Bowers  and  Merena’s  “Little  Editions" 

4/$19.95 

BOW-800 

California  Coiners  and  Assayers  (hrdbd) 

49.95 

BFI-950 

Cherrypickers’  Guide  to  Rare  Die  Varities  (spiralbd) 

34.95 

BKA-900 

Civil  War  Tokens  Collectors  Guide  (sftbd) 

27.00 

BGU-108 

Coin  Collecting  for  Dummies  (sftbd) 

21.95 

BTE-800 

Coin  Lore:  The  Collected  Essays  (sftbd) 

22.00 

BAN-214 

Coinage  of  the  American  Confederation  Period  (hrdbd) 

25.00 

CWA-250 

Coin  World  Almanac  (sftbd) 

20.00 

BBM-401 

Collecting  Coins  and  Making  Money:  A  Peek  at  the  19th  Century  (sftbd) 

29.95 

BLA-109 

Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Quarters  (sftbd) 

29.95 

BLA-106A 

Complete  Guide  to  Buffalo  Nickels  (hrdbd) 

36.95 

BLA-750 

Complete  Guide  to  Certified  Barber  Coinage  (sftbd) 

35.00 

BGR-222 

Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Dimes,  The  (sftbd) 

36.95 

BBL-105 

Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes,  The  (sftbd) 

29.95 

BLA-107 

Complete  Guide  to  Lincoln  Cents,  The  (sftbd) 

43.95 

BVA-710 

Comprehensive  Catalog  and  Encyclopedia  of  Morgan  and  Peace  Dollars 

79.95 

BVA-980 

Crime  of  1873,  The  Comstock  Connection:  A  Tale  of  Mines, 
Trades  &  Morgan  Dollars  (hrdbd) 

34.95 

BCR-271 

Early  Coins  of  America  (hrdbd) 

45.00 

BOV-1 00 

Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  1794-1836  (hrdbd) 

59.95 

BNE-500 

Early  Paper  Money  of  America  (hrdbd) 

75.00 

BBR-813 

Early  Quarter  Dollars  of  the  United  States  1796-1838 

22.00 

BBM-802 

Encyclopedia  of  Automatic  Musical  Instruments  (hrdbd) 

89.95 

BSW-742 

Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Silver  &  Gold  Commemorative  Coins  1892-1989  (sftbd) 

29.95 

BMA-762 

Error  Coin  Encyclopedia  (hrdbd) 

39.95 

BRL-100 

Federal  Half  Dimes  1792-1837  (hrdbd) 

75.00 

BFI-115 

Fivaz,  Bill,  Counterfeit  Detection  Guide  (spiralbd) 

10.00 

BSN-501 

Flying  Eagle  &  Indian  Cent  Attribution  Guide  1856-1858 

2nd  Edition,  Vol.  1,  The  (spiral) 

24.50 

BSN-506 

Flying  Eagle  &  Indian  Cent  Attribution  Guide  1900-1909 

2nd  Edition,  Vol.  6,  The  (spiral) 

18.00 

BGO-300 

Gobrecht  Journal,  The:  Collective  Volume  4—1995  (hrdbd) 

44.00 

BWI-819 

Gold  Coins  of  the  Charlotte  Mint  1838-1861 

35.00 

BWI-818 

Gold  Coins  of  the  Dahlonega  Mint  1838-1861  (sftbd) 

25.00 

BMA-850 

Half  Cent  Die  State  Book  1793-1857  (hrdbd) 

75.00 

BRE-113 

History  Comes  to  Life:  Collecting  Historical  Letters  &  Documents  (hrdbd) 

29.95 

BBM-148 

Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Museum  Sylloge  (hrdbd) 

89.00 

BBM-130 

History  of  United  States  Coinage,  The  (hrdbd) 

59.95 

BWI-900 

John  Reich:  A  Numismatic  Biography  (sftbd) 

12.95 

BWI-202 

Kennedy  Half  Dollar  Book,  The  (spiralbd) 

40.00 

BBM-146A 

Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.:  King  of  Coins  (hrdbd) 

62.50 

BMA-600 

Mason’s  Stamp  &  Coin  Collector’s  Magazine  (3  volumes) 

240.00 

BRU-555 

Medallic  Portraits  of  Washington,  The  (hrdbd) 

34.95 

BMO-200 

Money  of  the  American  Colonies  and  Confederation  (hrdbd) 

100.00 

BKE-650 

National  Bank  Notes  Third  Edition 

100.00 

BHE-700 

Neighborhood  Mint  (sftbd) 

30.00 

BBM-200 

Numismatist’s  Bedside  Companion,  The  (sftbd) 

12.95 

BBM-207 

Numismatist’s  Countryside  Companion,  The  (sftbd) 

12.95 

BBM-208 

Numismatist’s  Downtown  Companion,  The  (sftbd) 

12.95 

BBM-202 

Numismatist’s  Lakeside  Companion,  The  (sftbd) 

12.95 

BBM-209 

Numismatist’s  Topside  Companion,  The  (sftbd) 

12.95 

BBM-210 

Numismatist’s  Traveling  Companion,  The  (sftbd) 

12.95 

BBM-206 

Numismatist’s  Weekend  Companion,  The  (sftbd) 

12.95 

BFR-105A 

Paper  Money  of  the  United  States  (hrdbd) 

38.50 

BSH-100 

Penny  Whimsy  (hrdbd) 

50.00 

BRU-414 

Photograde  (sftbd) 

10.95 

BBM-407 

Rare  Silver  Dollars  Dated  1804,  The  (hdbd) 

69.95 

BTR-950 

Scott  Travers’  Top  88  Coins  Over  $100  (sftbd) 

11.95 

BCW-700 

Smart  Collector:  United  States  Coin  (sftbd) 

22.00 

BDO-505 

Soho  Mint  &  Industrialization  of  Money  (hrdbd) 

75.00 

BRU-905 

Standard  Catalog  of  Hard  Time  Tokens  1832-1844  (sftbd) 

29.95 

BRU-725 

Standard  Catalog  of  U.S.  Tokens  1700-1900  (sftbd) 

47.95 

BTA-404 

Standard  Guide  to  the  Lincoln  Cent  (sftbd) 

19.95 

BCL-700/700A 

Standing  Liberty  Quarters  (sftbd)  (hrdbd) 

24.95/34.95 

BAN-213 

The  Token:  America’s  Other  Money  (hrdbd) 

25.00 

BFI-310 

The  Authoritative  Reference  on  Roosevelt  Dimes  (sftbd) 

32.95 

BBM-406 

Treasure  Ship  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan,  The  (hrdbd) 

69.95 

BFL-301 

Treasure  Hunting  Liberty  Head  Nickels  (spiralbd) 

29.95 

BFL-302 

Treasure  Hunting  Mercury  Dimes  (spiralbd) 

29,95 

BRA-511 

United  States  Clad  Coinage,  The  (sftbd) 

12.95 

BNE-798 

United  States  Copper  Cents  1816-1857  (hrdbd) 

50.00 

BBM-302 

United  States  Copper  Coins  (Action  Guide)  (sftbd) 

9.95 

BBM-135 

United  States  Gold  Coins:  An  Illustrated  History  (hrdbd) 

57.95 

BMO-400 

United  States  Numismatic  Auction  Catalogues  1990-2000  (spiralbd) 

29.95 

BAD-900 

United  States  Numismatic  Literature:  Vol  1-1 9th  Century  Auction  Catalogs  (hrdbd) 

49.50 

BPO-100 

United  States  Patterns  and  Related  Issues  (hrdbd) 

79.00 

BFa750 

U.S.  Rare  Coin  Handbook  (sftbd) 

9.95 

BDA-800  • 

U.S.  Small  Cents  to  Silver  Dollars: 

Significant  Auction  Recprds  1195-June  2000  (spiralbd) 

100.00 

BTA-900 

United  States  Ten  Dollar  Gold  Eagles  1795-1804  (hrdbd) 

69.96 

BBR-999/999A 

Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of  Early  U.S.  Cents  (hrdbd/dlxhrdbd) 

89.95/149.95 

BBR-764 

Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins  (hrdbd) 

135.00 

BBR-724 

Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Half  Cents  (hrdbd) 

65.00 

BWI-401 

Washington  Quarter  Book:  An  Attribution  &  Pricing  Guide 

Vol  II  1942-1944  (spiralbd) 

39.95 

Discount:  10%  on  orders  up  to  and  including  $100/20%  on  orders  over  $100 

Postage  (book  rate)  $3.50  for  orders  up  to  $50  PLUS  10%  over  that  amount 

Total  of  Order 
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Keep  The  Coin  Collector  Coming 


As  hard  as  we  try  to  make  sure  that  no  errors  occur  in 
this  newspaper,  sometimes  things  can  slip  by.  We  are  not  re- 
sp>onsible  for  any  typographical  errors  in  prices  or  otherwise. 


Do  you  want  to  receive  the  next 
issue  of  The  Coin  Collector?  If  the 
answer  is  YES,  simply  do  one  of 
the  following: 

□  Order  $25  or  more  worth  of  items  from 
this  issue,  and  the  next  few  issues  will  come 
your  way.  (If  you  have  already  ordered  from 
any  of  the  four  previous  issues,  you  will  auto¬ 
matically  receive  copies.) 

G  Send  $29  for  a  full  year’s  subscription 
to  The  Coin  Collector  AND  the  Rare  Coin 


Review,  America’s  leading  rare  coin  magazine 
(sixissues,  Hstprice  $  lOeach).  Avalueofover$90. 

G  Send  $175  for  a  full  year’s  subscription  (do¬ 
mestic  subscription)  to  Bowers  and  Merena  pub- 
hcations  including  The  Coin  Collector,  the  Rare 
Coin  Review,  and  five  of  our  Grand  Format’ " 
coin  auction  catalogues,  a  value  of  over  $395  if 
purchased  separately! 

G  You  can  also  subscribe  to  our  publications  by 
going  to  WWW.  bowersandmerena.  com  and  click¬ 
ing  on  subscription. 


Yes! 


CC  #142 


Name 

Address 

City 

State 

Zip 

E-mail  address 

Return  to: 

Bowers  and  Merena  Publications  Dept. 

Box  1224 

Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
I’ve  enclosed  my  □  Check  □  Money 
Order  or  charge  to  my  (check  one) 

O  Visa  □  MC  □  AmEx  O  Discover/Novus 


Credit  Card  Number 


Exp.  Date 


